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16-yr-old  gir l among 9 killed  in
anti-Sterlit e protest  in  Tamil Nadu
DECCAN CHRONICLE

Police said section 144 of CrPc has been invoked in and around the Sterlite unit to provide

security as per Madras HC orders.

Tuticorin:  At least 9 people, including a 16-year-old girl
died when the month-long protest in Tamil Nadu’s where
agitators are demanding closure of Vedanta's Sterlite
Copper unit took a violent turn on Tuesday.

All the eight bodies of have been taken to Thoothukudi
government medical college and hospital.

 Angered over not being allowed to take out a rally the slogan-shouting protesters forcibly
tried to push back the security personnel in riot gear. (Photo: ANI screengrab)
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The agitators
pelted stones and
damaged police
vehicles after they
were prevented

from marching towards the plant. Police barged into a
hospital where some of the youth took refugee after hurling
stones at the police. However, they escaped by scaling the
backside wall.

Police said section 144 of CrPc has been invoked in and
around the Sterlite unit to provide security to it as per the
orders of the Madras High Court.

Angered over not being allowed to take out a rally the
slogan-shouting protesters forcibly tried to push back the
security personnel in riot gear.

In retaliation, the security personnel lobbed teargas shells to
disperse the protesters.

Several vehicles were also set ablaze further escalating
tension in the area.

Meanwhile, a peaceful demonstration was held near the old
bus stand in the town, also demanding the closure of the
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Sterlite unit and the proposed expansion of the plant.

Several shops in this town, Srivaikundam and Oddapidaram
remained shut in support of the protest, police said.

The district has been witnessing several protests by locals
and others against the Sterlite Copper plant here and its
proposed expansion.

Protesters have alleged that the plant was polluting ground
water in their area.

Sterlite Copper represents the copper unit of Vedanta
Limited which operates a 400,000 tonnes per annum-plant in
Tuticorin.
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NATIONAL

Protesters vent fury on Collectorate

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 23,  2018 00:00 IST

J. Praveen Paul Joseph

The Thoothukudi Collectorate became the object of fury of the anti-Sterlite

protesters on Tuesday.

The violence snowballed when the protesters entered the Collectorate after

clearing barricades and pelted stones causing damage to window panes of

office buildings.

They torched many vehicles parked on the Collectorate premises and other

places.

The scene resembled a war zone in hours as about 50 two-wheelers, six

government vehicles and two cars were damaged or torched by the protesters

inside the Collectorate.

Officials evacuated

Smoke emanating from the Collectorate, which stood deserted, could be seen

even from a distance. Almost all officials were evacuated to safer places.

Senior police officials are monitoring the situation, which was brought under

control in the afternoon.
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State-sponsored terror: Rahul; Stalin calls it shameful
incident

CHENNAI,  MAY 23,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Congress president Rahul Gandhi, Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam working

president M.K. Stalin and other Opposition parties strongly condemned the

police firing in Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu on Tuesday.

“The gunning down by the police of 9 people in the #SterliteProtest in Tamil

Nadu, is a brutal example of state-sponsored terrorism. These citizens were

murdered for protesting against injustice. My thoughts & prayers are with the

families of these martyrs and the injured,” Mr. Gandhi tweeted.

In Tamil Nadu, Opposition leaders unanimously demanded the closure of the

Sterlite copper unit.

Mr. Stalin met Tamil Nadu Chief Secretary Girija Vaidyanathan at the

Secretariat and demanded a judicial inquiry into the firing. He cancelled his trip

to Bengaluru to participate in the swearing-in of Janata Dal(S) leader H.D.

Kumaraswamy as Chief Minister on Wednesday. Instead, he will visit

Thoothukudi.

Tamil Nadu Governor Banwarilal Purohit said his heart was filled with grief on

knowing about the loss of lives in Thoothukudi. “I appeal to all sections of

society to be calm and help in maintaining peace in the State,” he said.

BJP national secretary H. Raja, however, justified the police firing.

Responding to a tweet by CPI(M) leader T.K. Rangarajan, Mr. Raja said

there was no other way (for the police) when protests turned violent.

Sterlite Copper in a statement said: “It is with great sorrow we witnessed

today’s incidents...The company has appealed to the government...to ensure

the safety of our employees...The Sterlite Copper plant is currently non-

operational as we await approval for the consent to operate.”
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Police fired under unavoidable circumstances: T.N.
CM

CHENNAI,  MAY 23,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Orders setting up of a one-member commission of inquiry, announces
solatium of Rs. 10 lakh to the family of each of the victims

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami on Tuesday ordered the

setting up of a one-member commission of inquiry into the firing against anti-

Sterlite protesters in Thoothukudi.

Announcing this, Fisheries Minister D. Jayakumar told presspersons at the

Secretariat on Tuesday evening that the panel would go into all issues that led

to the firing. He was responding to the question who had ordered the firing.

The government is yet to name the Inquiry Commissioner.

Earlier in a statement, the Chief Minister said a solatium of Rs. 10 lakh would

be paid to the family of each of the dead; Rs. 3 lakh to each of those who

suffered major injuries; and Rs. 1 lakh to each with minor injuries. “Besides,
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on compassionate grounds, government employment would be provided to

one member of the family of every deceased subject to qualifications,” Mr.

Palaniswami said.

Condoling the deaths, he directed the Thoothukudi district administration and

doctors to ensure that the injured be provided quality treatment.

Seeking to justify the police action of firing at a “20,000-strong crowd who

indulged in violence”, the Chief Minister said: “It was with a view to bringing

under control the violence of the crowd that the police, under unavoidable

circumstances, had to resort to the firing.”

Vehicles set afire

Defying prohibitory orders and ignoring the police advice to disperse, the

crowd had not only thrown stones at the police but also burnt down police

vehicles. In addition, the agitators had also caused damage at the Thoothukudi

Collectorate.

Mr. Palaniswami, who met Deputy Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam and

senior officials at the Secretariat, called for peace, and said the “Amma

[former Chief Minister Jayalalithaa] government” would take legal steps on the

issue in deference to popular sentiments.

Giving an account of the controversy surrounding the Sterlite plant, Mr.

Palaniswami said after the lapse of the validity of the licence for consent to

operate the first unit in March, the company had applied to the Tamil Nadu

Pollution Control Board for extension for the period from 2018 to 2023.

Citing five technical grounds, including non-submission of the report of the test

on groundwater in villages in the neighbourhood of the plant and the discharge

of hazardous waste in violation of rules, the TNPCB, on April 9, rejected the

application. Challenging the rejection, the company had moved the Appellate

Authority, which had adjourned the case to June 6. When the matter came up

for hearing on May 17, an Additional Advocate-General, who appeared on

behalf of the Board, had “strongly argued” for the denial of nod to the plant,

the Chief Minister stated.
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TAMIL NADU

Organisations flay police firing

MADURAI,  MAY 23,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Demand the immediate closure of the Sterlite copper plant in
Thoothukudi

Several organisations gathered here to condemn the police firing during a rally

demanding the closure of the Sterlite Copper plant in Thoothukudi on

Tuesday.

The SOCO Trust’s Managing Trustee A. Mahboob Batcha condemned the

firing and claimed that this was a clampdown on democracy.

Members of People’s Watch who were present at the spot said that Chief

Minister’s inaction during the 100 day protest and his gross negligence during

the rally resulted in the loss of several lives and left many others grievously

injured.

The organisation demanded the immediate closure of the Sterlite Copper plant

and sought an enquiry by the National Human Rights Commission as well as

the State Human Rights Commission.

It demanded that compensation to the families which lost their kin must be
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increased to Rs. 20 lakh from the stated Rs. 10 lakh. An immediate order

should be issued by the Government of Tamil Nadu to stop police excess in

Thoothukudi, said Executive Director of People’s Watch Henri Tiphange.

C.J. Rajan, State president, Samam Kudimakkal Iyakkam, echoed the similar

demands. He added that the Chief Minister should resign immediately.

Student organisations like Democratic Youth Federation of India and Tamil

outfits like the May 17 Movement, Dravidar Viduthalai Kazhagam, Tamil

Desiyaper Iyakkam and Egathipathiya Edurpu Iyakkam protested at Periyar

bus stand junction at different times during the day. Police arrested them and r

released them later.

Members of the Tamil Nadu Vanigar Sangangalin Peravai stated that they

would organise a bandh on May 24 to show support for the protesters.
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TODAY'S PAPER

Police firing claims 10 lives in T.N.

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 23,  2018 00:00 IST

J. Praveen Paul Joseph

March by anti-Sterlite protesters to the Collectorate turns violent in
Thoothukudi; 60 sustain injuries

At least nine persons, including a 17-year-old girl, were killed in police firing at

a massive rally taken out demanding the closure of Sterlite Copper, a Vedanta

group copper smelter unit, in the port town of Thoothukudi in south Tamil

Nadu on Tuesday.

The rally in which thousands of local people participated under the banner of

‘Anti Sterlite Movement’, turned violent in the morning with sections of

protesters allegedly setting fire to vehicles, including those belonging to the
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police.

Around 60 persons, including police personnel, suffered injuries in stone-

throwing and were admitted to the Government Medical College Hospital.

Thoothukudi GH sources say the condition of two more gunfire victims is

critical.

A team of vascular surgeons from Madurai GH are rushing for assistance.

Police had on Monday night clamped prohibitory orders in Thoothukudi after

the Movement, along with opposition parties and traders’ and fishermen

bodies, called for a march to the Collectorate demanding closure of Sterlite

Copper.

Tuesday marked the 100th day of the latest round of protests against the

company, which has been accused of being responsible for air and water

pollution leading to health hazards.

Violence broke out when a large number of protesters, who took out a rally

from various places of Thoothukudi, moved up to the four-road intersection

close to the traffic signal on Palayamkottai Road. Since prohibitory orders

were in force they were denied permission by police personnel to proceed

further. Angry protesters started to hurl stones and footwear at policemen,

who carried shields with protective outfit. All attempts to stop the protesters

failed and they marched ahead after breaking the barricades and toppling a

striking force vehicle near the traffic signal. The police made yet another

attempt near the Third Mile bridge on the Palayamkottai Road to control the

protest. Tear gas was used to quell the rioting mob, which continued to

regroup. An explosive substance was thrown at the police.

Meanwhile, a few photo journalists were manhandled by some protesters.The

Hindu ’s Rajesh was assaulted and a memory card removed from his camera.
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HC predicted the stir taking a violent turn

CHENNAI,  MAY 23,  2018 00:00 IST

Mohamed Imranullah S.

Court had underscored the need for the Collector to act

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court had foreseen the violent scenes

witnessed during Tuesday’s anti-Sterlite protest in Thoothukudi district.

Disposing of a writ petition filed by Vedanta, the holding company of Sterlite,

seeking protection for the plant, the court had, last Friday, said: “The wordings

in the pamphlets (calling for the protest on Tuesday) indicate that the

protesters do not have any intention of conducting a peaceful protest.”

Justice M.S. Ramesh went on to state: “It is not in dispute that the pamphlets

calling upon the general public to protest on May 22, 2018 to demand the
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factory’s closure have been widely circulated...On an overall reading of the

pamphlets, the proposed protest is likely to trigger a law and order situation.”

In its affidavit, the petitioner company stated that it had made representations

to the Thoothukudi Collector and the Superintendent of Police on April 9 and

16 to declare a radius of one kilometre around the copper plant as well as its

residential quarters, Thamira-I and Thamira-II, as a ‘no protest zone’.

The company had insisted on government officials issuing a prohibitory order

by invoking their power under Section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure.

During the course of the hearing of the case, a government counsel informed

the court that none had approached the police so far, seeking permission for

any kind of protest on May 22. He also stated that in case of any illegal

protest, the police would initiate “stringent action against the violators.”

‘Rule of law paramount’

The court was also informed that already, 38 cases had been registered with

respect to the ongoing protest demanding the closure of the copper smelter

plant, and that 21 individuals had been arrested and remanded in judicial

custody.

After recording the submissions, the judge said it was needless to point out

that the freedom of speech and expression was subject to “reasonable

subordination to social interest and preservation of public order.”

Further, stating that the rule of law should be the primary consideration in case

of an illegal protest or an unlawful assembly, the judge said the invocation of

Section 144 of the Cr.P.C. would be “highly recommended” in the public

interest. Conscious of the fact that the decision to invoke Section 144 fell

within the jurisdiction of the Collector, Justice Ramesh said the official could

not sit on the representations indefinitely, especially “when there are sufficient

materials to show that there is a possibility of a protest on May 22, 2018.”

Non-consideration of the representations would amount to dereliction of duty,

he observed, and directed the Collector to pass appropriate orders on or before

May 21.
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MIL NADU

Leftist outfits stage protest against firing

T HANJAVUR,  MAY 23,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Cadre of the Left parties, their front organisations and fringe Tamil nationalist

groups on Tuesday staged a road block and demonstration here in protest

against the police firing at anti-Sterlite protesters in Thoothukudi.

Cadre of CITU and the All India Democratic Women’s Association staged a

brief road block at Old Bus Stand. AIDWA district secretary S. Tamilselvi and

CITU district secretary C. Jayapal led the protest.

CPI(M) cadre, led by its town secretary Gurusamy, staged a demonstration

near the railway junction, which was followed by another protest led by Tamil

nationalist groups led by Cauvery Rights Retrieval Forum coordinator P.

Maniyarasan. Makkal Adhikaran State treasurer K. Kaliappan, Tamil Desiya

Munnani general secretary Ayyanapuram Murugesan and others participated.

Tiruchi

Twenty-eight members of Makkal Adhikaram on Tuesday were arrested after

they staged a protest here condemning the police firing on anti-Sterlite
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protesters at Thoothukudi.

Police sources said the Makkal Adhikaram members assembled at the Central

Bus Stand in the evening where they staged a demonstration demanding the

closure of the Sterlite plant at Thoothukudi.

The members squatted on the road when they were arrested.

The police also arrested Tamil Nadu Vivasayigal Sangam district president

M.P. Chinnadurai, who took part in the protest.

All arrested persons were released a couple of hours later, the sources added.
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TAMIL NADU

Victims with gunshot wounds at hospital

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 23,  2018 00:00 IST

TAFF REPORTER

60 people are under treatment at Thoothukudi GH, 20 police personnel
at a private hospital

The Director General of Police has issued a statement explaining how the

protest got out of hand, necessitating lethal force by the police.

The press release from the DGP’s office claimed that the protesters repeatedly

engaged in violent acts like hurling stones and attacking police officials, which

prompted the police to use tear gas and resort to a lathicharge. After this, a

section of the protesters left the spot, but another group organised a road roko

near Theresapuram, during which they damaged public property and again
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went on a stone-pelting spree. As the situation was getting out of control, the

police were forced to open fire. A “few protesters” were killed in the police

firing. “Elaborate security arrangements are being made by high-ranking police

officers. The DGP requests the people to give their full support towards

maintaining law and order in the locality,” the release added.

Those who were killed in the police firing were identified as Jeyaraman, 62, of

Usilampatti; P. Tamilarasan, 35, of Kurukku Salai; Shanmugam, 25, of

Teachers’ Colony; K. Gladstone, 40, of Lourdhammalpuram; K. Kandaiya,

55, of Ceylon Colony; S. Maniraj, 34, of Damodhar Nagar; Venista, 16, and

Anthony Selvaraj, 35, of Thoothukudi.
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Normal life thrown out of gear in port town

T HOOT HUKUDI, MAY 23,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Buses grounded, power supply cut

Normal life was thrown out of gear in riot-torn Thoothukudi, as commercial

establishments downed shutters and public transport came to a standstill.

The Sterlite staff quarters, located adjacent to the Collectorate, was also not

spared by the protesters, as they torched around 15 vehicles parked on the

premises. Power supply was suspended after the protesters set transformers

and other power equipment on fire. As many as 40,000 shops in Thoothukudi,

Srivaikuntam, Puthiyamputhur and Ottapidaram remained closed as traders

responded to the strike called by the Anti-Sterlite Movement.

While a large number of people took out a rally demanding the closure of

Sterlite Copper, members of Thoothukudi Central Merchants’ Association, led
18
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by its president P. Vinayagamurthy, staged a demonstration on the SAV

School grounds.

According to sources in the Tamil Nadu State Transport Corporation, 17

buses were damaged in stone-pelting incidents. Most of the services from two

depots were suspended after 2 p.m. The police force was not adequately

deployed in these depots. After the police firing, no TNSTC bus was operated

in the town.

The massive protest was called by the Anti-Sterlite Movement several days

ago, but no preventive arrests were made. The police had miserably failed to

tackle the situation, said R. Subburaj, a resident. A social activist said nobody

could have been arrested as a preventive measure since the protest was not led

by any specific person.The call for the rally was not taken seriously, and

simply promulgating prohibitory orders, the authorities thought no tense

situation would arise, the activist said.
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28 held for protest against police firing

T IRUCHI,  MAY 23,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Twenty-eight members of Makkal Adhikaram on Tuesday were arrested after

they staged a protest here condemning the police firing on anti-Sterlite

protesters at Thoothukudi.

Police sources said the Makkal Adhikaram members assembled at the Central

Bus Stand in the evening where they staged a demonstration demanding the

closure of the Sterlite plant at Thoothukudi.

The members squatted on the road when they were arrested.

The police also arrested Tamil Nadu Vivasayigal Sangam district president

M.P. Chinnadurai, who took part in the protest.

All arrested persons were released a couple of hours later, the sources added.
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TAMIL NADU

Protest against police firing

VIRUDHUNAGAR,  MAY 23,  2018 00:00 IST

amil nadu Bureau

Forty seven cadre of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) staged protests

at Virudhunagar and Srivilliputtur on Tuesday condemning the firing against

anti-Sterlite protesters in which nine persons were killed.

The protest was led by party district secretary, Arjunan, at Srivilliputtur.

The agitators condemned the police for having opened fire at peaceful

protesters.

Salem

The police rounded up about 30 members of the Democratic Youth

Federation of India (DYFI) when they organised road roko agitation and

attempted to burn the effigy of Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami to

condemn the police action against the Sterlite protesters in front of the

Collectorate here on Tuesday.
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Speaking to reporters, the District Secretary of DYFI, N. Praveen Kumar, said

that the police action was totally unwarranted and demanded the resignation of

the Chief Minister owning responsibility.

The police in a separate incident, arrested 20 members of the All India Youth

Federation (AIYF) affiliated to CPI.

They also demanded the resignation of Chief Minister.

The cadre of the CPI (M) staged demonstration in front of the head post

office in the city condemning the police action in Thoothukudi. They

attempted to burn the effigies of Chief Minister, Deputy Chief Minister and

also Thoothukudi Collector.
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Thoothukudi firing was police
strategy to break protest:
Activists
Say senior ministers could have talked to protesters to ease tension

Published: 23rd May 2018 03:29 AM  |   Last Updated: 23rd May 2018 04:43 AM

By C Shivakumar

Express News Service

CHENNAI: While even in Kashmir only pellet guns were used,

why should the Tamil Nadu police use bullets? This is the

most common question raised by activists and legal

luminaries.

People protesting against Sterlite in Chennai on Tuesday | D SAMPATH KUMAR

Thoothukudi

Sterlite

protest: Tamil
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government in

Damage control
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Sterlite protest
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Former judge of the Madras High Court K Chandru said the

handling of the protest by the district administration and

police highlighted lack of planning on the part of the district

administration and also police.

“Police in no way should have fired at people and they should

have been taught how to deftly handle such a situation,” said

the former judge.

He also said that instead of calling for more forces to quell the

situation, it would have been better if some senior minister

would have held discussions with the people.

The administration also did not have any regulatory order on

the procession and rather they permitted the rally.

“In Delhi, for such protests they use water cannons. There is

no need to fire on people. The police should have fired in the

air,” said the former judge.

V Suresh of the People’s Union for Civil Liberties said the

move by police was to break the protest for a cause to which

the people remained committed.“The whole issue has been

happening for a long time. It is not like the jallikattu protest.

This is a classic police strategy. They have used multiple

strategies. First is to discredit the entire movement and to

shift the entire issue from Sterlite to police firing,” said

Suresh.

Henri Tiphagne of People’s Watch, an NGO, has demanded a

joint suo moto enquiry by the NHRC and the SHRC on the

entire duration of the Sterlite protest and the brutal use of

police force at the protest.

He also demanded compensation of `20 lakh for each of the

families of the victims.
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“It was a total failure on the part of the Central and State

intelligence agencies both of which evidently were not

prepared for such a protest and completely misjudged the

people’s anger on the ground. People’s Watch observes that

the government, which was given a choice to either stand by

its people or by the industry,   chose the private entity

instead,” he alleged.

“People’s  Watch is also forced to remind the government that

on March 24, 2018, a similar show of strength witnessed the

peaceful assembly of nearly 2 lakh protesters in Thoothukudi.

Why did the State fail to take pointers from that protest?” he

added.

Minister doubts ulterior m otive behind protest

Chennai: Fisheries Minister D Jayakumar on Tuesday alleged

that there might be some ulterior motive behind taking out a

procession towards a place where prohibitory orders were in

force and indulging in violence despite the government

decision to close down Sterlite plant.

Film  directors stage protest in Chennai

Chennai: Film directors Bharathiraja and Ameer, Thamizhaga

Vazhvurimai Katchi leader T Velmurugan and many others

staged a protest at the office of Chief Secretary Girija

Vaidyanathan on Tuesday night as she did not come forward

to receive their petition regarding the Sterlite issue.

Stay up to date on all the latest Specia ls news with The New Indian Express App.

Down loa d n ow

TAGS ta m il  na du polic e Sterl ite
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Video of anti-Sterlit e protest
shows co p sayin g 'at least  1
should  die'
DECCAN CHRONICLE.

Eleven people, including a 16-year-old girl, have died in Tuticorin during the anti-Sterlite

protest on Tuesday.

Tuticorin:  A video shows a Tamil Nadu police personnel in
plainclothes placing himself atop a police bus, a few meters
away from where people had gathered to hold anti-Sterlite
protest.

 A Tamil Nadu police personnel in plainclothes placing himself atop a police bus, a few
meters away from where people had gathered to hold anti-Steralite protest. (Photo: ANI |
Screengrab)
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Other police men armed with assault rifles and clad in
bullet-proof jackets are seen near the vehicle.

 
Soon another police official is seen climbing the van from
behind and the policeman who was already on the vehicle
was seen handing over his assault riffle to him.

According to a video released by news agency ANI, the
policeman crawls the length of the bus in a few seconds and
takes his position. And then a voice from the background
makes a shocking statement: "At least one should die".

A few seconds after the voice, the policeman fires his first
shot.

ANI
@ANI

#WATCH Local police in Tuticorin seen with assault rifles to 

disperse protesters demanding a ban on Sterlite Industries. 9 

protestors have lost their lives. #TamilNadu. (Earlier visuals)

10:02 PM - May 22, 2018
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Eleven people had died in Tuticorin during the anti-Sterlite
protest on Tuesday. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palanisamy ordered an inquiry into Tuesday's police action.
Congress president Rahul Gandhi described the incident as
a "murder" and "state-sponsored terrorism".

16-year-old girl was among the eleven killed in police firing
as the anti-Sterlite protests in Thoothukudi on Tuesday
turned violent.

Starting from ‘Our Lady of Snows’ Church in the coastal
area, 20,000 people marched to lay siege to the collector’s
office. They were demanding permanent closure of the
copper manufacturing company over pollution concerns.

The protests were going on in Tuticorin for over three
months now, but violence erupted on Tuesday with agitators
fighting pitched battles with police, prompting it to open fire.
Hurling stones and setting government vehicles and public
property on fire, the agitators went on the rampage in the
town.

Chief Minister Palanisamy, who also holds home portfolio,
announced a compensation of Rs 10 lakh to the families of
each of the deceased, and ordered a judicial inquiry into the

681 1,160 people are talking about this

50

https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=998964917905453057
https://twitter.com/ANI/status/998964917905453057


5/23/2018 Video of anti-Sterlite protest shows cop saying 'at least 1 should die'

https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/230518/video-of-anti-sterlite-protests-show-cop-saying-at-least-1-should-die.html 4/5

incident.

Security has been beefed up in Thoothukudi following the
clashes. Section 144 (prohibiting assembly of more than 4
people in an area) has been imposed in the city.

Meanwhile, Madras High Court's Madurai bench will deliver
interim order on the ongoing construction of a new copper
smelter by Sterlite industries in Thoothukudi today.

The 100-day long protest has been supported by several
celebrities including Kamal Haasan and Rajinikanth.

Opposition leaders including M K Stalin of the DMK have
blamed the ruling AIADMK government for ignoring the
protests for 100 days because it was peaceful.

"The inaction of the government has led to the people's
protests and police resorting to firing to control it," M K
Stalin said, demanding that the plant be shut down
immediately for good.

Kamal Haasan also blamed the government for ignoring
peaceful protests. "Citizens are not criminals... They are the
ones who lose their lives," he said.

On Tuesday, Sterlite Copper in a statement said: "It's with
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great sorrow and regret that we witnessed today's incidents
around the protest today at Tuticorin. The company has
appealed to the government and authorities to ensure safety
of our employees, facilities and surrounding communities.
Sterlite Copper plant is non-operational".
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Tamilian s murdered for refusin g
RSS ideals:  Rahul on anti-Sterlit e
killin gs
DECCAN CHRONICLE.

If you're seeing this message, that means JavaScript has been disabled on your browser, please enable JS
to make this app work.

Rahul Gandhi said the bullets of RSS and PM Modi's supporters can never crush emotions of

people of Tamil Nadu.

Mumbai:  In a sharp response against the killing of 11
people in police firing during the anti-Sterlite protest in
Tuticorin, Congress president Rahul Gandhi took to Twitter
and said, "Tamilians are murdered because they refused to
bow down to the ideology of the Rashtriya Swayamsewak

 11 people were killed and several others were injured during police firing on Tuesday.
(Photo: PTI)
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Sangh (RSS)."

The Congress chief added that his party is with the people
of Tamil Nadu and that the bullets of the RSS and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's supporters can never crush the
emotions of people of the state.

54



5/23/2018 Social media campaign fuels protesters against Sterlite - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/social-media-campaign-fuels-protesters-against-sterlite/articleshowprint/64279693.cms 1/2

Social media campaign fuels protesters against Sterlite
TNN | May 23, 2018, 12.53 AM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: Promotional videos and a strong campaign on social media

asking people to join the mass protest on Tuesday to put pressure on the

government to close down Sterlite helped mobilise several thousand

people. 

Over 5,000 protesters gathered near the Our Lady of Snows church in the

morning though Section 144 of the CrPC was in force in select areas

covering the collectorate and the Sterlite plant. According to the

protesters, this turned out to be a campaign against the government and

the district administration. Members of some radical outfits had sneaked

into the protest, which was predominantly led by youth from Tuticorin and

nearby districts.

“Had the government allowed us to stage a protest, we would have silently marched to the collectorate, petitioned the collector,

staged a demonstration and waited for the government to close down the polluting plant. The violence was what the police

wanted, to bring the protest to an end. It was completely unexpected,” a protester said. He added that the violence was an

outcome of the protesters’ frustration over 22 years.

“We are fighting a capitalist government machinery that is completely against the interest of the people, he said on the condition

of anonymity. “We made representations, fought a legal battle and pleaded with the government to close the plant. But it did not

happen,” he said. The protesters are introspecting where and what went wrong during the protest, he said and added that the

struggle will continue until the copper plant is closed.
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Human rights activist and executive director of People’s Watch Henry Tiphagne, who was also in Tuticorin on Tuesday, told TOI

that there was total violation of human rights in the police firing. He alleged that the people who shot at people were not in

police uniform and that no formal procedure was followed before the firing.

Tiphagne said the intention of police was not to disperse the crowds. “Had it been so, they would have used pellets and not

bullets. The fact that some of the victims had received bullets in their mouth is proof that the motive of police was to kill,” he said

and added that the NHRC and the SHRC should conduct an inquiry into the incident.
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Those who fired were not in uniform: People’s Watch
TNN | May 23, 2018, 12.51 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: Violation of human rights in the police firing on Tuesday was

total and those who fired the shots at the people were not in police

uniform, alleged human tights activist and executive director of People’s

Watch, Henry Tiphagne, who was witnessed to what he called police

excesses. 

Q: Were you present during the protest in Tuticorin on Tuesday? 

HT: Yes, we went there to monitor the protest and had informed the

superintendent of police of Tuticorin as well as the State Human Rights

Commission of our move to do so. 

Q: What did you see? 

No formal procedure was followed before the police firing. Lathicharge and tear gas should have preceded the police firing if

any, but both happened only outside the collectorate premises. It was direct firing inside the collectorate. 

Q: Did firing take place at any other place except the collectorate? 

HT: Yes, there was firing in Therespuram also. 

Q: Did you see the police open fire? 

HT: I saw some persons open fire, but I do not know if they were police as they were not in uniform. No proper public
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announcement was made before the police firing and it was indiscriminate. 

Q: Would you say that the firing was not done with an intent to disperse the crowds? 

HT: Yes, for one if at all the police wanted to disperse the crowds they should have used pellets and not bullets. The fact that

some of the victims received the bullets in their mouth is proof that the motive of the police was to kill.

Q: Were the protesters the reason for opening fire?

HT: No. They were not out of control and continued to march towards the collectorate, but it was only after the police opened

fire that they entered the Sterlite staff quarters and set fire to vehicles. 

Q: What is your immediate demand?

HT: The inquiry should be conducted only by NHRC and SHRC and not a retired judge, as commissions headed by retired

judges have failed to deliver justice in many cases.
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Social media campaign fuels protesters against Sterlite
TNN | May 23, 2018, 12.53 AM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: Promotional videos and a strong campaign on social media

asking people to join the mass protest on Tuesday to put pressure on the

government to close down Sterlite helped mobilise several thousand

people. 

Over 5,000 protesters gathered near the Our Lady of Snows church in the

morning though Section 144 of the CrPC was in force in select areas

covering the collectorate and the Sterlite plant. According to the

protesters, this turned out to be a campaign against the government and

the district administration. Members of some radical outfits had sneaked

into the protest, which was predominantly led by youth from Tuticorin and

nearby districts.

“Had the government allowed us to stage a protest, we would have silently marched to the collectorate, petitioned the collector,

staged a demonstration and waited for the government to close down the polluting plant. The violence was what the police

wanted, to bring the protest to an end. It was completely unexpected,” a protester said. He added that the violence was an

outcome of the protesters’ frustration over 22 years.

“We are fighting a capitalist government machinery that is completely against the interest of the people, he said on the condition

of anonymity. “We made representations, fought a legal battle and pleaded with the government to close the plant. But it did not

happen,” he said. The protesters are introspecting where and what went wrong during the protest, he said and added that the

struggle will continue until the copper plant is closed.
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Human rights activist and executive director of People’s Watch Henry Tiphagne, who was also in Tuticorin on Tuesday, told TOI

that there was total violation of human rights in the police firing. He alleged that the people who shot at people were not in

police uniform and that no formal procedure was followed before the firing.

Tiphagne said the intention of police was not to disperse the crowds. “Had it been so, they would have used pellets and not

bullets. The fact that some of the victims had received bullets in their mouth is proof that the motive of police was to kill,” he said

and added that the NHRC and the SHRC should conduct an inquiry into the incident.
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There must be a thorough inquiry into the lead-up to the deaths in
Thoothukudi

The protest against the copper smelter plant of Sterlite Copper in Thoothukudi

has witnessed its deadliest turn so far, with the death of 12 people in police

firing. It was clear the movement would put up a show of strength on May 22,

the 100th day of this phase of protests — in fact, the Madurai Bench of the

Madras High Court had predicted that it was “likely to trigger a law and order

situation” and declared that the “protesters do not have any intention of

conducting a peaceful protest”. Yet, the Tamil Nadu government failed to

gauge the intensity of what was coming. It is a tragic irony that such an angry

and violent demonstration could have been staged at a time when the plant is

not operational and after the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board refused to

renew its consent to operate. It raises questions about the government’s failure

to drive this point home forcefully, and casts a doubt about the real intent of

some of the protesters, possibly a small section comprising hardline groups.

The immediate task is to compensate the public for its losses and end the

alienation of the affected communities through talks. But the commission of

inquiry headed by retired judge Aruna Jagadeesan must examine why 12 lives

were brutally snuffed out, more specifically, the chilling accusation that snipers

were deployed by the police force to pick out protesters in a premeditated

manner. Any police response must be commensurate with the gravity of the

situation; there is no place for heavy-handedness and a disproportionate use of

force. The inquiry must establish who gave the orders to fire and on what

basis. Also, why the police failed to intervene well before the protest

developed an angry head of steam.

Sterlite stakes claim to be India’s largest copper producer and is a major

presence in Tamil Nadu’s industrial mix. But it has had mixed fortunes over

the two decades of its production, including periods when it was under

Thoothukudi firing: Entirely preventable
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administrative orders of closure, a . 100-crore fine imposed for pollution by

the Supreme Court in 2013, and consistent opposition from fishermen. Now,

there is a fresh injunction and the Madras High Court has restrained it from a

proposed capacity expansion plan. This, together with the decision to not

renew consent for operation, gives a moment for pause for all sides. An urgent

process, such as an all-party meeting, is needed to heal the wounds, and infuse

confidence in the community. A credible environmental audit should be

undertaken, without compromising on the ‘polluter pays’ principle. The

TNPCB, which usually scores poorly on transparency, should commission

credible experts to assess the quality of air and water in Thoothukudi. Only

such verifiable measures will build public confidence, and make orderly

industrialisation viable.
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T.K. Rohit

Electricity supply to the Sterlite Copper Smelter plant was cut off on
Thursday morning

The Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) has ordered the closure

ofSterlite Copper Smelter plant in Thoothukudi with immediate effect and

disconnected electricity supply to the unit early on Thursday morning.

Orders to close the plant were issued by the Chairman of the TNPCB on

Wednesday. The power supply to the unit was disconnected at 5.15 a.m. on

Thursday, sources said.

In its orders, the TNPCB said that during inspections undertaken by its

officials on May 18 and 19, it was found that “the unit was carrying out

TNPCB orders closure of Sterlite plant in
Thoothukudi
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activities to resume its production operations.”

 

Following this, the Joint Chief Environmental Engineer,

Tirunelveli, recommended disconnection of electricity

supply to the plant.

The TNPCB ordered the closure and disconnection of

electricity supply under provisions of Section 33A of the

Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974,

and Section 31A of Air (Prevention and Control of

Pollution) Act, 1971.

The Board took cognisance of the application made by Vedanta Ltd. seeking

renewal of the Consent To Operate (CTO) and the rejection of the application

in April by the Board for non-compliance of certain conditions under the

previous CTO.

12 protesters died in police firing in the last two days in Thoothukudi. On

Wednesday evening, the Tamil Nadu government invoked a “public

emergency” and asked internet service providers to cut off internet services

for 5 days in Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli and Kanniyakumari districts, to prevent

spread of provocative messages on social media by anti-social element

ALSO

READ
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protests

64

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/stop-construction-of-unit-ii-of-sterlite-copper-plant-hc-directs-vedanta/article23966933.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/entirely-preventable/article23971795.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/antisterlite-protests-tn-invokes-public-emergency-sounds-high-level-alert/article23972748.ece


5/24/2018 TNPCB orders closure of Sterlite plant in Thoothukudi - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/tnpcb-orders-closure-of-sterlite-plant-in-thoothukudi/article23974949.ece?utm_source=pushnotifications&utm_… 1/2

CHENNAI,  MAY 24,  2018 09:19 IST
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Electricity supply to the Sterlite Copper Smelter plant was cut off on
Thursday morning

The Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) has ordered the closure

ofSterlite Copper Smelter plant in Thoothukudi with immediate effect and

disconnected electricity supply to the unit early on Thursday morning.

Orders to close the plant were issued by the Chairman of the TNPCB on

Wednesday. The power supply to the unit was disconnected at 5.15 a.m. on

Thursday, sources said.

In its orders, the TNPCB said that during inspections undertaken by its

officials on May 18 and 19, it was found that “the unit was carrying out
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activities to resume its production operations.”

 

Following this, the Joint Chief Environmental Engineer,

Tirunelveli, recommended disconnection of electricity

supply to the plant.

The TNPCB ordered the closure and disconnection of

electricity supply under provisions of Section 33A of the

Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974,

and Section 31A of Air (Prevention and Control of

Pollution) Act, 1971.

The Board took cognisance of the application made by Vedanta Ltd. seeking

renewal of the Consent To Operate (CTO) and the rejection of the application

in April by the Board for non-compliance of certain conditions under the

previous CTO.

12 protesters died in police firing in the last two days in Thoothukudi. On

Wednesday evening, the Tamil Nadu government invoked a “public

emergency” and asked internet service providers to cut off internet services

for 5 days in Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli and Kanniyakumari districts, to prevent

spread of provocative messages on social media by anti-social elements.
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One more killed in fresh firing in T.N.

MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

Since prohibitory orders under Section 144 of Cr.P.C. promulgated by the

district administration with effect from 10 p.m. on Monday, has been extended

till May 25, security forces had their hands full dispersing groups of people

who gathered in public places. They appealed through microphones to

residents to remain indoors.

At the government hospital, panic prevailed after a few unidentified persons

hurled a country-made bomb that exploded with a loud noise, just outside the

campus.

Subsequently, the security forces fired tear gas twice to deter further attacks

near the hospital.

Normal life continued to be disrupted, and there was scarcely any public

transport on the roads.

Police sources said they have arrested 67 rioters for the damage caused to

many government buildings and for setting 127 vehicles on fire.

Damage to property

On Wednesday, protesters also set ablaze two police buses, two government

vehicles and a private vehicle, besides damaging CCTV cameras installed in

Bryant Nagar.

Tasmac shops in Anna Nagar were damaged, the sources added.

The State government named retired High Court judge, Justice Aruna

Jagadeesan, as head of the committee to conduct an inquiry into the firing

incidents and submit a report. Senior IAS officers P.W.C. Davidar and

Gagandeep Singh Bedi, who were appointed as monitoring officers by Chief

Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami, visited Thoothukudi on Wednesday.
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Govt. forms panel to probe firing

CHENNAI,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Retired High Court judge Aruna Jagadeesan named to head
commission of inquiry

Following up on its assurance that a one-person inquiry commission would be

constituted to go into the police firing in Thoothukudi that led to the death of

10 persons on Tuesday, the government on Wednesday named retired High

Court judge Aruna Jagadeesan to conduct the inquiry.

The retired High Court judge will probe the law and order incidents in

Thoothukudi on May 22 when several thousands of protesters defied the

curfew in place and submit a report to the government, an official release said.

The announcement was made after a meeting was chaired by Chief Minister

Edappadi K. Palaniswami at the Secretariat to review the situation following

the violence in Thoothukudi.

Deputy Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam, senior Ministers Dindigul C.

Sreenivasan, K.A. Sengottaiyan, Sellur K. Raju, P. Thangamani, S.P.

Velumani, D. Jayakumar, C.Ve. Shanmugam, M.C. Sampath, K.C.
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Karuppannan, R. Kamaraj, Chief Secretary Girija Vaidyanathan, Home

Secretary Niranjan Mardi and Director General of Police T.K. Rajendran were

among those present in the meeting.

Meanwhile, Governor Banwarilal Purohit, who was in Udhagamandalam, cut

short his visit and returned to Chennai on Wednesday.

Meeting in Raj Bhavan

Later on Wednesday night, Mr. Palaniswami and Mr. Panneerselvam met Mr.

Purohit at Raj Bhavan here. Official sources said the meeting was primarily to

discuss the firing incidents in Thoothukudi on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Mr. Jayakumar, Ms. Vaidyanathan and Mr. Rajendran were also present at

the meeting.

69



5/24/2018 TV actor lands in trouble after comments on Thoothukudi firing - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/tv-actor-in-trouble-for-comments-on-stir/article23973353.ece 1/3

TV actor lands in trouble after comments on
Thoothukudi firing

CHENNAI,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Clad in police uniform, she posted a video urging people to stage
protests

A woman television artist landed in trouble after she made “damaging”

comments on the firing by the police on the protesters in Thoothukudi on

Tuesday.

Nilani essays the role of an Assistant Commissioner of Police in a TV serial.

Clip goes viral

After completing the shoot, clad in police uniform, she circulated a video

asking people to come forward in large numbers and protest.

The video went viral on Wednesday as many thought she was an officer.

Based on a complaint by Rishi, the Vadapalani police booked a case against

Ms. Nilani for offences under Sections 419 (Punishment for cheating by

personation), 153 (Wantonly giving provocation with intent to cause riot), 500

(Punishment for defamation) and 66 d (Punishment for cheating by

personation by using computer resource) of Information Technology Act.

Even after the booking of the case, she circulated yet another video on social

media justifying her comments. 70



5/24/2018 Tamil film industry condemns police action - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/tamil-film-industry-condemns-police-action/article23973330.ece 1/2

Tamil film industry condemns police action

CHENNAI,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

Udhav Naig

It was an inhuman act, says Nadigar Sangam

In the last 30 years, the Tamil film industry has always enjoyed a close and

polite relationship with the ruling party – be it the AIADMK or the DMK,

barring a few exceptions. Since the death of former Chief Minister

Jayalalithaa, more and more film personalities have become vocal in criticising

the functioning of the State government.

However, the recent brutal killing of more than 10 protesters against the

Sterlite Copper plant in Thoothukudi by police has had leading actors roundly

condemning the police opening fire on protesters that killed at least 10, besides

injuring many and the State government.

Petition to Governor

In a statement on Tuesday, Nadigar Sangam condemned the police violence

on protesters and called it ‘an inhuman act.’

Nadigar Sangam president Nasser and general secretary Vishal presented a

petition to Governor Banwarilal Purohit.

Mr. Nasser said the office bearers would meet on Thursday to decide on the

next course of action.

Mr. Vishal also strongly condemned the Thoothukudi killings and urged Prime

Minister Narendra Modi to intervene. “What is the need for bureaucrats of the

State and others to save Sterlite?” he wondered.

Treasurer Karthi said the opening of fire made one wonder if this was a

democratic country. In a video, veteran actor Sathyaraj also raised a question:

“Who is important: corporate bosses or our Tamil brethren?”

Actor Arvind Swami also tweeted that he was deeply saddened.

What is the need for bureaucrats of the State and others to save Sterlite?
Vishal

General Secretary, Nadigar Sangam 71

http://www.thehindu.com/profile/author/Udhav-Naig-455/


5/24/2018 ‘Preserve bodies of police firing victims’ - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/preserve-bodies-of-police-firing-victims/article23973321.ece 1/2

TAMIL NADU

‘Preserve bodies of police firing victims’
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The Madras High Court on Wednesday directed the State government to
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preserve the bodies of all those who died in the police firing in Thoothukudi on

Tuesday and Wednesday.

A Division Bench of Justices T. Ravindran and P. Velmurugan passed the

interim order on a public interest litigation petition seeking an inquiry into the

firing incident by the Thoothukudi principal district and sessions judge and a

direction to conduct re-postmortem of the bodies in the presence of

representatives of the victims.

Legal assistance

After granting time to the government till May 30 for filing a counter affidavit

to the PIL petition, the judges ordered that in the meantime, advocates should

not be prevented either by the district administration or by the police from

providing legal assistance to the victims and their families in Thoothukudi in

accordance with the law.

Though Additional Advocate General (AAG) Narmadha Sampath cited

imposition of prohibitory orders in the district under Section 144 of the Code

of Criminal Procedure and opposed the petitioner’s plea for permitting

advocates to provide assistance, the judges wondered how Section 144 could

prevent lawyers from rendering legal assistance to victims.

Earlier, during the course of the hearing, when Mr. Justice Ravindran wanted

to know whether postmortem had already been conducted, the AAG said it

was being done in the presence of judicial magistrates.
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CHENNAI,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

CHENNAI

CSE condemns firing on

anti-Sterlite protesters

The Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) on Wednesday condemned

the killing of 11 protesters in Thoothukudi in police firing. “We condemn the

killing of innocent protesters. Considering the history of this plant, the

residents were justified in protesting against the expansion. This plant has

polluted the environment and flouted standards with impunity for 20 years”,

said Sunita Narain, Director-General, CSE, said in a statement. Ms. Narain

said the Sterlite plant was a “classic case of failed environmental governance”.

She said years of violations by the company and concerns raised repeatedly by

the residents of the area seem to have mattered little.
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Police used AK 47 rifles, claims Stalin

Urges Chief Minister, DGP to resign owning responsibility

Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami, who did not even visit the victims of

the police firing in Thoothukudi, should accept his failure and step down from

his post, DMK working president M.K. Stalin said here on Wednesday.

Mr. Stalin claimed the police used modern firearms, including AK 47 rifles, to

kill the protesters as if they were terrorists.

Besides demanding the resignation of the Chief Minister and DGP T.K.

Rajendran, Mr. Stalin called for the transfer of the Thoothukudi Collector and

the Superintendent of Police.
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Firing in Thoothukudi sparks protests in Coimbatore

COIMBAT ORE,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Protesters demand resignation of State Government

Members of the CPI, CPI (M) farmers and lawyers staged protests in various

parts of the city on Wednesday against the police firing in Thoothukudi.

Former MP P.R. Natarajan, former MLAs M. Arumugham and K.C.

Karunakaran demanded permanent closure of the Sterlite industry. Members

of the Naam Tamilar Katchi staged a demonstration near the Coimbatore

South Taluk office. Makkal Adigaram members staged a protest near the

Power House in Tatabad.

Sources said that farmer-members of the Tamil Nadu Farmers’ Association

(non-partisan) raised slogans near the farmers’ market in Singanallur. Lawyers

and members of the People’s Union for Civil Liberties demanded the

resignation of the State Government and registration of murder case against
76

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/firing-in-thoothukudi-sparks-protests-in-coimbatore/article23973401.ece#


5/24/2018 Firing in Thoothukudi sparks protests in Coimbatore - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/firing-in-thoothukudi-sparks-protests-in-coimbatore/article23973401.ece 2/2

police officers for ordering the firing and personnel who fired at the protesters.

Social Democratic Party of India also staged a protest.

On May 25, the DMK had called for a protest near the Red Cross Junction.

Around 100 members of various parties, who united under the banner of

Tamil Nadu Makkal Medai, staged a protest at the bus stand in

Udhagamandalam.

Tirupur Staff Reporter adds:

In Tirupur, journalists staged a demonstration at Udumalpet on Wednesday to

protest against the assault on mediapersons at Thoothukudi on Tuesday. The

reporters and photojournalists, who participated in the agitation, demanded

action against the people who assaulted photo journalists including The

Hindu 's photojournalist N. Rajesh, for photographing and video graphing

violence near Thoothukudi Collectorate.

CPI (M), CPI, Naam Tamilar Katchi and Aathithamihar Peravai, among

others, also staged agitations at various places across the district condemning

the police firing.
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‘DMK, other parties to be blamed for permitting to set
up Sterlite unit’

COIMBAT ORE,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) and other political parties that paved the

way for Vedanta group to set up the Sterlite copper smelting plant in

Thoothukudi are to be blamed for the death of over 10 people in Tuesday’s

firing, according to Union Ministe of State for Finance Pon. Radhakrishnan.

The BJP was aware of the consequences of the setting up of the plant and that

was the reason it had protested right in the beginning, Mr. Radhakrishnan told

reporters here on Wednesday. The BJP opposed the setting up of the plant

right on day one. He had gone on fast for three days, was arrested, and

thereafter he continued his fast for another four days.

In response to a question on automatic rifles being used to fire at the

protesters, the Minister said he was unaware of the complete details of the

incident as he had returned to Chennai only on Wednesday after an official

trip abroad. And, from Chennai he had reached Coimbatore to participate in a

party conference in Pollachi. He would comment after gathering the full

details. A thorough probe was needed into the incident. And, as far as the

police action was concerned, it should be to maintain law and order, he said.

To a question on he or any other BJP leader visiting Thoothukudi, the

Minister said it was for the party's Central leadership to take a call.
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MLA justifies firing

COIMBAT ORE,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

R. Kanagaraj, Sulur MLA, has justified the police firing at protesters in

Thoothukudi on Tuesday saying if they had not opened fire at the rioters,

more persons would have died.

The MLA told reporters that the protest against the Sterlite plant that had

remained peaceful for 99 days and had turned violent on the 100th day on

Tuesday was largely due to the opposition parties aided by rowdies who

indulged in arson and riots.

He reasoned that the police had opened fire only after their officers and men

were attacked.

Though it was unfortunate that over 10 people were killed, the police action

was completely justified as they had to restore law and order.
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Protest against police firing

ERODE,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Pre-planned attack, say protesters

Condemning the killing of 11 persons in police firing during the anti-Sterlite

rally at Thoothukudi on Tuesday, various political parties and organisations

staged protest here on Wednesday.
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A protest was organised by Puratchikara Ilaignar Munnani at

Veerappanchatiram bus stop in which homage was paid to one of its cadre,

Tamilarasan, who was killed in the firing.

They said that the brutal attack on its own people was pre-planned and

executed by the State Government to instil fear in the minds of the people

against protesting.

They also said that all the human rights were violated and the protesters were

treated as terrorists while the police gunned them down. They warned that

protest will intensify in the coming days over the incident.

When members of CPI attempted to block the road in Sathyamangalam, the

police removed 18 cadre, including two women. They wanted the Sterlite

Company to be closed permanently and raised slogans against the government.

Protest was held in 10 places in the district, including, Perundurai, Bhavani

and Gobichettipalayam.

In Salem, a group of students attempted to enter the Collectorate, but were

prevented at the entrance.

They observed a minute’s silence on the road for the victims and staged

protest and raised slogans against the firing.

Members of Makkal Desam Katchi marched towards the Collectorate, but

were prevented by the police. They wanted the company to be closed

permanently and also action against the personnel responsible for the firing.

Members of Puratchikara Ilaignar Munnani staged protest near the

Collectorate.
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Protests planned in London over weekend

LONDON,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

Vidya Ram

Pressure on Sterlite mounts

A protest is set to take place outside the Indian embassy in London over the

weekend, as pressure on Sterlite and authorities in India and the U.K. mounts

following the killing of at least 12 people in police firing in Thoothukudi over

the past two days and the ruling by the Madras High Court to cease

construction on Unit II of the plant.

With the company being headquartered in London and listed on the London

Stock Exchange, the city has long been a centre of campaigns against the

metal and mining giant’s global activities both by NGOs and diaspora groups.

The protest on Saturday afternoon is being organised by Foil Vedanta, a

grassroots activist group, centred in London but which has linked up with

domestic campaign groups, which has been pushing for action on the company

for the past few years, alongside Tamil People in U.K., a group representing

several thousand members across Britain.

“We want to point to the collusion of the Indian State in these killings. We

absolutely condemn the collusion with this British corporate entity who we

hold directly responsible for the events,” said Miriam Rose, of Foil Vedanta.

“We are gravely concerned about the treatment of protesters and the violation

of human rights,” said Karthik Kamalakannan of Tamil People in U.K. “We

also want to express our solidarity with the protesters. We are proud of the

stand they have been taking against this corporate giant.” The group held a

protest outside the London house of Vedanta chairman Anil Agarwal on

Tuesday, as soon as news of the killings broke. Mr. Kamalakannan said the

group would also be reaching out to British MPs to push for a parliamentary

debate.

Past criticism

Vedanta Resources has faced criticism in the past from politicians and others
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in the U.K. over its track record.

Foil Vedanta has repeatedly called for a cross-party inquiry into Vedanta

Resources, and a review of the decision by Britain’s regulatory authorities to

allow the company to list on the London Stock Exchange. “We have been

calling for the company to be delisted,” said Ms. Rose. “Delisting it would be

the ultimate action the government could take. We argue that the regulator

never did the due diligence at the time. It should never have been listed.”

We want to express our solidarity with the protesters

Karthik Kamalakannan

Tamil People in U.K.
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Protesters demand CM’s resignation

MADURAI,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

CPI and CPI(M) cadre stage road roko and demonstration at various
places in the district

Madurai district witnessed a number of protests on Wednesday, mainly by the

Communist parties and a few other organisations, against the police firing on

anti-Sterlite protesters in Thoothukudi on Tuesday, which has resulted in the

death of 11 people so far.

Around 100 cadre of the CPI (M), led by its R. Vijayarajan, Madurai urban

district secretary, staged a road roko near Periyar bus stand raising slogans

against the Tamil Nadu government for ‘indiscriminate’ firing on protesters.

Cadre belonging to Tamil Puligal Katchi staged a road roko at the venue over

the issue later in the day.
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More than 100 people from both the organisations were detained by the

police.

The CPI (M) organised a protest in Samayanallur. Madukkur S.Ramalingam,

State executive committee member, who led the demonstration, called for the

resignation of the AIADMK government accepting full responsibility for the

deaths.

Stating that the commission of inquiry formed under a retired High Court

judge was unacceptable, he said that an inquiry by a serving judge of the

Madras High Court must be ordered.

More relief

He demanded that the compensation announced by the government to the

family of deceased must be increased to Rs. 1 crore.

The party cadre staged a demonstration in Melur in the evening.

At Othakadai, K. Kalidas, Madurai district secretary, CPI, led a road roko.

Calling the State government ‘fascist,’ he alleged that it acted on behalf of the

BJP-led government at the Centre and demanded the resignation of the Chief

Minister.

He said that nearly 150 cadre of his party staged demonstrations in at least

eight places across the district.

All of them were detained by the police.
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TAMIL NADU

Bishops’ Council condemns govt.

MADURAI,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Demands a thorough enquiry

The Tamil Nadu Bishops’ Council has strongly condemned the Tamil Nadu

government and Sterlite Copper for the police firing on protesters on Tuesday

that has resulted in the death of 12 people so far.

In a statement issued by its president Most Rev Antony Pappusamy, it said

that the killing of protesters was a fascistic approach and went against

democratic principles.

Pointing out that people of Thoothukudi were protesting against Sterlite

Copper for more than ten years, the council said that even the judiciary had

raised questions about the functioning of the unit on several occasions.

Alleging that Sterlite Copper always tried to suppress the protests instead of

listening to the genuine concerns of people, the council said that even the State

and Union governments accorded priority for protection of corporate interests

than listening to the concerns of people. It criticised the State and Central

governments for branding those fighting for environmental issues as “anti-

national” and “anti-development.”

Stating that the those who protested for jallikattu through democratic means

were earlier branded as terrorists, the council alleged that the government was

doing the same thing with anti-Sterlite protesters now.

Demanding a thorough inquiry by a high-level committee on the issue, the

council urged the State government to ensure adequate compensation to the

injured and families of the deceased.
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Protests galore against Thoothukudi police firing

RAMANAT HAPURAM/SIVAGANGA,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

Madurai Bureau

Resignation of Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami sought

Volunteers of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), Communist Party of

India (Marxist), Naam Tamizhar Katchi (NTK) and other outfits staged

demonstrations at different places in the two districts on Wednesday,

protesting against police firing on anti-Sterlite rally in Thoothukudi and killing

of more than 10 protesters.

DMK district secretary Suba Tha Diwakaran, who led the protest at NSK

Veedhi in Rameswaram, said the police firing on those who took out peaceful

rally demanding the closure of Sterlite Copper plant was part of a larger

conspiracy to silence the protesters and demanded the resignation of Chief

Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami.

Alleging that the district administration and the police had mishandled the issue

resulting in the loss of lives of at least 12 people, he said the Chief Minister

should own moral responsibility and step down. The firing could have been

averted had the police mobilised enough strength in advance and handled the

situation properly, he said. “It appears to be an indiscriminate firing by the

police,” he said and demanded action against the erred police officials. He also
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demanded that the government pay compensation of Rs. One crore each to

the families of those killed in the gunfire. Former Ministers Suba Thangavelan,

R. Sathiyamoorthy were among others took part in the protest demonstration.

CPI (M) volunteers staged a protest at Rameswaram bus stand. Addressing

the protest, district secretary V. Kasinathadurai alleged that the firing and

killing exposed the larger conspiracy to silence the protest against Sterlite.

Thoothukudi Collector and Superintendent of Police should be held

responsible for the carnage. Peace would return to the district only if Sterlite

was permanently closed, he said.

Party office-bearers E. Justin, G. Siva, K. Karunakaran, P.R. Senthilvel and

M. Karunamoorthy were among others took part in the agitation. Volunteers

of NTK and members of CITU, AITUC and Students Federation of India also

staged a protest at Aranmanai in Ramanathapuram town. In Sivaganga, more

than 40 volunteers of CPI (M), led by district secretary M. Kandasamy

courted arrest after they staged a road roko, protesting against the police firing.

Dindigul

Around 150 members of Thamizhaga Makkal Medai, including those from

CITU, CPI and farmers’ associations, staged a demonstration near Dindigul

Corporation officeThe members demanded the resignation of Chief Minister

Edappadi K. Palaniswami and Deputy Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam.

They demanded stern action against the police and other officers involved in

the shooting. The members also condemned the sharp hike in the prices of

petroleum and other essential commodities. They also flayed ‘anti-people’

policies of the Central government that completed its four year term on May

23.

Virudhunagar

Over 300 cadre of CPI (M) and CPI were arrested when they staged road

roko. The CPI (M) district secretary, Arjunan and CPI former MLA, T.

Ramasamy led the protests at Srivilliputtur and Watrap respectively.

The agitation was held in 12 places. Over 40 NTK cadre staged a

demonstration in Sivakasi, led by town secretary, Selvam.
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Police action flayed

T HANJAVUR,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Makkal Adhikaram has criticised Tuesday’s police action against protesters in

Thoothukudi.

In a press release issued here on Wednesday, the social outfit’s State treasurer

K. Kaliappan said the act of the Thoothukudi Collector in making himself

scarce when he was expected to act amounted to gross criminal negligence for

which he must be prosecuted.

Using firearms of unprecedented power, police acted in a vengeful manner

with an intent to kill and not contain the agitated the protesters.

‘Inhuman’

“We strongly condemn the inhuman killings, and want the State Government

to act against the DGP and other police officers concerned, besides

compensate the loss of lives,” Mr. Kaliappan added.
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TAMIL NADU

Police firing barbaric,says Dhinakaran

T IRUCHI,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The police firing on anti-Sterlite protesters in Thoothukudi was ‘barbaric’, and

the unsavoury incident only showed the ‘impotency’ of the State government,

Amma Makkal Munnetra Kazhagam (AMMK) leader T.T.V. Dhinakaran said

here on Wednesday.

Addressing mediapersons, he termed the one-man commission of inquiry

announced by the government to probe the violence an eyewash.. A

commission headed by a retired judge would not serve any purpose. An

inquiry panel headed by a serving Madras High Court judge should be

constituted instead, Mr. Dhinakaran said.

Noting that the agitation had been going on for over 100 days, he questioned

what the State Intelligence Wing and the Q Branch CID were doing all along.

The situation in Thoothukudi took a violent turn and culminated in the police

firing due to the “indifferent attitude” of the District Collector and the “wrong

approach” of the police, who were “acting at the behest of their political

masters”, he said.

“People have come to the considered view that the [current] government

should no longer exist,” he claimed.

The police had acted in a “frenzied manner” by opening fire, he added.
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Dismiss Thoothukudi Collector, SP, says Dhivakaran

T IRUCHI,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

‘Duo responsible for the violence’

V. Dhivakaran, brother of V.K. Sasikala, on Wednesday demanded the

dismissal of the Collector and Superintendent of Police of Thoothukudi

district.

The riots and violence during the anti-Sterlite protests at Thoothukudi

demonstrated the ineffectiveness of the State government, Mr. Dhivakaran,

who leads the AIADMK ‘Amma’ faction, told reporters after garlanding the

statue of Perumpidugu Mutharaiyar in the city.

Holding the Collector and the SP responsible for the unsavoury turn of events,

he said peace and normalcy would return only if the two officials were

dismissed immediately.

Compensation

Demanding the closure of the Sterlite unit, Mr. Dhivakaran said a higher

quantum of compensation should be given to the families of the victims.

Further, government job must be given to a member of the family of the

deceased.

He expressed confidence that the inquiry commission set up by the State

government to probe the Thoothukudi firing would get concrete evidence.

“The government is unable to arrest actor-turned politician S.Ve.Shekar, but

protesters are being gunned down. It is for the people to judge,” he said.
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Entirely preventable

MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

There must be a thorough inquiry intothe lead-up to the deaths in
Thoothukudi

The protest against the copper smelter plant of Sterlite Copper in Thoothukudi

has witnessed its deadliest turn so far, with the death of 12 people in police

firing. It was clear the movement would put up a show of strength on May 22,

the 100th day of this phase of protests — in fact, the Madurai Bench of the

Madras High Court had predicted that it was “likely to trigger a law and order

situation” and declared that the “protesters do not have any intention of

conducting a peaceful protest”. Yet, the Tamil Nadu government failed to

gauge the intensity of what was coming. It is a tragic irony that such an angry

and violent demonstration could have been staged at a time when the plant is

not operational and after the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board refused to

renew its consent to operate. It raises questions about the government’s failure

to drive this point home forcefully, and casts a doubt about the real intent of

some of the protesters, possibly a small section comprising hardline groups.

The immediate task is to compensate the public for its losses and end the

alienation of the affected communities through talks. But the commission of

inquiry headed by retired judge Aruna Jagadeesan must examine why 12 lives

were brutally snuffed out, more specifically, the chilling accusation that snipers

were deployed by the police force to pick out protesters in a premeditated

manner. Any police response must be commensurate with the gravity of the

situation; there is no place for heavy-handedness and a disproportionate use of

force. The inquiry must establish who gave the orders to fire and on what

basis. Also, why the police failed to intervene well before the protest

developed an angry head of steam.

Sterlite stakes claim to be India’s largest copper producer and is a major

presence in Tamil Nadu’s industrial mix. But it has had mixed fortunes over

the two decades of its production, including periods when it was under

administrative orders of closure, a Rs. 100-crore fine imposed for pollution by
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the Supreme Court in 2013, and consistent opposition from fishermen. Now,

there is a fresh injunction and the Madras High Court has restrained it from a

proposed capacity expansion plan. This, together with the decision to not

renew consent for operation, gives a moment for pause for all sides. An urgent

process, such as an all-party meeting, is needed to heal the wounds, and infuse

confidence in the community. A credible environmental audit should be

undertaken, without compromising on the ‘polluter pays’ principle. The

TNPCB, which usually scores poorly on transparency, should commission

credible experts to assess the quality of air and water in Thoothukudi. Only

such verifiable measures will build public confidence, and make orderly

industrialisation viable.
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There must be a thorough inquiry into the lead-up to the deaths in
Thoothukudi

The protest against the copper smelter plant of Sterlite Copper in Thoothukudi

has witnessed its deadliest turn so far, with the death of 12 people in police

firing. It was clear the movement would put up a show of strength on May 22,

the 100th day of this phase of protests — in fact, the Madurai Bench of the

Madras High Court had predicted that it was “likely to trigger a law and order

situation” and declared that the “protesters do not have any intention of

conducting a peaceful protest”. Yet, the Tamil Nadu government failed to

gauge the intensity of what was coming. It is a tragic irony that such an angry

and violent demonstration could have been staged at a time when the plant is

not operational and after the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board refused to

renew its consent to operate. It raises questions about the government’s failure

to drive this point home forcefully, and casts a doubt about the real intent of

some of the protesters, possibly a small section comprising hardline groups.

The immediate task is to compensate the public for its losses and end the

alienation of the affected communities through talks. But the commission of

inquiry headed by retired judge Aruna Jagadeesan must examine why 12 lives

were brutally snuffed out, more specifically, the chilling accusation that snipers

were deployed by the police force to pick out protesters in a premeditated

manner. Any police response must be commensurate with the gravity of the

situation; there is no place for heavy-handedness and a disproportionate use of

force. The inquiry must establish who gave the orders to fire and on what

basis. Also, why the police failed to intervene well before the protest

developed an angry head of steam.

Sterlite stakes claim to be India’s largest copper producer and is a major

presence in Tamil Nadu’s industrial mix. But it has had mixed fortunes over

the two decades of its production, including periods when it was under

Thoothukudi firing: Entirely preventable
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administrative orders of closure, a . 100-crore fine imposed for pollution by

the Supreme Court in 2013, and consistent opposition from fishermen. Now,

there is a fresh injunction and the Madras High Court has restrained it from a

proposed capacity expansion plan. This, together with the decision to not

renew consent for operation, gives a moment for pause for all sides. An urgent

process, such as an all-party meeting, is needed to heal the wounds, and infuse

confidence in the community. A credible environmental audit should be

undertaken, without compromising on the ‘polluter pays’ principle. The

TNPCB, which usually scores poorly on transparency, should commission

credible experts to assess the quality of air and water in Thoothukudi. Only

such verifiable measures will build public confidence, and make orderly

industrialisation viable.
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NATION, CURRENT AFFAIRS

Stop act ing: Policem an told  dyin g
anti-Sterlit e protestor in  Tutico rin
DECCAN CHRONICLE.

At least 12 people have died during the anti-Sterlite protest in Tamil Nadu's Tuticorin.

Tuticorin:  As fresh violence erupted at the site of anti-
Sterlite protest in Tuticorin on Wednesday, a video has
emerged showing inhuman reaction of the police as a young
man lay dying on the ground.

In the video, 22-year-old Kaliappan can be seen lying on the

 Protesters are demanding that Sterlite's copper smelting plant be shut down because it is
contaminating the air and water of the region. (Photo: Screengrab/Twitter)
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ground with policemen surrounding him. As he moves his
head a little, one of the policemen prods him with a stick and
says, “Stop acting”.

 
Kaliappan was
among the
hundreds
protesting against
a Sterlite plant at

Tamil Nadu's Tuticorin. He died of his gunshot wounds soon
after.

He was declared dead when he was brought to the
government hospital in Thoothukudi.

Following Kaliappan’s death, the toll in the unfortunate and
avoidable tragedy has risen to 12.

On Wednesday, the Tamil Nadu government ordered
suspension of internet services in Tuticorin and adjoining
districts of Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari for five days to
prevent spread of rumours through social media and help
bring public tranquility.

Read:  After fresh violence, internet services suspended
in Tuticorin, top cop shifted
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The government also transferred district collector N
Venkatesh and Superintendent of Police P Mahendran on
Wednesday.

Tirunelveli District collector, Sandeep Nanduri has been
appointed as Tuticorin district, an official release said.

Nilgiris District SP Murali Rambha will replace P Mahendran.

A video released by news agency ANI on Wednesday taking
aim from the top of a bus and then a voice from the
background makes a shocking statement: "At least one
should die".

Also Read:  Video of anti-Sterl i te protest shows cop
saying 'at least 1 should die'

The killings of protestors have evoked a sharp response
from the opposition with MDMK founder likening it to
Jallianwala Bagh massacre.

Also Read:  Tamil ians murdered for refusing RSS
ideals:  Rahul on anti-Sterl i te ki l l ings
The protesters are demanding that Sterlite's copper smelting
plant be shut down as it is polluting the air and water of the

region
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After fresh  vio lence, in ternet
services su spended in  Tutico rin ,
top cop sh if ted
DECCAN CHRONICLE / PTI

Internet services in Tuticorin, adjoining Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari has been suspended for

5 days.

Chennai:  The Tamil Nadu government on Wednesday
ordered suspension of internet services in Tuticorin and
adjoining districts of Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari for five
days to prevent spread of rumours through social media and
help bring public tranquility.

The government also transferred district collector N

 12 people have died in anti-Sterlite protests in Tamil Nadu's Tuticorin. (Photo: AFP)
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Venkatesh and Superintendent of Police P Mahendran on
Wednesday.

 
Tirunelveli District
collector,
Sandeep Nanduri
has been
appointed as

Tuticorin district, an official release said.

Nilgiris District SP Murali Rambha will replace P Mahendran.

Blaming provocative messages spread through social
media, the government in an order said such messages led
to a massive gathering of about 20,000 people on Tuesday in
Tuticorin against Sterlite's copper plant which subsequently
resulted in violence and police action.

Noting that anti-social elements were trying to exploit the
situation, the government directed nodal officers of Internet
Service Providers in these three districts to suspend internet
services till May 27 effective from Wednesday.

Citing a communique in this respect from the Director
General of Police, the order said "it is felt necessary that the
services of internet should be stopped/curtailed to prevent
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spread of such rumours."

With 11 falling to police firing on Tuesday, when the anti-
Sterlite stir entered the 100th day and the protesters
marched to the district collector’s office to present demand
for permanent closure of the copper smelter unit alleging it
was polluting environment and groundwater, one more death
on Wednesday has now taken the toll in the unfortunate and
avoidable tragedy to 12.

119



120



121



122



Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

123

http://www.tcpdf.org


7/10/2018 Internet suspended for five days in three southern districts - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/internet-suspended-for-five-days-in-three-southern-districts/articleshowprint/64301354.cms 1/2

Internet suspended for five days in three southern
districts
TNN | May 24, 2018, 12.44 PM IST

Printed from

With Tuticorin continuing to remain tense on Wednesday, the state

government suspended internet services in the neighbouring districts of

Tuticorin, Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari for five days from Wednesday

evening. The government has directed internet service providers to stall

data connectivity till May 27. 

The state government took the step following advice from the Centre

when union home secretary Rajiv Gauba spoke to Tamil Nadu chief

secretary Girija Vaidyanathan to ascertain the ground situation in Tuticorin. 

“During the interaction, the union home secretary suggested that the state

suspend internet services in the troubled region to prevent spread of

rumours and false alerts through social media until the situation is brought

under control and the state agreed to do so,” a source in the Tamil Nadu government told TOI. 

Additional chief secretary to Tamil Nadu government Niranjan Mardi, in charge of the home department, in a communication to

nodal officers of all internet service providers recalled the death of “some people in police action” during protests against

Sterlite factory at Tuticorin on May 22 when around 20,000 people, mobilised mainly through social media, had engaged in

violence.

“Provocative messages are being spread on social media and antisocial elements are trying to exploit the situation,” he said. 
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“A public emergency has arisen which necessitates immediate action and speedy remedy for public peace and it was felt

necessary that internet services be stopped to prevent spreading of such rumours,” the government communiqué said.

“The internet services for mobile devices have been cut for now,” an employee with a private telecom company said.
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Death toll rises to 13 in Tuticorin police firing
TNN | May 24, 2018, 12.26 PM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: The death toll in Tuticorin’s anti-Sterlite protest rose to 13 on

Thursday with Selvasekar,42 of Sawyerpuram, succumbing to injuries at

the Tuticorin government hospital. 

Security at the government hospital in Tuticorin was tight and the situation

continued to be tense. About 200 police personnel has been stationed

there, including senior IPS officers. 

Read also: Police firing killed 796 civilians in 6 years

Sources said postmortem examination had been performed on two of the

13 bodies, as only three families of the deceased persons were present for inquest, as rules mandate. 

The families of ten other victims have not arrived at the hospital, some of them angry with the system and the others keeping

away due to local pressure. On Wednesday, the Madras high court had ordered that 11 bodies be preserved until further orders.

Meanwhile, former Tirunelveli District Collector, Sandeep Nanduri took charge as new Tuticorin District Collector. 
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Restoring normalcy in Tuticorin priority, says new
collector
TNN | May 24, 2018, 02.18 PM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: Former Tirunelveli district collector Sandeep Nanduri assumed

charge as district collector of violence-ravaged Tuticorin on Thursday and

said restoring normalcy at the earliest would be his priority.

Speaking to reporters soon after assuming office, the new collector said

the government had asked him and newly-appointed Superintendent of

Police Murali Ramba to assume charge immediately. “It is a big

responsibility, which the government has entrusted with the new SP,

myself and other officials. It shows the faith it has in us,” Nanduri said.

He assured the reporters of regular interactions, as he felt that the two way

communication between the masses and the officers, and vice versa played an important role in the restoration process and the

media would be the important bridge between the two. 

When pointed out that there was acute shortage of food and water in many places, including the government hospital where the

patients and their attenders were facing difficulties, he said steps were being taken to ensure food supplies at the earliest and

that he would visit the government hospital soon.

Asked who gave the firing orders which led to many people being killed on Tuesday, he said that it would be inappropriate for

him to comment on the issue. “The government has appointed a senior judge and we will have to wait for the report for a clear
picture,” he said. 
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Tuticorin sterlite protests: When innocents came in the
line of fire and dropped dead
TNN | May 24, 2018, 01.20 PM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: Among the victims of Tuesday’s police firing at anti-Sterlite

protesters in Tuticorin were not just protesters, but innocent passersby

who unwittingly came in the line of fire. Antony Selvaraj, 46 of Annai

Veilankanni Nagar, was one such hapless person who lost his life while

coming out of his office. 

Selvaraj was employed in a shipping firm at Teacher’s Colony near Third

Mile, a few hundred metres from the collectorate where the police opened

fire. His daughter Jennifer had attained puberty and the family was busy

preparing for a function in this connection. He had told his wife in the

morning that he would pick her from her office and together they would go

to invite friends and relatives. However, fate willed otherwise and Selvaraj

was shot dead.

L Prabhu, 36, a fisherman of Therespuram, must thank his lucky stars to be alive after taking a bullet in his triceps. He had

already lost his right hand which had to be amputated after a cracker blast four years ago. On Tuesday, he had gone to the

collectorate only as a spectator when the firing started and he ran for cover. Police were lathicharging and he did not know that

he had taken a bullet. "I only thought it was a lathi impact that I sustained. The bullet was fired from behind and I had got it on

my triceps. I ran to my house and it was only then that my sister L Anitha saw blood oozing from the gunshot wound,"he told

TOI. 

Cousins Priyanka and Anitha took him to the government medical college hospital. However, the hospital authorities could not
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admit him as there was heavy rush and he had to spend the night on painkillers. He returned to the hospital at 11 am on

Wednesday when the bullet was pulled out surgically. Sasu Anand, 27, of Therespuram was also injured in the firing at

Theraspuram with bullets piercing his neck on the left as well as left thigh. Suyambu Lingam, his friend, says Sasu is lucky to

have evaded a bullet fired at his head. Muthukamar, 23, who works in a finance company at Tuticorin had bullet injuries on his

right hand and left leg. The bullets were retrieved surgically.

Also among the protesters who died in the firing was S Maniraj, 25, who had got married to Petchiammal only three months

ago. He owns an electrical shop and has been part of the anti-Sterlite protest all through the 100 days. During the protest, he

sustained bullet injuries and died on Tuesday evening leaving his pregnant wife inconsolable. C Julie, 40, a widow who was

among the protesters who marched to the collectorate said, "I am a homemaker and mother of two children who are in Classes

IX and IV. I joined the protest on the eighth day after my husband died. The protest was a silent exercise from our part. The

government and police cornered us at the collectorate and killed our brothers and sisters," she said.
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26 riot victims undergo surgery for bullet injuries
TNN | May 24, 2018, 12.46 AM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: Twenty-six riot victims who suffered bullet injuries and

fractures underwent surgery in Tuticorin Medical College and Hospital till

Wednesday afternoon. “The condition of all is stable. We have brought 30

surgeons from various specialities from the Tirunelveli Medical College

and Hospital and Government Rajaji Hospital,” director of medical

education (DME) A Edwin Joe told TOI. 

This is in addition to the 80 doctors from the hospital here and nearly 250

nurses and paramedics who have been dedicated to attend to riot victims. 

“Those who have been operated upon include those from whom bullets

were retrieved and those who had suffered fractures,” he said and added

that they have not taken stock of the number of persons who suffered

bullet injuries as focus was to treat them.

“The hospital is equipped to treat those who have been admitted and there is no need to refer them to private or other tertiary

care government hospitals,” he added. One of the vehicles in which doctors were heading to the hospital was damaged in the

stone pelting near the New bus stand. Luckily nobody was injured in the incident. 

He stated that nine persons were brought dead to the hospital till Wednesday afternoon.

He added that only person who was critically injured, died in the hospital and that the condition of one more person who is

being treated was critical. “The six surgery theatres in the hospital have been busy from 3 pm on Tuesday,” he said. 
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He added that efforts were underway to fix issues of unavailability of food and water for the attendants of the patients.

Edwin Joe said that four judicial magistrates – from Tuticorin, Kovilpatti, Srivaikuntam and Tiruchendur – were conducting

inquest before post-mortem for those who were killed in the violence was conducted.
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Tuticorin: ‘We rescued cops from rioters, but they
assaulted us’
TNN | May 24, 2018, 12.55 AM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: The videos of police assaulting the mob during the anti-

Sterlite protest have been going viral on social media over the last two

days, so have videos of a group of youths protecting policemen and

women from the rioters. Among those who saved the police from harm

was K Santhosh Raj, 21, of Pandarampatti, a BCom student and district

organiser of All College Students Federation in Tuticorin district, and his

friends.

Santhosh, who has been actively taking part in the anti-Sterlite protest, was

part of the rally that began at Our Lady Of Snows church near the old

harbour in the city. "More than hundred students from various colleges

were with me. We were near the bypass bridge when the mob started

resisting the police with vigour. The police were outnumbered and they ran for their lives", he told TOI while getting treated for

his injuries at a hospital.

He said a lone woman constable got separated from the other men and women and were surrounded by a mob with logs and

stones in their hands. But Santhosh and two other student protesters stood between her and the mob. "Don’t show your

courage to a woman," they told the men who immediately left the woman and walked to another direction. The trio then

escorted her to safety from the place and united her with the other police personnel. "Then, myself and other protesters headed

to the collectorate where we were brutally attacked by the police,"Santhosh lamented. 
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Santhosh had a long cut on the right side of his forehead that needed nine stitches and received severe beatings with the lathi.

Santhosh said he was among those who were in the front row of the protests. According to him, the protesters had planned to

take out a silent rally to the collectorate despite denial of permission by the police.

"Like the jallikattu protests, we wanted to stage a silent but strong protest by waiting under the trees at the collectorate. But the

police instigated us by attacking us without any reason,"he said.
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‘We carried the injured head constable for 2km’
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Printed from

Tuticorin: “There was no facility to take him to hospital. A colleague and I carried him, hoisting him on to our shoulders in turns,

for more than two kilometres before we were able to find an autorickshaw and rush him to hospital," said a policeman. 

Himself injured in the incidents where anti-Sterlite protesters turned against the men and women in khaki in Tuticorin on

Tuesday, the policeman was speaking to TOI over phone about how he had helped bring Jaisankar, a head constable in the

special banch CID, to hospital. 

While Jaisankar, a resident of Ettaiyapuram, was unable to speak, the injured policeman said: "The protesters chased and

attacked us. When Jaisankar, who was in civilain clothes, took cover behind a shack, they attacked him from behind." 

"Some residents of the area noticed him (Jaishankar) being attacked before we were able to get to him. The doctors stiched up

the wound on his head caused when some people hit him with a blade like weapon. It was a planned attack. Had the residents

not noticed him, we may have lost him. Many of the protesters knew him (Jaishankar) and targeted him."

The policeman also complained that there was no proper command from senior officers even as the personnel on the filed tried

to escape from the enraged crowd that attacked them with sticks and stones.  

He claimed that few had anticipated that the protesters would gather in huge numbers and that there was little preparation to

thwart any untoward incident. "There was a lack of briefing. None of the local police personnel suffered injuries. All those injured

were from the armed reserve or the Tamil Nadu special battalion. There should have been a two-layer network of barricades

around the collectorate to protect the police personnel," he said.
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At least 44 police personnel were injured in stone-pelting incidents. Among the injured are Sahaya Robin, 26, Santhamari, 26,

Mary Jagirtha, 41, Sophia, 25, Nithya, 25, Sabura Banu, 30, Grace Mariammal, 31, Priya, 31, Selvarani, 43, Ajitha, 40, Arun

Christopher, 36, Arunkumar, 26, Manirathnam, 25, Mano, 27, and Sathyamurthy, 27.
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Printed from

MADURAI: The death toll in Tuticorin’s anti-Sterlite protest rose to 13 on

Thursday with Selvasekar,42 of Sawyerpuram, succumbing to injuries at

the Tuticorin government hospital. 

Security at the government hospital in Tuticorin was tight and the situation

continued to be tense. About 200 police personnel has been stationed

there, including senior IPS officers. 

Read also: Police firing killed 796 civilians in 6 years

Sources said postmortem examination had been performed on two of the

13 bodies, as only three families of the deceased persons were present for inquest, as rules mandate. 

The families of ten other victims have not arrived at the hospital, some of them angry with the system and the others keeping

away due to local pressure. On Wednesday, the Madras high court had ordered that 11 bodies be preserved until further orders.

Meanwhile, former Tirunelveli District Collector, Sandeep Nanduri took charge as new Tuticorin District Collector. 
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Protesters court arrest over firing

CHENNAI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Government accused of unleashing terror on innocent people; probe by
sitting HC judge demanded

Political outfits including the Thamizhaga Vazhvurimai Kootamaippu, the

Dravidar Viduthalai Kazhagam, the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi and the

May 17 Movement took out a procession and held an agitation in the city on

Thursday condemning the killing of 12 protesters in Thoothukudi.

They assembled in groups before the Triplicane police station and marched
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towards the State Guest House on Walajah Road holding placards condemning

the State government for “unleashing terror on the people who were agitating

in a peaceful manner” and also demanding a ban on the Sterlite plant in

Thoothukudi.

Tamizhar Vazhvurimai Katchi leader T. Velmurugan said, “We demand that

police officials and the District Collector of Thoothukudi be booked on

charges of murder. A sitting judge of the Madras High Court should probe the

causes that led to the shooting.”

Members of Makkal Mandram, the Social Democratic Party, the Aam Aadmi

Party and a few other political parties also joined in the agitation. Activists of

the May 17 Movement said the Sterlite plant should be closed and Chief

Secretary Girija Vaidyanathan should be terminated from service for allegedly

issuing the firing order.

The agitators demanded a probe by the United Nations Human Rights

Commission into the firing. They also wanted the AIADMK government to

resign. A heavy posse of police personnel was deployed to avert any untoward

incident.

Mr. Velmurugan, Dravidar Viduthalai Kazhagam leader Kolathur Mani, Tamil

Desiya Munnani president Pazha Nedumaran, Tamilaga Makkal Munnetra

Kazhagam leader John Pandian, directors Ameer and Ram and their

supporters were blocked by the police near the State Guest House when they

attempted to proceed towards the Secretariat. They were later detained and

taken to a community hall in Chintadripet.
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Thoothukudi violence: CB-CID continues searches

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 25,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Collects evidence materials such as stones, shards of glass

Crime Branch – Criminal Investigation Department (CB-CID) officials

continued their searches for evidence in connection with the anti-Sterlite

violence for the second day on Sunday.

The team conducted searches at various places, including Sterlite quarters,

Collectorate, Anna Nagar and Threspuram. The officials also conducted a

search at Tharuvaikulam dump yard, looking for remnants and other materials
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related to the incident.

Samples from the vehicles which were torched during the May 22 violence

were collected by the forensic team. Sources said no cartridges fired by the

police were found on Saturday. Possible evidence materials such as stones and

shards of glass were collected.

Ten teams comprising nearly 100 officials, including those from Bomb

Detection and Disposal Squad, Forensic Sciences department, Ballistics

department and the Department of Survey, have undertaken three-day search

and combing operations across the city. The searches were recorded in video

and photographs.
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Tamil Nadu CM says Sterlite will be shut; power
supply cut

CHENNAI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

TNPCB orders closure after finding the unit was preparing to resume
production

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami said on Thursday that

the State government was taking all steps legally to permanently close down

Sterlite Copper, a Vedanta Group company, in Thoothukudi.

Thirteen persons were killed in police firing during the protests against the

plant.

Earlier in the day, the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) ordered

the closure of the Sterlite Copper unit with immediate effect and disconnected
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electricity supply to the plant at 5.15 a.m.

“This government is Amma’s [Jayalalithaa’s] government that respects the

sentiments of the people. As far as the Sterlite issue is concerned, this Amma’s

government is taking steps legally to close down the unit,” Mr. Palaniswami

told journalists at the Secretariat.

His statement came soon after Leader of the Opposition M.K. Stalin staged a

dharna outside the Chief Minister’s chamber. Mr. Stalin, who was physically

removed from the Secretariat premises and detained till the evening, alleged

that the Sterlite Group had bribed the government.

TNPCB inspections

In its order, the TNPCB said that during inspections by its officials on May 18

and 19, it was found that “the unit was carrying out activities to resume its

production operations” though permission was not granted.

Following this, the Joint Chief Environmental Engineer, Tirunelveli,

recommended disconnection of electricity supply to the plant under Section

33A of the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, and

Section 31A of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution)Act, 1981.

Awaiting nod: Vedanta

However, Vedanta Chairman Anil Agarwal on Thursday said the company

would like to continue the business at the plant with the “wish” of the

community.

At present, the company is waiting for clearance from the court and the

government to restart the plant, which was closed for annual maintenance, Mr.

Agarwal said in a video statement on Twitter.
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Why is PM silent on police firing: Cong.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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NEW DELHI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

‘TN govt. has forfeited right to rule’

Questioning Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s silence over the Thoothukudi

police firing that killed 11 people for protesting against a copper plant, the

Congress on Thursday asked the Prime Minister to spell out if the Chief

Minister of Tamil Nadu was “fit to be dismissed.”

Senior Congress leader Abhishek Manu Singhvi told reporters at a press

briefing that the, “Tamil Nadu government has forfeited the political, moral,

ethical right to rule” and demanded an immediate apology for police brutality.

Playing on the viral ‘fitness challenge’ on social media, Mr. Singhvi said, “This

is another kind of fitness challenge...thrown to the Prime Minister. Does he

think the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu is fit to be dismissed?”

Posing a series of questions, the Congress alleged that the Modi government in

December 2014 had done away with the process of public consultation before

granting environmental clearances to projects such as the one in Thoothukudi.

Mr. Singhvi also said the State government should find out which government

officials had allowed the project in Tamil Nadu after it was moved out of

Maharashtra owing to public protests in 1994.
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CM mum on who ordered firing
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Blames Opposition, anti-social elements

Countering charges against the State government and questions on the need

for police firing which claimed the lives of 13 anti-Sterlite protesters in
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Thoothukudi, Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami on Thursday accused

the Opposition parties and anti-social elements of instigating the protesters with

an intention to malign the reputation of the government.

In an interaction with the media for the first time since the firing on May 22,

Mr. Palaniswami rejected claims that the firing was pre-planned..

He evaded queries about who gave permission given to open fire at the

protesters. When asked about the need for police to fire at unarmed protesters,

Mr. Palaniswami said it was only natural human tendency to self defend in the

face of an attack. Mr. Palaniswami maintained that the Opposition parties and

anti-social elements instigated the protesters.

The police initially used tear gas and then resorted to lathi charge, Mr.

Palaniswami contended. But, protesters still went about torching vehicles at

the Collectorate and also on Sterlite campus, he claimed and added: “They

attempted to enter the Collectorate. We came to know about all this only

through the media. Because I was here and you are all aware [that CM was in

Secretariat for the review meetings].”

Replying to a query as to why he has not visited the riot-hit city yet, hesaid

promulgation orders were in place and everyone should respect the law.

“However, some political party leaders are visiting despite the promulgation

orders.”

As for Mr. Stalin’s claim that the CM refused to meet him, Mr. Palaniswami

said Mr. Stalin was in fact present at the Assembly Business Advisory

Committee meeting and that he was surprised to see Mr. Stalin making

contrary claims later.
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DMK cadre stage protests

COIMBAT ORE,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Around 350 supporters of DMK were removed and detained in Coimbatore on

Thursday after they took part in agitations condemning the police firing in

Thoothukudi and also removing party’s working president M.K. Stalin from

Secretariat in Chennai.

In Coimbatore rural, DMK workers staged protests at eight places from where

the police detained 233 people including three women. In Coimbatore city,

118 party workers including seven women were removed and detained after

they staged protests and road blockade.

In the city, DMK workers started the protests by blocking the road in front of

party’s district office in North Coimbatore under the leadership of S.

Muthusamy. The cadre also blocked roads at Singanallur, Radha Krishna Mill

junction and in front of the Collectorate.

A section of lawyers practising in the combined court complex in Coimbatore
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boycotted court proceedings on Thursday. They have decided to stay away

from the proceedings on Friday too.

Protesters removed

from VOC Grounds

The city police on Thursday removed and detained 28 persons including

women who assembled at VOC Grounds to stage an agitation condemning

police firing in Thoothukkudi.

The group entered the ground in the evening and sat in a corner though police

were posted at different points to avert gathering of protesters in the place.

They were immediately shifted by the police in a van. A senior police officer

said that those detained were being interrogated to collect information about

their whereabouts and reasons behind the public assembling.

148



5/25/2018 Arrested - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/arrested/article23983183.ece 1/1

TAMIL NADU

Arrested

DINDIGUL,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Twenty cadre of DYFI were arrested when they observed fast here without

permission on Thursday in protest against the firing in Thoothukudi.
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Forum seeks judicial probe

CHENNAI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

The National Confederation of Human Rights Organisations (NCHRO) on

Thursday demanded that a judicial inquiry be carried out by a sitting High

Court judge from a neighbouring State into the Thoothukudi firing. It wanted

to know whether necessary warnings were given and due police rules were

followed before resorting to firing.

It also sought to know why most of the victims were from a particular

organisation and why the upper portions of their body was targeted during

firing.

“If it is found that the police officers started firing without following protocol,

they should be suspended and criminal action should be initiated against

them,” said the statement from A. Marx, chairperson of the NCHRO.

The Tamil Nadu Elementary School Teachers Federation has also condemned

the killing of 13 persons in Thoothukudi. In a statement, N. Rangarajan, the

general secretary of the association said they condemned the actions of the

Tamil Nadu government and the police.

“The protests had been going on peacefully for 100 days and the State

government should have called for peaceful talks long back instead of resorting

to the use of violence like this,” the statement read. The association demanded

that the families of the persons who died in the police firing should be granted

Rs. 1 crore compensation each. They also demanded jobs for the next of kin

of the victims.

Bank staff condemn firing

The Bank Employees Federation of India (BEFI) condemned the actions of

the police department in Thoothukudi and demanded that the Sterlite factory

be permanently closed down. In a statement, the federation called for a

judicial enquiry into the incident and said the bereaved families of those who

had been killed should be given government jobs.
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CHENNAI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

‘Shops that were open on Thursday may be shut on Friday for another
bandh call’

The bandh called by the Tamil Nadu Vanigar Sangankalin Peravai, a trader’s

body, on Thursday as a mark of support for protesters in Thoothukudi

evinced lukewarm response in the city as shops in many areas remained open.

However, those in localities including Perambur and Purasawalkam, downed

shutters in support.

T. Vellaiyan, president of the Peravai, said, nearly 50% of the shops did

business on Thursday since another bandh had been called on Friday.

“There was some apprehension among many traders if they will have to shut

shop tomorrow as well. So, the ones that were open today are likely to remain

shut on Friday,” he added.
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Residents said they didn’t face much difficulty as most shops were open

through the day.

R. Anbazhagan, a resident of Porur, said, “I never faced any problem buying

vegetables or groceries; it was business as usual for shops in our area,” he

added.

Black flags hoisted

Milk retailers and dealers did business wearing black badges and bands. Many

had hoisted black flags in front of their homes and establishments as a mark of

support.

“We are not taking part in Friday’s bandh since we cannot participate in such

bandhs regularly. If any political party or association calls for bandhs then they

must close their own establishments first,” said S.A. Ponnusamy, Tamil Nadu

Milk Dealers Employees Welfare Association.
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CHENNAI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

‘Curbs may lead to another violent clash’

PMK founder S. Ramadoss has demanded the lifting of prohibitory orders in

Thoothukudi immediately. The district administration on Thursday extended

the order issued under Section 144 CrPC till May 27.

In a statement, Dr. Ramadoss said that the police action had created much

hardship for the people and the situation would become disastrous if there was

another clash between the protesters and the police.

“Peace can be brought back only by removing the restrictions in Thoothukudi

and restoring communication facilities. The police deployment should be

withdrawn and the people should be allowed to be free in the area,” said Dr.

Ramadoss.

Meanwhile, PMK youth wing leader Anbumani Ramadoss announced protests

across Tamil Nadu, demanding that the AIADMK-government resign

immediately.

“The benami government which has killed 12 protesters who were peacefully

protesting has not realised its mistake. The people who have been fighting for

their rights are being portrayed as ‘violent’. This is condemnable,” said Dr.

Anbumani.

Viuduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi founder Thol Thirumavalavan has also urged

the people of Tamil Nadu to participate in the bandh that has been announced

on May 25 against the killing of the protesters by the police.

In a statement, Dravidar Kazhagam president K. Veeramani asked whether the

State government was trying to send a message to those who organise protest

by using bullets.

“The Centre and the State government should permanently shut down the

Sterlite plant. If there is any hesitation on this, the State government must

realise that there is a danger that the riots will spread across Tamil Nadu,” said

Mr. Veeramani.

Peace can be brought back only by removing the restrictions in Thoothukudi
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‘Police picked targets in Thoothukudi’

CHENNAI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

First eight killings planned by the police and executed with precision,
says forum

An organisation claimed on Thursday that the police had targeted and killed

eight of the 12 individuals killed in the violence at Thoothukudi on May 22-23.

At an interaction at the Chennai Press Club, Fr. Jegath Gaspar Raj, who spoke

on behalf of NAAM-Thamizhaka Makkal and “people of Tuticorin,

Tirunelveli and Kanniyakumari living in Chennai” claimed that eight

individuals killed on May 22 had been shot at a close range.

“We categorically state that the first eight killings were planned in advance by

the police and executed with precision by well-trained police shooters who

mingled with the protesters as civilians,” said the statement.

The organisers, which included D. Thomas Franco of the All India Bank

Officers’ Confederation, said that they had collected eyewitness testimonies on

six of the eight shootings.

Fr. Raj said that he suspected that the eight had been targeted because they

were among the coordinators of the protest.

“That a 17-year-old school-going girl Snolin has been shot in the mouth from

close range should shake the conscience of the entire nation,” said a statement

released by the organisers.

They demanded the permanent closure of the Sterlite Copper plant and

refused to accept the appointment of the one-person enquiry commission to

look into the violence.

“Venkatesh, the previous Collector, and Mahendran, the previous

Superintendent of Police, should be immediately suspended and slapped with

pre-meditated murder charges,” said the statement.

That a 17-year-old girl has been shot should shake the conscience of the entire

nation

Forum
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Holding ‘external forces’ responsible for the mayhem, the CEO of
Sterlite says the company will continue to pursue legal options

The continuing agitation and the death of 12 people in police firing in the last

two days in Thoothukudi have raised questions over the fate of Sterlite

Copper’s smelter plant. In an interview, P. Ramnath, Chief Executive Officer,

Sterlite Copper, accused external of forces of inciting local people and said

there were enough indications early on that the May 22 protest would not be

peaceful. He also said exiting the State was not on cards, and the company

would pursue the legal route.

The protests were peaceful during the first 100 days. What changed on May

22?

In run up to the May 22 agitation, sufficient warnings were given through

social media, posters and pamphlets that it was not going to be a peaceful

protest. There were so many social media messages which were inflammatory.

There have been posters all over the place showing the plant burning. They

made it clear that May 22 was going to be the last day for Sterlite Copper.

From the media, we got to know that the police and the Sub-Collector called

the protesters for a peace meeting and that they were llotted a ground for

holding the protest peacefully. One faction agreed, and the other, did not.

Therefore, the violent protest happened, and what followed is very, very

unfortunate.

The shootings probably could have been avoided. That is something that the

police and the administration have to take care off. We condone the act of

violence on our own premises with our own people coming under attack.

So who are these protesters and why are they calling for the plant’s

shutdown?

Our plant has been shut down for maintenance. In the last five to six years,

there has been absolutely no incident. Suddenly, these issues are cropping up

from nowhere. So, that’s why we feel that some kind of an instigation has

happened. Normally, the public won’t react to this extent. Somebody should

get into the details because this is a very serious matter. The company has

invested so much – over Rs. 500 crore – on environmental safeguards and we

abide by all standards. The Pollution Control Board also regularly takes
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samples and records all data.

What do you think is the immediate solution?

The solution is legal at this point of time.

If things don’t change, will you consider looking at an alternative destination

for investments?

We have not even thought about it. Twenty years ago, we came down to

Thoothukudi and set up the plant up for a reason. That reason continues. For

the second plant also we had an option of moving to other States, but we

decided to be here. That decision continues and that does not change as of

now.

How do you plan to counter the negative image of the company/brand after

this incident?

Over the years, we have followed the practice of inviting sections of the

society to visit our plant every Saturday and answering their queries. Even

during the recent protests, we invited environmentalists and villagers to visit

the plant but they did not turn up. We want to allay the fears of people and are

open to meeting and discussing with them.

For the full interview, go to: http://bit.ly/SterliteCEOinterview

We want to allay the fears of people and are open to meeting and discussing

with them

P. Ramnath,

Chief Executive Officer, Sterlite Copper
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CHENNAI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Special sitting likely today following request made to Chief Justice
Indira Banerjee

A writ petition has been filed in the Madras High Court seeking a Central

Bureau of Investigation (CBI) enquiry into the police firing that led to the

death of 13 people during a violent protest demanding the closure of Vedanta-

owned Sterlite copper smelting plant in Thoothukudi district.

Court sources said that a Division Bench of Justices T. Ravindran and P.

Velmurugan would be holding a special sitting on Friday to hear the case

following a written request made by petitioner A.P. Suryaprakasam, a 65-

year-old advocate, to Chief Justice Indira Banerjee praying for an urgent

hearing in view of the serious issue. Earlier, in the day, the advocate attempted

to move the case before Justice V. Bhavani Subbaroyan.
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However, the judge refused to entertain the case since the prayer was in the

nature of a public interest litigation petition which could be heard only by a

Division Bench and not a single judge of the court.

Thereafter, he made a representation to the Chief Justice with a plea to

constitute a special bench for an urgent hearing since there was every

possibility of the local police destroying the evidence.

Treatment needed

The petitioners also stated that hundreds of people who suffered injuries in the

violence required appropriate medical treatment. Further, he complained about

the fundamental right of the citizens to communicate with each other and

access information online having been denied by the State government by

imposing curbs on Internet services in Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli and

Kanniyakumari districts ever since violence broke out during the protest on

Tuesday.
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High drama as Stalin bundled out of CM’s chamber

CHENNAI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

DMK working president says State government has taken bribe from
Sterlite management; calls for Edappadi K. Palaniswami’s resignation

In a dramatic turn of events on theFort St. George premises here on

Thursday, DMK working president and Leader of the Opposition M.K. Stalin

staged a dharna near the Chief Minister’s chamber, claiming he was denied a

chance to take up the Thoothukudi firing incident with Chief Minister

Edappadi K. Palaniswami. He later courted arrest along with a few DMK and

Congress MLAs following their dharna on Rajaji Salai.

Mr. Stalin and a few DMK MLAs arrived at the Secretariat ahead of the

15
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Assembly Business Advisory Committee meeting that was to be convened by

Speaker P. Dhanapal at 11 a.m.

A few minutes later, Mr. Stalin addressed the media that his party along with

the Congress decided to boycott the meeting over the government’s inaction

on the Thoothukudi firing incident.

Dharna staged

The situation soon grew tense when Mr. Stalin and his party MLAs attempted

to go to the Chief Minister’s chamber and staged a dharna. Those present near

the chamber and the policemen were caught unprepared as DMK members

went about raising slogans against the government and urging Mr. Palaniswami

to resign.

The police forcibly carried Mr. Stalin out of the Secretariat building through

Gate No: 7, amid sloganeering by DMK MLAs insisting on the Chief

Minister’s resignation. Mr. Stalin and the MLAs then staged a dharna inside

the Secretariat campus near the press vehicle parking area. Eventually, Mr.

Stalin led the MLAs onto Rajaji Salai and joined a group of protesters, who

had gathered by then and raised slogans.

They were later detained by the police around 12 p.m. and Mr. Stalin and the

MLAs were taken in a police van, even as a few hundred protesters attempted

to block the vehicle.

Speaking to reporters from the police van after his detention, Mr. Stalin said

protests would continue till the Chief Minister stepps down. When asked about

the case registered over his visit to Thoothukudi hospital where promulgation

orders were in place, Mr. Stalin said he was prepared to face any case.

“I’m willing to face any case. Even if the police are to use bullets against me,

like the way they killed people there, I’m willing to take them with a brave

heart,” Mr. Stalin said. He insisted on the resignation of Chief Minister,

Director General of Police T.K. Rajendran. DMK Principal Secretary

Duraimurugan also called for the resignation of the Chief Minister and DGP.

Mr. Stalin alleged that the AIADMK government unleashed violence and

atrocities against the anti-Sterlite protesters in Thoothukudi as it had received

bribe from the company.
162



5/25/2018 High drama as Stalin bundled out of CM’s chamber - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/drama-as-stalin-is-stopped-at-cms-chamber/article23982921.ece 3/3

“We saw the police firing from atop a van and killing people as if they were

sparrows and crows. The act has clearly proved that the government has

received bribe from the Sterlite management,” he told reporters.

He said the DMK and the Congress boycotted the Business Advisory

Committee (BAC) meeting since the Chief Minister refused to pay heed to the

demand that DGP T.K. Rajendran should be removed from the post.

‘Action no enough’

“Before staging a walkout I asked the Chief Minister to step down. The

government has just transferred the Thoothukudi Collector and Superintendent

of Police but has not taken any action against them. The Chief Minister is also

not bothered to visit the people in Thoothukudi,” he alleged.

Asked why the Centre and the Union Home Ministry remained silent even

after the death of 13 persons, he alleged the BJP government was offering a

protective cover to the AIADMK government, which was indulging in

“collection, commission and corruption.”
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Protests planned in London over weekend

LONDON,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

Vidya Ram

Pressure on Sterlite Copper, authorities in India and the United
Kingdom mounts

A protest is set to take place outside the Indian embassy in London over the

weekend, as pressure on Sterlite and authorities in India and the U.K. mounts

following the killing of at least 12 people in police firing in Thoothukudi over

On tuesday and Wednesday and the ruling by the Madras High Court to cease

construction on the second unit of the plant.

With the company being headquartered in London and listed on the London

Stock Exchange, the city has long been a centre of campaigns against the

metal and mining giant’s global activities both by NGOs and diaspora groups.

The protest on Saturday afternoon is being organised by Foil Vedanta, a

grassroots activist group, centred in London but which has linked up with

domestic campaign groups, which has been pushing for action on the company

for the past few years, alongside Tamil People in U.K., a group representing

several thousand members across Britain.

“We want to point to the collusion of the Indian State in these killings. We

absolutely condemn the collusion with this British corporate entity who we

hold directly responsible for the events,” said Miriam Rose, of Foil Vedanta.

“We are gravely concerned about the treatment of protesters and the violation

of human rights,” said Karthik Kamalakannan of Tamil People in U.K.

“We also want to express our solidarity with the protesters. We are proud of

the stand they have been taking against this corporate giant.”

The group held a protest outside the London house of Vedanta chairman Anil

Agarwal on Tuesday, as soon as news of the killings broke. Mr.

Kamalakannan said the group would also be reaching out to British MPs to

164

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/
http://www.thehindu.com/profile/author/Vidya-Ram-662/


5/25/2018 Protests planned in London over weekend - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/protests-planned-in-london-over-weekend/article23983160.ece 2/2

push for a parliamentary debate.

Past criticism

Vedanta Resources has faced criticism in the past from politicians and others

in the U.K. over its track record.

Foil Vedanta has repeatedly called for a cross-party inquiry into Vedanta

Resources, and a review of the decision by Britain’s regulatory authorities to

allow the company to list on the London Stock Exchange.

“We have been calling for the company to be delisted,” said Ms. Rose.

“Delisting it would be the ultimate action the government could take. We argue

that the regulator never did the due diligence at the time. It should never have

been listed.”

We want to express our solidarity with the protesters
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High drama as Stalin bundled out of CM’s chamber

CHENNAI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

DMK working president says State government has taken bribe from
Sterlite management; calls for Edappadi K. Palaniswami’s resignation

In a dramatic turn of events on theFort St. George premises here on

Thursday, DMK working president and Leader of the Opposition M.K. Stalin

staged a dharna near the Chief Minister’s chamber, claiming he was denied a

chance to take up the Thoothukudi firing incident with Chief Minister

Edappadi K. Palaniswami. He later courted arrest along with a few DMK and

Congress MLAs following their dharna on Rajaji Salai.

Mr. Stalin and a few DMK MLAs arrived at the Secretariat ahead of the

Assembly Business Advisory Committee meeting that was to be convened by

Speaker P. Dhanapal at 11 a.m.

A few minutes later, Mr. Stalin addressed the media that his party along with
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the Congress decided to boycott the meeting over the government’s inaction

on the Thoothukudi firing incident.

Dharna staged

The situation soon grew tense when Mr. Stalin and his party MLAs attempted

to go to the Chief Minister’s chamber and staged a dharna. Those present near

the chamber and the policemen were caught unprepared as DMK members

went about raising slogans against the government and urging Mr. Palaniswami

to resign.

The police forcibly carried Mr. Stalin out of the Secretariat building through

Gate No: 7, amid sloganeering by DMK MLAs insisting on the Chief

Minister’s resignation. Mr. Stalin and the MLAs then staged a dharna inside

the Secretariat campus near the press vehicle parking area. Eventually, Mr.

Stalin led the MLAs onto Rajaji Salai and joined a group of protesters, who

had gathered by then and raised slogans.

They were later detained by the police around 12 p.m. and Mr. Stalin and the

MLAs were taken in a police van, even as a few hundred protesters attempted

to block the vehicle.

Speaking to reporters from the police van after his detention, Mr. Stalin said

protests would continue till the Chief Minister stepps down. When asked about

the case registered over his visit to Thoothukudi hospital where promulgation

orders were in place, Mr. Stalin said he was prepared to face any case.

“I’m willing to face any case. Even if the police are to use bullets against me,

like the way they killed people there, I’m willing to take them with a brave

heart,” Mr. Stalin said. He insisted on the resignation of Chief Minister,

Director General of Police T.K. Rajendran. DMK Principal Secretary

Duraimurugan also called for the resignation of the Chief Minister and DGP.

Mr. Stalin alleged that the AIADMK government unleashed violence and

atrocities against the anti-Sterlite protesters in Thoothukudi as it had received

bribe from the company.

“We saw the police firing from atop a van and killing people as if they were

sparrows and crows. The act has clearly proved that the government has

received bribe from the Sterlite management,” he told reporters.
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He said the DMK and the Congress boycotted the Business Advisory

Committee (BAC) meeting since the Chief Minister refused to pay heed to the

demand that DGP T.K. Rajendran should be removed from the post.

‘Action no enough’

“Before staging a walkout I asked the Chief Minister to step down. The

government has just transferred the Thoothukudi Collector and Superintendent

of Police but has not taken any action against them. The Chief Minister is also

not bothered to visit the people in Thoothukudi,” he alleged.

Asked why the Centre and the Union Home Ministry remained silent even

after the death of 13 persons, he alleged the BJP government was offering a

protective cover to the AIADMK government, which was indulging in

“collection, commission and corruption.”
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Protests planned in London over weekend

LONDON,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

Vidya Ram

Pressure on Sterlite Copper, authorities in India and the United
Kingdom mounts

A protest is set to take place outside the Indian embassy in London over the

weekend, as pressure on Sterlite and authorities in India and the U.K. mounts

following the killing of at least 12 people in police firing in Thoothukudi over

On tuesday and Wednesday and the ruling by the Madras High Court to cease

construction on the second unit of the plant.

With the company being headquartered in London and listed on the London

Stock Exchange, the city has long been a centre of campaigns against the

metal and mining giant’s global activities both by NGOs and diaspora groups.

The protest on Saturday afternoon is being organised by Foil Vedanta, a

grassroots activist group, centred in London but which has linked up with

domestic campaign groups, which has been pushing for action on the company

for the past few years, alongside Tamil People in U.K., a group representing

several thousand members across Britain.

“We want to point to the collusion of the Indian State in these killings. We

absolutely condemn the collusion with this British corporate entity who we

hold directly responsible for the events,” said Miriam Rose, of Foil Vedanta.

“We are gravely concerned about the treatment of protesters and the violation

of human rights,” said Karthik Kamalakannan of Tamil People in U.K.

“We also want to express our solidarity with the protesters. We are proud of

the stand they have been taking against this corporate giant.”

The group held a protest outside the London house of Vedanta chairman Anil

Agarwal on Tuesday, as soon as news of the killings broke. Mr.

Kamalakannan said the group would also be reaching out to British MPs to

169

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/
http://www.thehindu.com/profile/author/Vidya-Ram-662/


5/25/2018 Protests planned in London over weekend - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/protests-planned-in-london-over-weekend/article23983160.ece 2/2

push for a parliamentary debate.

Past criticism

Vedanta Resources has faced criticism in the past from politicians and others

in the U.K. over its track record.

Foil Vedanta has repeatedly called for a cross-party inquiry into Vedanta

Resources, and a review of the decision by Britain’s regulatory authorities to

allow the company to list on the London Stock Exchange.

“We have been calling for the company to be delisted,” said Ms. Rose.

“Delisting it would be the ultimate action the government could take. We argue

that the regulator never did the due diligence at the time. It should never have

been listed.”

We want to express our solidarity with the protesters

Karthik Kamalakannan

Tamil People in U.K.
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Efforts on to restore normalcy

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Top officials hold review meeting; Collector and SP to decide on
restoring bus service today

Senior IAS officers who rushed to offer assistance to the administration here

on Thursday met people from various walks of life and urged them to help the

district come back to normalcy.

Principal Secretary (Agriculture) Gagandeep Singh Bedi, Additional Secretary

and Secretary (Transport) P.W.C. Davidar, along with Inspector General of

Police Shailesh Kumar Yadav, held meetings with senior people of the district

from various quarters.

“We want to explain to them the steps the government has been taking to

ensure availability of all necessary medical treatment to those who had

sustained bullet injuries at the Government Hospital. We have ensured that the

attendants of the injured did not face any hardship for food as all hotels had

been closed,” Mr. Bedi said.

Officials have instructed government staff to open an Aavin booth on the

Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital premises for the benefit of patients and

ensure round-the-clock operation of ‘Amma Unavagam’ near the hospital.
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Responding to the people’s appeal that no innocent people should be harassed

and the police should not indulge in witch-hunting, Mr. Yadav said the police

were not for any such action. Besides, the police were ready to give all

protection to shops and commercial establishments whenever they were ready

to open them.

Moreover, the mobile ‘Farm Fresh’ outlets should be kept open to take

vegetables to the doorsteps of the public.

Stating that around 180 buses were being operated in rural areas, he said

Collector and Superintendent of Police would take a call on resuming full bus

service on Friday.

“We wanted elders of the city to spread the message about the intention of the

government on these issues,” he said.

Stating that power and water supply to Sterlite Copper has been disconnected,

he said these steps had only reiterated the State Government’s intention on the

issue as explained by the Chief Minister earlier in the day.

When asked about the withdrawal of prohibitory orders, Mr. Bedi said the

Collector and the Superintendent of Police, after reviewing the situation,

would take appropriate decision.

The State Government would take a decision on resuming Internet connection

as requested by the local people.

Collector Sandeep Nanduri, and new Superintendent of Police Murali Rambha

and representatives of trade organisations, hoteliers, lorry operators and

churches were among those who participated in the meeting.
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Sporadic incidents of violence continue

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Amidst sporadic incidents of violence in various parts of the town, Collector

Sandeep Nanduri assumed office here on Thursday with the assurance that he

would accord top priority to restore law and order in the town.

Mr. Sandeep, who was transferred to Thoothukudi last night from Tirunelveli

district in the wake of unrest, said that he could achieve this great

responsibility by involving all concerned and holding talks with the right people

who were really worried about this development and really interested in peace.

When the reporters asked the Collector about the officer on whose order the

police fired to quell the rioters who went on a rampage and arson on the

Collectorate premises on Tuesday, Mr. Sandeep said the State Government,

besides appointing two senior officers to look into the riot, had appointed a
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senior judge to probe the violence-related incidents. “The probe will bring to

light everything and answer all the queries,” he replied.

Mr. Sandeep visited the Thoothukudi Government Medical College Hospital

where the victims of the violence, police lathi charge and firing are undergoing

treatment. Barely 48 hours after the town witnessed unprecedented violence,

destruction and loss of lives, 10% of small shops started transacting business

on Thursday.

A huge crowd including the public and small traders thronged the Kamaraj

Vegetable Market near the Old Bus Stand in the morning as the market was

opened after two days to buy fruits and vegetables.

However, buses and the trucks were off the road for the third day on

Thursday fearing attack by the mob that launch surprise attacks on properties

to trigger panic. Miscreants set on fire a liquor shop on Bryant Nagar First

Street around 5 a.m., in which the shop suffered extensive damage even

before the fire could be extinguished. Another group set fire on a damaged

bike lying on Anna Nagar 5th Street around 1.30 p.m.

Unidentified youth lobbed a petrol bomb on a Tamil Nadu State Transport

Corporation bus parked inside the depot at Muththammal Colony around 1

p.m. in which the vehicle suffered minor damage.

As the sporadic incidents of violence continued, a company of Tamil Nadu

Commando Force was deployed in Thoothukudi on Thursday afternoon.
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Business takes a hit with suspension of Internet
services

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

P. Sudhakar

Larger outfits involved in export, import in Thoothukudi bear the brunt

The State government’s decision to suspend Internet facility in the riot-hit

Thoothukudi district along with neighbouring Tirunelveli and Kanniyakumari

districts in an attempt “to curb the spread of rumours and provocative posts

through social media” had a telling impact on the business establishments.

As the government’s order to the Internet service providers was translated into

action on Wednesday night, it indeed served the purpose effectively.

However, the decision derailed the already badly-hit business.

Business establishments, especially Thoothukudi-based larger business houses

involved in the export and import trade, suffered a lot as their transactions

were seriously hit.

“This is a mindless step taken by an inept administration that miserably failed

to anticipate the massive mobilisation and control the riot that was
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meticulously orchestrated by a few. Instead of taking constructive measures to

restore peace and initiating punitive measures against the divisive forces,

Internet services have been suspended, leading to a loss of crores of rupees.

This is most unfortunate,” said a leading businessman of Thoothukudi who is

involved in shipping, clearing and forwarding.

However, customers were able to withdraw and deposit cash in the banks.

Barring a few Automated Teller Machines in Tirunelveli and Kanniyakumari

districts, most of the ATMs were functioning as usual, much to the relief of

the public.

“Most of the banks are functioning as usual, thanks to the dedicated lines they

have,” a senior official attached to a lead district bank told The Hindu .

However, online cash transactions have come to a grinding halt.
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Monitoring officers review situation

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

‘No fresh violence reported in the town’

Two senior IAS officers — Agriculture Secretary Gagandeep Singh Bedi and

Transport Secretary P.W.C. Davidar – arrived at the riot-hit town on

Thursday to expedite the ongoing measures to ensure early restoration of

peace.

After holding talks with the senior officials of various departments, Mr. Bedi

also spoke to the representatives of various organisations, especially the

traders’ bodies, in a bid to encourage them to open their business

establishments as it would acilitate the peace process.

Speaking to reporters on the Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital premises

after visiting the riot victims along with Mr. Davidar, Mr. Bedi said no fresh

violence had been reported from any part of the town even as police patrol

had been intensified.

Led by an ADGP (Law and Order), two Inspector Generals of Police, four

Deputy Inspector Generals of Police and 15 Superintendents of Police had

been deployed at riot-hit Thoothukudi to bring back normality. He expressed

satisfaction with the gradual restoration of normality.

On the condition of the victims undergoing treatment, Mr. Bedi said major

surgery to be conducted for saving the victims had been completed by roping

in additional surgeons from other medical college hospitals, and most of them

were “out of danger.”
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Death toll rises to 13

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Though large-scale violence has stopped, minor incidents were
reported

Death toll in the police firing during the anti-Sterlite protests rose to 13 on

Thursday as one more victim succumbed to injuries at the Thoothukudi

Medical College Hospital.

P. Selvasekar, 43, of Iruvappapuram near Sawyerpuram in the district, a

victim of police lathi-charge, succumbed to his injuries.

178

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/death-toll-rises-to-13/article23982968.ece#


179



180



181



182



183



184



185



186



Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

187

http://www.tcpdf.org


188



189



190



191



192



193



194



195



196



197



198



199



200



Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

201

http://www.tcpdf.org


202



203



Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

204

http://www.tcpdf.org


7/10/2018 Government clear on no room for Sterlite: Collector - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/government-clear-on-no-room-for-sterlite-collector/articleshowprint/64310796.cms 1/2

Government clear on no room for Sterlite: Collector
TNN | May 25, 2018, 12.44 AM IST

Printed from

The Tamil Nadu government is very clear on not wanting the Sterlite plant

operating in Tuticorin, district collector Sandeep Nanduri said, adding that

power and water supply to the unit were suspended.

"The government is not willing to give the clearance and does not want the

unit to operate in the city. This main demand of the public has been met

with as clearly stated by the chief minister in the press meet this (Thursday)

morning," he said. 

After peace committee meetings with various stakeholders of the city, the

collector along with the monitoring officers Gagandeep Singh Bedi and

PWC Davidar, south zone IG Shailesh Kumar Yadav and SP Murali Lamba,

ascertained the number of persons killed in the violence as 13, those who sustained serious injuries as 19 and those injured as

102 totally. As many as 34 police personnel including policewomen were also injured, he added.

Restoring normalcy was priority, he said, adding that all steps were being taken to ensure people had supply of essential

commodities. Special water tankers will cater to the needs in Tuticorin government hospital, where there were large crowds and

the Amma unavagam near the GH would work open 24 x7. Vegetables have arrived from Madurai, the collector said, adding

that orders were sent out to keep ration shops open. Hotel owners have agreed to open for business from Friday. He also added

that while bus services have resumed in rural areas, services in city would be introduced only after close assessment of the

situation.
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Father of victim asked to wait till Thursday to receive
body

CHENNAI,  MAY 26,  2018 00:00 IST

Mohamed Imranullah S.

HC wants to check whether autopsy was done properly

The Madras High Court on Friday asked the father of one of the 13 people

shot dead during this week’s Thoothukudi police firing to wait till Thursday

(May 31) for receiving the body of the deceased since the court wants to

ascertain whether the post-mortem had been performed in accordance with

Supreme Court guidelines.

A Division Bench of Justices T. Ravindran and P. Velmurugan told the

counsel for S. Balaiah (67), father of B. Shanmugam, a MBA graduate who

was killed during Tuesday’s violence, that the bodies of the 13 victims could

be handed over to their families only after the court was satisfied that post-

mortem had been conducted properly.

Passing interim orders in a public interest litigation petition filed jointly by

three lawyers, the Bench had on Wednesday directed the State government to

preserve the bodies till May 30 and file a detailed report on post-mortem

conducted since the petitioners had sought for re post-mortem in the presence

of victims’ representatives.

In his affidavit seeking return of the body, Mr. Balaiah said that his son was

supervising civil works carried out in their house at Teachers Colony in

Thoothukudi on Tuesday when the labourers required money for purchasing

construction materials. Immediately, he went to an ATM at the Collector’s

office to draw money.

Stating that Shanmugam was unaware of the agitation under way, the

petitioner said that he took shelter on seeing people running helter-skelter

during the violent protests, demanding closure of Sterlite copper smelter plant

due to environmental concerns, and called his mother on the phone around
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12.45 p.m. to apprise her of the situation.

She advised him to take care and he, in turn, promised to return home as soon

as possible.

“At around 1.25 p.m., my niece Subbulakshmi contacted my son’s mobile on

hearing about the violence through television channels. The call was attended

by an unidentified woman who asked her to come immediately to the

Government Hospital.

Blood-stained bag

“We went to the hospital and went ward after ward looking for our son. A

nurse showed us a blood-stained bag of my son. When we identified the bag,

she directed us to the mortuary where we saw my son’s body,” the petitioner

said and sought the body at the earliest so as to perform the last rites.

Pointing out that officials expressed their inability to hand over the body to

him due to interim orders passed by the court, the petitioner said they also

obtained a letter from him in order to show it to the court seeking modification

of the interim order and thereafter hand over the body to the family.

“In my grief, I did not even read the letter completely but affixed my

signature... I understand that the letter indicates that my son also participated

in the agitation against Sterlite on May 22, 2018. I submit that to the best of

my knowledge, my son was not involved in any protest or agitation but was a

victim of police firing only by reason of being at the wrong place at the wrong

time,” the petitioner had added.

He was a victim of police firing only by reason of being at the wrong place at

the wrong time

Petitioner
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Tamil Nadu CM says Sterlite will be shut

MAY 25,  2018 00:00 IST

The Board took cognisance of an application made by Vedanta seeking

renewal of the Consent To Operate (CTO) and the rejection of the application

in April by the Board for non compliance of certain conditions under the

previous CTO.

Responding to the action, Vedanta, in a statement, said it has not operated the

copper smelter plant since March 27. “We continue to work with the

regulatory authorities, at all time ensuring compliance with the necessary

regulations,” the firm said.

Meanwhile, efforts were being taken to restore normalcy in the district though

the opposition has called for a State-wide bandh on Friday. Internet access

remained suspended for a second day in three southern districts causing

hardship to local people, particularly students attempting to submit online

applications for various examinations and admission forms.
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HC seeks State’s response to plea for CBI probe

CHENNAI,  MAY 26,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Directs Home Secretary to consider providing medical aid to the injured

The Madras High Court on Friday sought the response of the State

government, by May 30, to a public interest litigation petition seeking a Central

Bureau of Investigation (CBI) probe into the death of 13 people in this week’s

Thoothukudi police firing incident on the ground that Chief Minister Edappadi

K. Palaniswami “had given a clean certificate of good conduct” to the police

and exonerated them from any wrongdoing.

A Division Bench of Justices T. Ravindran and P. Velmurugan also passed an

interim order directing the Home Secretary to consider a representation given

by the PIL petitioner, A.P. Suryaprakasam, 65, on Thursday seeking

treatment for the injured in private hospitals at State cost besides lifting the

ban on provision of internet services in Thoothukudi as well as the contiguous

Tirunelveli and Kanniyakumari districts.

During the course of hearing of the case, the petitioner contended that it would

only be appropriate for an independent agency such as the CBI to probe the

incident, especially when the Chief Minister, holding the Home portfolio,

appeared to be backing the policemen involved in the incident.

Normalcy restored

Later, when the judges wanted to know whether Thoothukudi had returned to

normalcy after the firing incidents on Tuesday and Wednesday, Additional

Advocate General Narmadha Sampath said: “Normalcy has been restored to

the fullest.”

In his affidavit, the petitioner contended that the firing was nothing but a brutal

murder of 13 unarmed innocent people, including three women, with the use

of snipers. “It is unfortunate that people were slaughtered as if they were

dangerous animals. The trigger-happy policemen used their arms as a shooting

practice to kill the civilians. This incident clearly proves that the Supreme

Court guidelines in the famous D.K. Basu’s case had been nakedly violated,”

he said.
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It was intelligence failure in Thoothukudi, says Vasan

COIMBAT ORE,  MAY 26,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Intelligence failure led to arson and rioting and the death of 13 persons in

police firing in Thoothukudi on May 22 and 23, and the State Government is

to be held responsible for these, Tamil Manila Congress leader G.K. Vasan

has said.

Addressing reporters at the Coimbatore airport on Friday, he said the Central

and State governments should take steps to close down the Sterlite copper

smelting plant in Thoothukudi and this demand was beyond politics. ccusing

the State Government of being insensitive to people’s wishes, Mr. Vasan said

his party would create awareness among the people on the necessity of closing

the plant.

Normality and law and order should be restored in Thoothukudi, as the

curfew-like situation affected the common people.

To a question on the rising fuel prices, he said the Central Government should

be held accountable for it. He wanted State Government to reduce the value

added tax on petrol and diesel.

He also appealed to the Central and State governments to bring fuel under the

Goods and Services Tax.
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High Court asks review committee to meet today

MADURAI,  MAY 26,  2018 00:00 IST

B. Tilak Chandar
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Govt. tells court that internet services have been restored in two
districts

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court on Friday, hearing a batch of

public interest litigation petitions filed following the recent Thoothukudi

violence which left at least 13 dead and many injured, gave directions to be

taken to restore normalcy in the region.

A Division Bench of Justices D. Krishnakumar and R. Suresh Kumar directed

the review committee comprising the Chief Secretary, the Law Secretary and

the Public Secretary to conduct a meeting on Saturday to assess the situation,

particularly with regard to restoring the internet services in Thoothukudi.

The court took cognisance of the fact that the Internet services in Tirunelveli

and Kanniyakumari were restored. Additional Advocate-General K.

Chellapandian told the court that the ban on internet would be in place till May

27 in Thoothukudi.

Medical, legal aid

The court directed the State government to consider the petitioners’ plea,

which sought the enhancement of compensation for victims of police firing.

The District Legal Services Authority of Thoothukudi was directed to verify

and assess the medical treatment provided to the injured at the Thoothukudi

Medical College Hospital. If the medical assistance was not sufficient, then

steps should be taken to shift the injured to the Government Rajaji Hospital in

Madurai or any private hospitals in Madurai for treatment, the court said.

The District Legal Services Authority should provide legal assistance to the

needy. A panel of advocates shall be appointed and monitored by the Principal

District Judge and the Chief Judicial Magistrate of Thoothukudi for legal
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SC refuses to hear plea

NEW DELHI,  MAY 26,  2018 00:00 IST

Legal Correspondent

A Vacation Bench of the Supreme Court on Friday refused to entertain a

petition seeking a probe by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) into the

deaths in police firing during an anti-Sterlite protest in Thoothukudi on

Tuesday. It said the petitioner could press his plea again on Monday, before

the next Vacation Bench.

The next Vacation Bench would comprise Justices L. Nageswara Rao and

Mohan M. Shantanagoudar, who will preside for a week from May 28.
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TAMIL NADU

Kin of police firing victims in Thoothukudi shaken,
angry

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 26,  2018 00:00 IST

J. Praveen Paul Joseph

The dead include a 17-year-old Class X11 student, a budding boxer
and two men who had nothing to do with the anti-Sterlite agitation

Three days after police firing on anti-Sterlite Copper protesters in

Thoothukudi, kin of the deceased remain shaken and angry.

Family members of J. Snowlin, a 17-year-old class XII student, killed in the

firing, recalled that she was vociferous during the protests and had challenged

the police while taking part in the massive procession that was heading

towards the Collectorate on the fateful day. A resident of Lion’s Town,

Snowlin was the youngest protester to pay with her life.

“It was almost like she was leading a group of people in the huge crowd,” her

elder brother, Godwin, who works as a seaman in Saudi Arabia, said. The
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only girl in the family, Snowlin, a Law degree aspirant, was the darling of her

siblings and parents, and had voluntarily participated in the protest.

“She had dared the police who attempted to block the procession at V.V.D.

Signal. She told them that the fight against Sterlite Copper was to protect the

family members of the police too from the pollution,” he said.

Stating that the family was not after the Rs. 10 lakh compensation or job

announced by the State, he said their only demand was permanent closure of

the plant.

“We do not believe in the lip service of the Chief Minister, who has spoken

about permanent closure of the industry. We will not accept Snowlin’s body

till the plant is closed forever,” Mr. Godwin said.

For S. Maniraj (34), who owned an electrical store, his attempt to go to meet

his wife who was at his in-law’s place, proved fatal.

“He got married only three months ago. He was going from our house in

Damodaran Nagar Main Road to meet his wife, Petchiammal alias Anusia at

Anna Nagar, when he was caught in the crowd of the procession. We were

shocked to hear about his death,” said his younger brother, Ramesh Kannan.

‘Shot like sparrows’

Mr. Kannan said that the police had shot down people like sparrows and

demanded strong action against the then Collector and SP, who have been

transferred.

Another victim B. Ranjith Kumar (22) of Puspha Nagar, a boxer, had left

home with his friend on May 22 to never return. “We did not know where he

was heading. We thought it was one of his routine outings. But, to our shock

we heard about his death,” his father, Baskar, a building contractor said.

He fondly recalled that his son, a diploma holder, was the district coordinator

of blood donation club and had received two awards in recognition for his

social service.

J. Antony Selvaraj (47) had gone out to meet his wife at Teachers’s Colony

but fell prey to the bullet. “Some people had torched police vehicles and the

police shot down my son, who had nothing to do with the protest or violence,”
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said Jospeh Stalin, his father. “The Chief Minister should take moral

responsibility for killing an innocent person. This government should be

dismissed,” he said.

A 48-year-old woman Jansi (48) was killed with a bullet piercing through her

skull at Threspuram “Her husband Jesubalan, a fisherman, is not able to speak

due to the shock,” said their neighbour, S. Malliga. The woman has left behind

three daughters, including two teens and a son.

“The couple never participated in any protest. After all the rioting in

Collectorate and shooting, the police came here claiming that only fishermen

from Threspuram were behind the violence at Collectorate and started beating

people,” she said.
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TAMIL NADU

Monitoring Officers review situation

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 26,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Gagandeep Singh Bedi, P.W.C. Davidar take stock of steps being
taken to restore peace in Thoothukudi

Monitoring Officers Gagandeep Singh Bedi and P.W.C. Davidar, who held

negotiations with the representatives of various associations on Thursday night

to bring back normalcy in the port town, visited Thoothukudi Medical College

Hospital and reviewed steps being taken to restore peace.

After visiting the Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital on Friday morning,

Mr. Bedi and Mr. Davidar interacted with the riot victims undergoing

treatment there and enquired about the progress of their health with the

doctors. After visiting the Aavin milk booth near old bus stand, the senior civil

servants said the public could call 94426 22232 for delivery of Aavin milk at
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their doorstep.

Collector Sandeep Nanduri, who checked the quality of subsidised food being

served at Amma Unavagam at the hospital, asked the Corporation officials to

serve food, tea and biscuits to the visitors free of cost for the next three days.

Mr. Sandeep also visited the Farm Fresh vegetable outlet near new bus stand

and asked the officials to ensure adequate procurement of vegetables to serve

the public. “If people want to register complaints, they can call 94864 54714

or 0461 2340101 or 1077,” Mr. Sandeep said, adding that 52 riot victims had

been given Rs. 1.04 crore as compensation.
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‘Those who gave nod for Sterlite are anti-socials’

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 26,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Those who gave the permission for establishing and operating the Sterlite

Copper smelter in Thoothukudi, and not the protesters, were the anti-social

elements, CPI national secretary K. Narayana and farmer-leader R.

Nallakannu said here on Friday.

Speaking to reporters, Mr. Narayana said Thoothukudi had been transformed

into a ‘ghost town’ after the riots [which broke out during the anti-Sterlite

agitation], during which the police “hunted down the protesters like extremists

by shooting them on the head and the chest.” The families of the deceased

should be provided Rs. 1 crore each as compensation, as the police had
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violated all the rules while controlling the crowd. Those who had been injured

in the violence should be given Rs. 50 lakh each, he said.

“The Chief Minister had described the protesters as anti-socials. For me, those

who gave permission for establishing and operating Sterlite Copper are the

anti-social elements,” Mr. Narayana said.

Mr. Nallakannu said the police had killed the protesters who had organised

their anti-Sterlite agitation for 100 days in a peaceful manner. There wouldn’t

have been bloodshed, had the Ministers and the officials held talks with the

protesters, he added.

“While the Sterlite Copper’s administration says the plant has been closed

down for maintenance, the State government claims steps had been taken for

the closure. How can we believe this government?” Mr. Nallakanu asked.
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TAMIL NADU

Legal aid cell opened at Thoothukudi hospital

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 26,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The District Legal Services Authority has inaugurated a legal aid cell on the

Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital premises to help riot victims and their

relatives.

As 86 riot victims are undergoing treatment at the hospital, their relatives are

thronging the hospital round-the-clock and relatives of the deceased are

waiting indefinitely to receive the bodies after the post-mortem. Since they are

in need of legal assistance in the riot-hit Thoothukudi, the legal aid cell has

been opened near the main entrance of the TMCH.

Twenty advocates, including women lawyers, will give legal assistance.

“We’ll extend legal assistance to the relatives of the riot victims and those who

were arrested in connection with the riots,” said R. Samuel Benjamin, Sub-

Judge, Thoothukudi District Legal Services Authority.
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Tense moments in Karungulam as government bus set
ablaze

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 26,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

A government bus was set on fire in Thoothukudi on Friday, triggering panic

at a time when the port town was limping back to normalcy following the

death of 13 people in police firing during the anti-Sterlite agitation.

The incident occurred at Karungulam under the Seythunganallur police station

limits in the district. Sudalaikannu, 70, and Valliammal, 65, of Meignanapuram

and Jebakumar, 25, of Karaikudi sustained burns in the attack, the police said.

They were rushed to the Primary Health Centre in Karungulam.

Police sources said three unidentified, bike-laden youth intercepted the bus

near the Karungulam Bridge and threatened the driver, Ramesh, to get down

from the vehicle.
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As the miscreants boarded the bus with a plastic container filled with petrol,

the passengers sensed the impending danger and fled. The youth then doused

the vehicle with fuel and set it ablaze.

Subsequently, Superintendent of Police Murali Rambha visited the spot.

Barring this incident, normalcy was gradually being restored in the riot-hit

town.

While most of the major business establishments remained closed on Friday,

sweet shops, fruit stalls and bakeries were open for business, as were a good

number of roadside tea shops and pharmacies.

Though buses were being operated to Tirunelveli and Madurai with police

protection after a gap of three days, the patronage was very low, with

residents still fearful of outbreaks of violence. As dusk fell, the bus services

were stopped over security concerns.

Mini buses, share autos and auto rickshaws also kept off the roads.
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CM’s announcement on closure an eyewash: Vaiko

T IRUNELVELI,  MAY 26,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Warns he would lay siege to factory

Terming Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami’s statement on the closure

of Sterlite Copper an eyewash, Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam

(MDMK) leader Vaiko has warned that he would mobilise people to lay siege

to Sterlite Copper if either the government or the court permitted it to continue

to operate.

Speaking to reporters here on Friday after courting arrest during a protest at
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the Tirunelveli junction against the killing of 13 persons in police firing during

the anti-Sterlite agitation in Thoothukudi, Mr. Vaiko said Chief Minister

Edappadi K. Palaniswami’s assertion that his government would not support

any project that was being opposed by the public was an eyewash. The

disconnection of water and power supply to Sterlite Copper could not be

viewed as a first step towards its permanent closure, he added. “If Mr.

Palaniswami was really serious about ensuring the closure of this unit, he

should have visited Thoothukudi and met the victims of the riot,” Mr. Vaiko

said.

Pointing out that he had been protesting against Sterlite Copper since 1996, the

MDMK leader said he had been arrested on six occasions for staging protests

against the copper manufacturing unit. “I will mobilise a few lakh people and

lay siege to Sterlite Copper to ensure its permanent closure,” he said.

The people, who were protesting peacefully against the copper manufacturing

unit, were hunted down by the police mercilessly, with the objective of

crushing the ongoing “people’s protest” against Sterlite Copper, he said.

“While 13 protesters were killed in police firing, no policeman lost his life in

the violence, as the protesters were not carrying weapons. Hence, it [the police

firing] is a pre-planned murder, which cannot be justified by any means,” Mr.

Vaiko said.

On the deployment of paramilitary forces in riot-hit Thoothukudi, the MDMK

general secretary warned Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister

Rajnath Singh against such a move. “If you dare to deploy the paramilitary

forces to crush the people’s protest and save Sterlite Copper, the situation will

worsen and yield adverse results,” he said.
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Vedanta shares slump 6% after T.N. protests

NEW DELHI,  MAY 24,  2018 00:00 IST

Press Trust of India

Shares of Vedanta fell 6% on Wednesday amid reports that 11 people were

killed in police firing after protests against Vedanta’s Sterlite Copper plant

turned violent at Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu.

After opening the day on a weak note, the stock further lost 5.8% to Rs.

253.85 on the BSE.

On the NSE, shares dropped 6% to Rs. 253.75.

The protests have been going on in Thoothukudi for more than three months

now, but violence erupted on Tuesday with agitators fighting pitched battles

with police.
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Bus torched amid signs of normalcy in Tuticorin
TNN | May 26, 2018, 12.54 PM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: Four days after normal life was thrown out of gear in Tuticorin

following the anti-Sterlite violence in which 13 persons were killed in police

firing, the city showed signs of limping back to normal on Friday. However,

bad tidings came around 4 pm when miscreants set fire to a bus on a

bridge near Srivaikundam. Three passengers suffered injuries in the

incident and were taken to hospital. Bus services from the city were

affected following the incident.

The bus which originated from Udankudi was on its way to Tirunelveli

when it was stopped by three unidentified people on two bikes at

Karungulam bridge. They attacked a lone policeman posted as security

and chased him away. The miscreants then made all the 49 passengers

alight from the bus, poured the petrol they brought with them on the back

seat and set it on fire before making off.  

The injured persons were identified as Sudalaikannu, 70, from Meignanapuram and his wife Valliammal and Jabakumar, 25,

from Karaikudi. They were taken to the Karungulam primary health centre from where they were referred to other hospitals.

Police sources said that only the burn injury of Valliammal was of serious nature and that the bus was completely gutted in 30

minutes. Fire and rescue personnel who swung into action quelled the fire. On being alerted, a police team led by district

superintendent of police Murali Rambha rushed to the spot and conducted an inquiry. Based on the complaint from the driver of

the bus identified as Ramesh, a case was registered and a detailed inquiry was under way. Following the incident the district

police beefed up security for buses as well as at all sensitive places. 

Meanwhile, more vehicles were seen on the roads on Friday with one of the most important signals in the city, the VVD signal,
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being switched on indicating a respite to the tensed situation which had been prevailing. However, only around five per cent of

the shops opened their shutters. Autorickshaws were seen plying at many places, which was also a sign of normalcy returning

as people were seen hailing them. TNSTC operated six bus services to Tirunelveli and five to Madurai — much lesser than the

normal traffic to these two cities from Tuticorin. However, the euphoria was shortlived and the services halted following the

burning incident. The most affected places like Therespuram and Anna Nagar continued to be tense and saw very little traffic.

Though big shops were closed, many eateries sprung up near the vicinity of the government hospital in Tuticorin. As the district

administration had announced that the amma canteen near the hospital would be opened 24x7, many people were seen

flocking there. They expressed relief at the food that was being provided free of cost for three days.  

Meanwhile, the burnt and damaged vehicles were moved out of the collectorate premises using earth movers. People coming

to the collectorate were frisked at three places including the main entrance and vehicle park, before entering the collector’s

office. District collector Sandeep Nanduri also went on his rounds around the city. CPI national secretary K Narayana and senior

leader R Nallakannu visited the patients at the government hospital.

Tuticorin district collector Sandeep Nanduri has said that the public could call the helpline numbers 94864-54714, 0461-2340101

or 1077 if they had any problem in procuring essential commodities or if they needed any other assistance. As much as 13,000

litres of milk had been kept ready for distribution by Aavin and two mobile booths had become operational. If people had

problem in getting milk they could call the number 94426-22232 to get it delivered at their doorstep, he said.
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Victim’s kin allege pressure to alter cause of death
TNN | May 26, 2018, 12.52 PM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: While the officials along with the district administration were

taking steps to restore normalcy in the district, certain measures being

taken by them have not gone down well with the local people, who are still

hostile towards the police and claim that they continue to harass them.

Officials said that postmortem had been completed on six of the shooting

victims so far. However, Arumugam, the paternal uncle of Ranjith Kumar,

22, the boxer who lost his life in the police firing, said that a police

inspector along with a revenue official had come to their house and forced

them to give the inquest for the postmortem. 

They also wanted it to be given in writing that the young man had died in

an accident in the violence and was not hit by bullets. ``We saw bullet

injuries on his body, how will we give something that would be totally unfair to him and in disrespect of his sacrifice,’’ he said. 

This family says that they will not receive the body till the government gives a gazette notification on the closure of Sterlite as

both the chief minister and district collector continued to give oral assurances. 

The point out that Sterlite authorities have claimed that they would go ahead with the operations in the plant soon. Seven

families have not received the bodies yet. Meanwhile, another cause of tension among the residents was the use of drones

used for surveillance by the police in Anna Nagar and Bryant Nagar. While they were clamouring for the police to be removed,

now they felt intimidated by the drones monitoring them. Three local teams of drone operators and their assistants were roped

in by the police for the purpose.

252

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/


7/10/2018 Victim’s kin allege pressure to alter cause of death - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/victims-kin-allege-pressure-to-alter-cause-of-death/articleshowprint/64325537.cms 2/2

A senior police official said that it was only a trial measure and that the additional police would be removed once normalcy was

restored.

Meanwhile, a 20-member team of advocates has opened a help desk of the District Legal Services Authority in two teams

named A and B at the Government hospital to help the public on their immediate grievances like children missing, accessing

their relatives in hospital and moving bail.

Advocates K Jagan and S R Selvam Christopher said that the desk would operate till Sunday from 9.30 am to 6 pm and the

contact numbers of the advocates have been prominently displayed for them.
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TAMIL NADU

Illegal detentions, torture continue, says NGO

MADURAI,  MAY 27,  2018 00:00 IST

Pon Vasanth B.A

‘Relatives of those in custody running from pillar to post to rescue them’

Illegal detention and torture of people, including many students who took part
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in the anti-Sterlite protests, and even the general public, were continuing in

Thoothukudi, alleged the Madurai-based non-governmental organisation

People’s Watch, which is involved in coordinating a people’s inquest on the

recent police firingduring protests against Sterlite.

In an interview with The Hindu on Saturday, its executive director Henri

Tiphagne said illegal detentions came to light with the rescue of more than 90

people, including many juveniles, from the Vallanadu Shooting Range

following a search by the Judicial Magistrate of Vilathikulam on Wednesday

night.

He pointed out that while around 30 were immediately let off by the police

after the search, the remaining 60 were presented before the court for remand

in judicial custody. “Many subsequently obtained bail with the help of

advocates,” he said.

He alleged that even on Friday night, three students were found to be illegally

detained at Thoothukudi South police station.

Pat for courts

Pointing out that the subordinate courts in Thoothukudi district, District Legal

Services Authority (DLSA) and the advocates of Thoothukudi Bar Association

were doing a commendable job in assisting the victims and ensuring due

processes were followed, he said the administration must announce a toll free

number for the DLSA.

“Remedy is being provided to those who approach DLSA. However, many

people, whose family members have been detained by the police, are clueless

about whom to approach,” he said.

Arguing that it was a complete failure of the police and the district

administration that resulted in the killing of 13 people and injuring hundreds on

Tuesday, he said top police officials had to be held accountable.

“Instead, the government had deployed more than 20 IPS officers in

Thoothukudi. The aim appears to be to create evidence to show that the police

did everything as per procedure,” he alleged

“There have been complaints from the public, including the families of the
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deceased, that the police were asking them to sign statements without

consent,” he added.

Stating that the single-member Commission of Inquiry appointed by the Tamil

Nadu government could not bring out the truth, he said agencies such as the

National Human Rights Commission and the State Human Rights

Commission, which are empowered to investigate such human rights

violations, must play a larger role.

Mr. Tiphagne said a Thoothukudi Firing People’s Inquest Coordination

Committee, led by senior advocate A.W.D. Tilak, had been formed to

organise a people’s inquest with the involvement of retired judges and police

officials in the first week of June.
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Subjects, citizens and maharajas

MAY 27,  2018 00:00 IST

Rajeev Bhargava

Thoothukudi tells us that we are still a deeply divided political unit, with
varying access to basic democratic rights

The massacre at Thoothukudi (Tuticorin) made me think of the political status

of those who came out to protest against Sterlite Industries. Formally,

constitutionally, they were Indian citizens. But were they? Were they not

aliens, the new mlecchas, a threat to the political order, to the state? Or

perhaps they were neither citizens nor aliens but a subjugated people, subjects

who were punished because they dared to be citizens.

The state’s wrath

What did the locals do to incur the wrath of the state? They were merely

exercising their minimal citizenship rights when they were mercilessly beaten

by the police or shot by snipers. They made public their grievance about the

vulnerable environmental conditions under which they are forced to live, about
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contamination of groundwater and pollution-induced diseases caused by the

Sterlite plant. This discontent notwithstanding, the government, with the

connivance of the Tamil Nadu pollution board, granted permission to the

industry to expand. In deliberately violating their rights, do they not treat them

as their subjects rather than as citizens?

The distinction between citizens and subjects is important in political thought

and practice. To be a citizen is, first and foremost, to belong to a particular

political community. Citizenship gives us a sense of who we are and creates a

special bond with other members, a fellow-feeling that one might call civic

friendship. This is why, along with family, linguistic or religio-philosophical

groups, it is a source of commitment and obligation. But citizenship also brings

us rights. To secure basic needs, citizens can make claims on each other and

particularly on the state. Protection of life comes immediately to mind. That

one will not be killed by arbitrary or intentional acts of others or by man-made

disease or pollution is a fundamental human right. In large, complex, modern

societies, so much has come to depend on the state that it alone must help

realise it.

Other rights, without which survival is impossible, are dependent on the state

too: the right to food, water, clean air, shelter, for example. Or rights that

marginally improve the quality of our life: to safeguard our personal

possessions, ease of mobility from place to place, public playgrounds,

illuminated streets, protection of personal freedoms. All these exemplify rights

of what might be called passive citizenship. Passive, because here we are

essentially recipients. We receive these benefits if we follow laws and pay our

taxes and are left alone to care for our families and do our jobs. But unlike

other forms of states, democracy also gives rights which change the quality of

citizenship. They enable active citizenship — rights to publicly complaint or

protest, to deliberate on issues of public good, to scrutinise and criticise public

policies, to hold our governments accountable, to form public associations, to

vote, and to stand for public office.

Unlike citizens, subjects have none of these rights. Political participation is

simply out of the question — subjects cannot vote, deliberate on public issues,

complain, criticise, or stand for public office. They have no claims on the state

— not even to the basic right to life. If they get food, shelter or any other
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personal benefit, it is entirely on the goodwill of the state. Conquered people,

the colonised, slaves, all those who live under laws made by others and

designed to oppress them, are obvious examples. Subjects live in states meant

for others. States, for them, are not political communities but a source of

oppressive power. They are located within but do not belong to states. Nor do

they identify with them. Subjects are bereft of civic friendship. All they have is

a nameless, non-political relationship with other subjects.

A continuum

So, can we call the Thoothukudi protestors subjects of the Indian state? That

may not be entirely accurate either. Perhaps, rather than view citizenship and

subjecthood in terms of a binary, it is best to see them as part of a continuum.

On the citizenship-subjecthood continuum, Thoothikudi protestors are barely

citizens and mostly subjects. Better still, this continuum should be viewed

more dynamically; large numbers of people in our democratic nation keep

sliding from citizenship into subjecthood. Just as they begin to acquire minimal

citizenship rights, they are thrown back to being subjects by an economic or

political tornado in their lives. This is a normal condition of persons under

conditions of domination — whenever oppression increases, people lose their

freedoms, cease to be citizens and become subjects. Those generally without

wealth or power are always on the edge of being so. In fact, this is true of

most of us: citizenship or subjecthood is not a fixed location but a constantly

shifting position. When out of fear of government reprisal, the educated

middle class shuts up, it turn into subjects. If you want to experience

subjecthood, just step in for a moment into any local municipal corporation

office. You will instantly feel like a hapless subject of a powerful, opaque

empire!

Of course, there are some among us who are neither subjects nor citizens,

except perfunctorily. They command such enormous resources of power and

wealth that they treat the entire apparatus of state power as their private

instrument. Some heads of corporations, business magnates and politicians

behave like, and indeed are, today’s imperial rulers, reincarnating reckless

maharajas of yesteryears who may exploit, oppress, dispossess others at their

own sweet will.

Thoothukudi tells us that we are still a deeply divided political unit — most of

us are largely subjects, some are citizens and a tiny group are maharajas who

can even use public force as private army to kill, if it serves them or their

friends.
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Officials console police firing victims’ relatives

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 28,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Neighbours express their displeasure over the incident

Sharing their grief with the family members, who lost their dear ones in the

police firing on May 22 here, Collector Sandeep Nanduri, accompanied by

Monitoring Officer Gagandeep Singh Bedi and others visited the residence of

P. Selvasekaran in Sawyerpuram on Sunday.

According to officials, the State government, on orders of the High Court, had

enhanced the relief sum from Rs. 10 lakh to Rs. 20 lakh to those family

members who lost their legal heirs.

The officials said that for people who suffered multiple or grievous injuries,

the compensation would be Rs. 5 lakh and for minor injuries, the government

would give Rs. 1.50 lakh.

In a bid to convey the message from Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami

that the firing incident was unfortunate, the top officials also expressed their
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condolences.

Government job

The government has proposed to give a job to a person from each family on

humanitarian grounds.

Earlier, the officers spoke to the family members of Selvasekaran, who had

left behind his mother Masanam and two sisters Shanta (51) and Seetha (45).

Even as the family members narrated the nightmarish experience they had

encountered on the day, when the police had opened fire against the anti-

Sterlite rally, they broke down and wept uncontrollably.

While the officers consoled the members, the neighbours expressed their

displeasure over the firing.

Many were heard demanding the officers as to what prevented the

government from ordering the closure of the plant when there was so much

hue and cry.
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TAMIL NADU

Demonstrations staged against Thoothukudi firing

SALEM,  MAY 28,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

A group of youth and college students under the banner Ilaignar Koottamaippu

on Sunday attempted to stage a demonstration in front of the Collectorate to

condemn the recent police action against the Sterlite protesters in

Thoothukudi.

They marched towards the Collectorate, when the police intercepted them.

They were told that staging agitation without police permission was not

allowed. Following this, they raised slogans condemning the police action and

later dispersed.

The cadre of the Tamizhaga Vaazhvurimai Katchi staged a demonstration at

the Kondalampatti bypass road junction on Sunday condemning the police

action against the Sterlite protesters and also condemining the arrest of the

party founder T. Velmurugan.

Slogans raised

They raised slogans demanding immediate release of the leader. Durai

Senthilkumar, State propaganda secretary of the party, led the agitation.

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 28,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Tamil Nadu Director General of Police (DGP) T.K. Rajendran on Sunday

visited Thoothukudi and said that the police firing on anti-Sterlite protesters on

Tuesday last was “unfortunate”.

The top police officer, who arrived here on Sunday noon, went to the

Government Hospital and inquired with the patients and the doctors about the

progress of those undergoing treatment.

He also held a meeting with Superintendents of Police from southern districts,

in which DIGs and IGP (south zone) Shailesh Kumar Yadav participated.

Though the outcome of the meeting was not known, sources said the DGP

reviewed the situation and laid stress on the need to maintain law and order.
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CPI leader flays govt. for Thoothukudi firing

T IRUPUR,  MAY 28,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Terming the police firing at Thoothukudi as a State-orchestrated incident to

put an end to people’s protests against Sterlite Copper, the Communist Party

of India State secretary R. Mutharasan alleged that the State and Central

governments were supportive of the company.

Mr. Mutharasan claimed that the interactions he held with the persons injured,

both in the firing and in the lathicharge, and admitted at Thoothukudi

government hospital, indicated that the burning of vehicles on the Collectorate

premises was pre-planned.

“The injured told me that their protest march was peaceful and the vehicles

started catching fire even as they were standing outside after being stopped by

the police there,” he told reporters here on Sunday.

According to him, an inquiry should be conducted by a sitting High Court

judge and not by a retired judge.

Mr. Mutharasan asked as to why Prime Minister Narendra Modi was not

saying anything on the Thoothukudi police firing. “His silence is stunning

especially when he is the one who has been commenting on every other

matter,” he said.

The CPI had called for giving a solatium of at least Rs. 1 crore to the families

of people died in the firing.
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TAMIL NADU

TN government orders closure of Sterlite copper
smelter
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T UT ICORIN (T N),  MARCH 30,  2013 12:20 IST

J. Praveen Paul Joseph

Power supply cut; Vaiko says shutdown victory for local people

Mired in controversy in recent days, Sterlite Industries Limited’s copper

smelter in Tuticorin was shut down on Saturday.

Operations in the plant came to a standstill in the wake of an order from

theTamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. Tuticorin Collector Ashish Kumar

instructed officials to inspect the Vedanata group company to make sure that

the production lines remained shut.

The closure order has come after a gas leak was reported in the early hours on

March 23.

Following emission of sulphur dioxide from Sterlite, people in the

neighbourhood experienced unease and complained of suffocation, sneezing

and burning sensation in the eye.

D. Dhanavel, General Manager, Projects, Sterlite Copper, said the closure

order was received on Friday night.

An order was served by Revenue Divisional Officer of Tuticorin, K. Latha, to

the company on March 24, seeking explanation for the incident within five

days.

A team comprising Revenue Divisional Officer of Tuticorin, officials from the

Pollution Control Board, Revenue and Tangedco has been carrying out
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inspections at the sulphuric acid plant, the phosphoric acid plant and other

plants since 8 a.m., Ms. Latha said.

The Collector, when contacted, told The Hindu that power lines to the

company were disconnected.

Tuticorin Tangedco Superintending Engineer, R. Amirtha Rathnakumar, said

power was cut at 12.21 a.m. on Saturday.

Activists celebrate

Activists protesting against the functioning of the copper smelter celebrated the

shutdown, but the company insisted that it had been in operation for 17 years

with all requisite clearances and approvals.

It said it would explain the factual position to the TNPCB and cooperate fully

with the authorities so that it could restart operations soon.

Calling it a victory for the local population, Vaiko, general secretary, MDMK,

in a statement thanked Chief Minister Jayalalithaa for her decision to close

down the smelter. He termed Sterlite as a ‘noxious industry’ causing harm to

the lives of people. Pollution in all forms from Sterlite and its baneful effects

impacted the livelihoods of farmers, fishermen and traders as farm lands

turned unproductive and groundwater and seawater became unusable.

277



278



279



280



Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

281

http://www.tcpdf.org


282



283



284



285



286



287



Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

288

http://www.tcpdf.org


7/10/2018 tuticorin firing: Tamil Nadu orders shut down of Sterlite copper plant |  Madurai News - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/sterlite-copper-plant-will-be-shut-permanently-o-panneerselvam/articleshow/64355108.cms 1/3

Tamil Nadu orders shut down of
Sterlite copper plant
TIMESOFINDIA.COM | Updated: May 28, 2018, 19:01 IST

One
of the
gates
of

Sterlite factory

CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu
government on Monday ordered
permanent shut down of Sterlite
copper unit in Tuticorin.
Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami released the order
against the Vedanta group plant
on Monday evening, days after
13 deaths in police firing against
anti-Sterlite protesters .

ANI
@ANI

Visuals from outside #Sterlite plant, closure of the plant has been 

ordered following death of 13 people in police firing during anti-

Sterlite protests in #Thoothukudi

6:57 PM - May 28, 2018
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TOP COMMENT
good decision by the
Government of Tamilnadu after
taking 15 lives of their own state
people.

Vinu A

Large-scale violence on May 22 against the Sterlite copper plant here and police
firing led to the death of 12 persons and the next day saw one more youth
succumbing to injuries sustained in police firing
"Today, the main demand of the people is that the copper plant should be
permanently closed. In keeping with their demand, it is shut now. I would like to make
it clear that Sterlite plant will be permanently shut," Deputy Chief Minister 

 said.
The "Amma's government," will do all things necessary to ensure the plant's closure,
he told reporters after visiting those injured in the violence and police firing on May
22, at a state-run hospital here.
Describing the deaths of 13 people in the police firing as an "incident of grief which
melted the hearts of everyone," Panneerselvam expressed his condolences to the kin
of the dead and wished the injured a speedy recovery. 
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छूट- रोल�ेस और राडो
घड� पर 80% छूटRolex Watches
Lead your Fantasy
Team to victory this IND
vs ENG series!Fantain Fantasy Cricket

Recommended By Colombia

Recalling the steps taken by the government for closing down the plant, he said way
back in 2013, the copper plant was shut by late Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa.
However, Sterlite approached the National Green Tribunal and got orders for
resuming operations and the government petition opposing this was still pending in

the Supreme Court.
Also, the state pollution control board did not renew
its consent due to which the plant could not operate,
he said.

71 25 people are talking about this

O
Panneerselvam
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Section 144 lifted, Tuticorin limps back to normal
TNN | May 28, 2018, 12.22 AM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: Six days after the police firing on anti-Sterlite protesters,

which claimed 13 lives, normalcy is inching back to the coastal town. Much

to the relief of the public and police, prohibitory orders under section 144

of the CrPc imposed since the firing on Tuesday was lifted on Sunday.

Though the public movement is back in the town, traders said that

normalcy has not been completely restored. As the bodies of the

deceased in the police firing were not handed over to the respective

families, a section of the residents near Amdekar Nagar have expressed

apprehension over the days to come. 

A majority of the shops and fuel stations in VVD signal, Pole Pettai, new

bus stand and old bus stand were open. But shops in the fishermen

neighborhoods, including Therespuram and mini Sagayapuram were closed. Black flags were hoisted in the area condemning

the deaths.

Police personnel said that the situation in Tuticorin is completely under control compared to the past few days. Since Saturday

night, TNSTC has stepped up bus services to Tuticorin from Madurai and Tirunelveli districts. Similarly, since Sunday morning,

private buses connecting suburbs had commenced their operations. “Finally, the city is back on its feet. But the presence of

police personnel in crucial parts of the town has been putting it on back foot,” said S Kennedy, resident of Millerpuram. 

Routine customers of the hotels have been avoiding the town and heading to Tiruchendur since the police firing. “Normalcy is

returning, but visitors from various parts of the state to Tiruchendur via Tuticorin are missing for the past three days. Our
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employees are back to work with after the bus services are restored,” said S Rajesh, hotelier near old bus stand.

Later in the day, DGP T K Rajendran visited the injured victims at Tuticorin Medical College Hospital. Addressing the media, the

DGP said, “Police firing that happened during the protest march were unfortunate. The district administration and police are

taking efforts to restore harmony in the entire town.” He also appealed to the public to help them maintain law and order in the

town. A committee has been investigating into the turn of events on May 22.
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‘PM Modi’s silence on Tuticorin firing disgraceful’
TNN | May 28, 2018, 12.23 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: It is a disgrace that the Prime Minister of the country has not

come forward to offer a few words of comfort to the people of Tuticorin,

who have been affected by the police firing, charged DMK working

president M K Stalin.  

He was speaking to reporters after attending the marriage function of a

party cadre. Stalin said that the Tuticorin shooting incident required the

Prime Minister Modi to visit the spot immediately or at least he should

have sent one of the union ministers, but the PM did not even have a few

words of comfort for the people.  

“This makes us wonder if he is the PM of India, which Tamil Nadu a part is

of or if he is the PM for some other country,” he said.  

Answering a question on internet being disconnected in three districts, Stalin said that he was continuing to reiterate that the

ruling government was non-functional and one couldn’t ask for an explanation or justice from such a government.

Responding to information on chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami visiting Tuticorin on Monday, Stalin said that he was

uncertain about the visit.

In a press statement released on Sunday, M K Stalin has said that DMK condemned the killing of people who had been

protesting peacefully against an industry which was polluting their environment. It is impossible that the shooting took place
without the knowledge of chief minister, DGP, Tuticorin superintendent of police Mahendran, Tirunelveli DIG Kapil Sarathkumar

or south zone IG.

Hence all the above mentioned officials including the CM should be booked for murder, he has stated. 293
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Anti-Sterlite protest: Shooting survivor still hears
gunshots
TNN | May 28, 2018, 12.22 AM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: A Infanta, a 21-year-old BA graduate hailing from Fathima

Nagar, who survived the police firing by a whisker, has been hearing

gunshots in her sleep for the past five nights. Unable to come out of the

trauma, Infanta is thankful to a speed breaker in the collectorate that saved

her life. When the 21-year-old bent towards ground for helping her friend,

who slipped in a speed-breaker, a few bullets whisked pass her including

the one that took the life of 16-year-old J Snowlin.

It was a carnival gathering of local people from Fathima Nagar,

Therespuram, mini Sagayapuram at Our Lady of Snows Church to protest

against Sterlite. Among the thousands marched towards Tuticorin

collectorate was a group including the three girls - A Infanta, J Snowlin and

Feloni. “We carried biscuits and bedsheets to camp at the collectorate as we had plans to stay in the sit-in. We braved the police

barriers in VVD singal and was heading to the collectorate,” Infanta told TOI. While a section of protesters entered the

collectorate, Infanta along with her friends approached the office entrance only to leave in a hurry. “We were hearing gunshots

being fired from an elevated place. While running for life, Feloni slipped on a speed breaker. As I was helping her to get up,

bullets whisked pass me,” Infanta said.

The 21-year-old added that Snowlin was shot dead by one of the bullets while trying to flee the collectorate. Infanta, who

sustained injuries on her shoulders, claimed that there was no warning from the police before opening fire at the protesters.

“The police fired intermittently for few minutes. But we couldn’t sense the source. Snowlin was found collapsed near the speed
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breaker which saved our lives, but not hers,” Infanta added. Many of the protesters, mostly women from the coastal hamlets,

were taking part in protests for the first time on May 22. Young girls who participated in the protest had been very vocal all

through their way till collectorate believing that they would rest for an entire day. 
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NEW DELHI,  MAY 29,  2018 00:00 IST

Plea sought report on water pollution

The Supreme Court on Monday refused to hear urgently a plea to direct the

Tamil Nadu government to file a status report on the efforts taken to control

arsenic and cadmium pollution in the groundwater around Sterlite Copper’s

smelting plant at Thoothukudi.

During mentioning hour, a bench of justices L. Nageswara Rao and Mohan M.

Shantanagoudar refused to list for urgent hearing the plea filed by activist P.

Shiv Kumar that Tamil Nadu should place on record steps taken to remove

the copper sludge allegedly generated by the company.

The petition also sought a report on the implementation of the guidelines of the

National Human Rights Commission for registration of information regarding

the deaths caused in the police firing at Thoothukudi on May 22 and 23.

‘Fundamental rights hit’

The court had earlier, on May 25, refused to entertain a petition seeking a CBI

probe into the deaths.

That petition, which was filed by advocate G.S. Mani, had alleged that the

deaths were a “clear case of murder”. It had said the “fundamental rights of

life, liberty, safety, security, peace, free movement, basic amenity (internet

service) and equality” of the public in Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli and

Kanniyakumari were affected.

The petition had said the “the police fire and killing of more than 10 people in

Thoothukudi district is a pre-planned act done by highly influential State police

officers and the then District collector with the help of the State”.
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T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 29,  2018 00:00 IST

‘Govt. paying heed to public demand’

Deputy Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam on Monday termed “tragic” the

police firing on anti-Sterlite protesters on May 22 and May 23, killing 13 of

them.

Speaking to reporters after visiting some of the injured at the Thoothukudi

Government Medical College Hospital, he said the 47 victims under treatment

were in good health and were expecting a speedy recovery. Terming the

violence and the subsequent police action as “tragic”, he recalled that the

Sterlite unit was closed down following a government order in March 2013.

The company challenged the order in the National Green Tribunal and got a

verdict in its favour to reopen the plant.

The State government had moved the Supreme Court challenging the NGT’s

order. However, Sterlite Copper has not been operational since April 9, 2018,

as its plea seeking renewal of the ‘consent to operate’ was dismissed by the

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. Now, people’s demand was to close

down the unit and the State government was acting accordingly.

Following the May 22 incidents, the Collector, along with Superintendent of

Police Murali Rambha and two senior IAS officers (who are in the town as

monitoring officers), acted swiftly to restore peace and normalcy in the town,

he said. The Deputy CM denied that the police were conducting house-to-

house searches and claimed that no arrest was made from homes.

Mr. Panneerselvam was accompanied by Fisheries Minister D. Jayakumar and

Collector Sandeep Nanduri as he met the victims and consoled their families.

Later, Mr. Panneerselvam inspected the Collectorate where several vehicles

were torched during the protest rally. Information Minister Kadambur C. Raju

accompanied them.
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Three Deputy Tahsildars issued firing orders

MADURAI, MAY 29,  2018 00:00 IST

Pon Vasanth B.A.

FIRs blame it solely on protesters; activists deny charge, dub police
version a figment of imagination

The First Information Reports (FIRs) filed in Thoothukudi Sipcot,

Thoothukudi North and Thoothukudi South police stations in relation to the

police firing on anti-Sterlite protesters on May 22 (Tuesday) and May 23

(Wednesday), reveal that the shooting orders were issued by officers in the

rank of Deputy Tahsildars.

While the three FIRs solely blame the protesters for “violence” that “forced”

the officials to issue the firing order, activists alleged that the events described

in the FIRs were fabricated.

The FIR filed at the Thoothukudi Sipcot police station, based on a complaint
300

http://www.thehindu.com/profile/author/Pon-Vasanth-B.A./


5/29/2018 Three Deputy Tahsildars issued firing orders - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/3-deputy-tahsildars-issued-firing-orders-say-firs/article24018829.ece 2/3

by P. Sekar, Special Deputy Tahsildar (Election), said 10,000 protesters

marched to the Collectorate with “deadly weapons” on Tuesday morning, in

violation of the prohibitory order issued under Section 144 of the CrPC.

Alleging that they hurled petrol bombs, burnt vehicles and attacked the public

and police personnel with an “intention to murder”, Mr. Sekar said the police

tried, in vain, to disperse the protesters with warnings, tear gas and a

lathicharge.

Stating that he had to issue a firing order as a last resort, the official said the

police opened fire in the air first and at the crowd later, in which two were

injured on the Collectorate premises. According to the FIR, though the police

tried to take the injured to hospital in an ambulance, the protesters attacked

the ambulance as well. However, Henri Tiphagne, executive director of

People’s Watch, a civil rights group, alleged that there were no ambulances to

take the injured. He also questioned the claims of police that they resorted to

warnings, tear gas and lathicharge before opening fire.

M. Kannan, Thoothukudi Zonal Deputy Tahsildar, was the complainant in the

FIR filed in the Thoothukudi North police station for the firing at Threspuram

on Tuesday afternoon. The FIR said 400 men and 100 women entered the

police quarters near the ESI Hospital on the North Beach Road with sticks,

petrol bombs and machetes and attacked the police and damaged property.

A team headed by the Thoothukudi District Superintendent of Police, which

rushed to the spot, opened fire on the orders of Mr. Kannan after the

warnings, lobbing of teargas and a lathicharge failed, the FIR said.

‘Blatant lie’

J. Jansi, 42, of Threspuram was injured in the firing and taken to the hospital

by the police, but doctors declared her brought dead, as per the FIR.

K. Samuel Raj, State general secretary, Tamil Nadu Untouchability

Eradication Front (TNUEF), termed the FIR a blatant lie.

“According to her family and eyewitness accounts, a police vehicle came with

sirens when a group of people at Threspuram was discussing the morning’s

events. As the crowd dispersed, the police attacked the houses and damaged

properties. Jansi was shot from the police van when she yelled using curse
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words,” he alleged.

The third FIR, filed on the complaint of S. Chandran, Thoothukudi Divisional

Excise Officer, at Thoothukudi South police station, provided a similar

narrative that ended in firing at Anna Nagar on Wednesday, in which one

person was killed.

A. Marx, a human rights activist who, along with his team, obtained the FIRs

as part of a fact-finding mission, said all the narratives in the FIRs were

fabricated to exonerate the police and the district administration.

A. Kathir, executive director of Evidence, an NGO, questioned why the police

could not release any CCTV footage showing the protesters engaging in arson.

“Importantly, why was the District Collector not present in Thoothukudi when

the incidents happened?” he asked.
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TAMIL NADU

Vaiko files plaint against ‘fake news’

CHENNAI,  MAY 29,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MDMK general secretary Vaiko on Monday lodged a complaint with the City

Police Commissioner that miscreants were spreading false news on social

media about him and a few others that they were among the beneficiaries of

Sterlite.

In his complaint, Mr. Vaiko said that pictures with logos of popular television

channels were being posted online to make it appear as if the channels had

telecast the news. He said the channels had told him that they did not telecast

any such news.

Mr. Vaiko mentioned his long struggle against Sterlite from 1994. He said the

posts were made with an intention to bring bad reputation to him.

He named Arumugam Seemanin Thambi and R. Soundarrajan as the ones

who circulated the posts. Mr. Vaiko wanted the police to book a case against

them for posting defamatory content, and initiate criminal action.
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TAMIL NADU

Former Chief Justice welcomes move

CHENNAI,  MAY 29,  2018 00:00 IST

Mohamed Imranullah S.

Says he had ordered closure of the plant in 2010 after personal
verification

Justice N. Paul Vasanthakumar, one of the two former judges who had

ordered closure of Sterlite’s copper smelting plant in Thoothukudi district

during their tenure in the Madras High Court in September 2010, has

welcomed an order passed by the State government on Monday directing

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) to close the plant permanently

and seal the first unit.

Mr. Justice Vasanthakumar was elevated as the Chief Justice of Jammu and

Kashmir High Court in February 2015 and retired from service in March

2017. When contacted, he said the verdict delivered by a Division Bench

comprising Justice Elipe Dharma Rao (since dead) and himself on September

28, 2010 in the Madras High Court was a well merited judgment passed after

personal verification of complaints related to environmental issues.

“When I visited Thoothukudi for some other work, I personally saw the

environmental degradation that was caused due to the industry. I could see for

myself how the groundwater had been polluted due to the plant. It would be

apt to say that I was able to personally feel the heat over there. After the visit,

I apprised Dharma Rao about the situation and it was only after that we

decided to order the closure of the plant,” he recalled.

The former judge pointed out that the first case against the copper plant was

filed by the National Trust for Clean Environment (NTCE), a non-

governmental organisation based in Chennai, in 1996.

During the course of the hearing, the court directed the National

Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) to inspect the plant

and submit a report.
304

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/
http://www.thehindu.com/profile/author/Mohamed-Imranullah-S.-789/


5/29/2018 Former Chief Justice welcomes move - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/former-chief-justice-welcomes-move/article24018826.ece 2/2

In its November 17, 1998 report, NEERI had indicated that the Centre as well

as State government had granted clearance and consent respectively in

contravention of the relevant statutory requirements and had permitted the

plant to be established within 25 km of an ecologically fragile area. It was also

pointed out that the permission had been granted by relaxing the green belt

requirements without adequate and acceptable justifications.
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Land allocation in Thoothukudi for Sterlite Copper
expansion cancelled

CHENNAI,  MAY 29,  2018 12:28 IST

PTI

The move comes a day after the Tamil Nadu state government ordered
the permanent closure of the plant.

The allotment of land for the proposed expansion of Vedanta group’s copper

plant in Tuticorin was on Tuesday cancelled “in larger public interest” by the

State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu Ltd (SIPCOT), an

official release said.

The move comes a day after the Tamil Nadu government ordered the state

Pollution Control Board to seal and “permanently” close the Sterlite Copper

plant following last week’s protests during which 13 people were killed in

police firing.
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“As the allotment of land for the proposed expansion has been made by

SIPCOT, in larger public interest, the land allotment made by SIPCOT for

proposed expansion of copper smelter plant (Phase-2) by Vedanta Ltd. is

hereby cancelled,” SIPCOT said in its communication to the Vedanta group.

“The land price collected for the said land allotment will be refunded as per

the norms of SIPCOT,” it said.

There have been a series of agitations against the establishment of a copper

plant at the SIPCOT industrial complex in Tuticorin, about 600 km from here,

expressing concerns about the pollution caused, it added.

An official release here said, “The cancellation of allotment of 342.22 acres of

land has been made in larger public interest and this has been communicated

to the company.”

Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami had on Monday said the state

government had issued the directive to seal and ‘permanently’ close the

copper unit in deference to the ‘sentiments’ of the people.

“In deference to the opinion and sentiments of the general public, it was

decided to close down the Sterlite plant and a Government Order has been

issued today,” he had said.

Vedanta Ltd. termed the closure “unfortunate” and said it would decide the

future course of action after studying the development. The Madras High

Court had on May 23 stayed the expansion of the Vedanta’s copper smelter

plant in Tuticorin district on a petition filed by environmental activist Fathima

Babu.

The petitioner submitted that Vedanta Ltd. should be restrained from carrying

out activities in the lands on which the proposed copper smelter-unit II was

being constructed.

The court had also directed the Centre to submit within four months a report

after holding a public hearing in the district to invite public opinion on the plan

for expansion. The locals were protesting for the closure of the factory for 99

days.

Protesters turned violent on May 22, the 100th day of their stir, and 13 people
were killed in police action against them last Tuesday and Wednesday.
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Legal opinion divided over Sterlite closure

NEW DELHI, MAY 29,  2018 00:00 IST

Krishnadas Rajagopal

Experts say crucial matter is whether due process was followed for
ordering the plant shut

Legal experts are divided in their opinions over the decision of the Tamil Nadu

Pollution Control Board to cut the electricity and shut down the Sterlite plant

at Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu.

Noted environmental lawyer M.C. Mehta terms it as “fire-fighting” by the

Tamil Nadu government, which had “slept for years” only to wake up after

the recent bloodshed in police firing.

Tanneries closure
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However, former Solicitor-General Mohan Parasaran said the Board flexed its

“wide” powers under Section 33A of the Water (Prevention and Control of

Pollution) Act of, 1974 and Section 31A of the Air (Prevention and Control of

Pollution) Act, 1981 only after complying with the “due process

requirements”.

He compares this use of executive power to the closure of over 900 tanneries

in Tamil Nadu. The government order was upheld by the Supreme Court in

1996 in the Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum verdict, which said though

“industry is of vital importance to the country as it generates foreign exchange

and provides employment avenues, it has no right to destroy the ecology,

degrade the environment and pose as a health hazard.”

Experts agrees that if the Tamil Nadu Board’s closure order is challenged in

court, the test would be whether the principles of natural justice were

observed by the Board before the exercise of such power.

Justice Muralidhar, in the Splendor Landbase verdict, interprets the correct

procedure for use of Section 31A and 33A to shut down an industry.

For one, no “corrective steps” can be taken by a Pollution Control Board

under Section 31A and 33A “without issuing a show cause notice and without

giving an opportunity to the alleged violator to rectify the defects detected

during an inspection of the premises carried out in accordance with the

relevant rules”.

Experts point out that the Supreme Court has categorically held in its Indian

Council for Enviro-Legal Action case judgment that a Pollution Control Board

can order closure of any industry or stop basic facilities to it only if such a

direction is necessary for effective implementation of the provisions of the

Water or Air Act. That is the test ahead.
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Sterlite Copper told to shut shop in T.N.

CHENNAI,  MAY 29,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

State government orders “permanent closure” of plant

Sterlite Copper, the Vedanta Group’s copper smelter plant in Thoothukudi,

was sealed on Monday evening, shortly after the Tamil Nadu Environment

and Forests Department issued a two-page Government Order for its

“permanent” closure. Vedanta termed the decision “unfortunate.”

The decision to close down the factory that directly employed around 3,500

workers, including 2,500 on contract (since put on notice), comes against the

backdrop of the killing of 13 persons in police firing at an anti-Sterlite rally a

week ago.

The order said, “Under Sections 18(1)(b) of the Water Act 1974, in the larger
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public interest, the government endorse the closure direction of the Tamil

Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) and also direct the TNPCB to seal

the unit and close the plant permanently.” It pointed out that the TNPCB did

not renew the ‘consent to operate’ to Vedanta Ltd.’s copper smelter plant in

its order dated April 9, 2018.

Power supply cut

“Subsequently, on May 23, the TNPCB has also issued directions for closure

and disconnection of power supply to the unit. The power supply has been

disconnected on May 24,” it said.

Sterlite Copper’s CEO P. Ramnath had recently claimed that the company

was responsible for generating indirect employment for an estimated 30,000-

40,000 people.

“The Amma [former Chief Minister Jayalalithaa] government has issued an

order to have the Sterlite plant closed down permanently in deference to the

sentiments of the people of Thoothukudi,” Chief Minister Edappadi K.

Palaniswami told journalists in the evening after chairing a meeting of

legislators at the AIADMK headquarters in Chennai.

Mr. Palaniswami, who earlier met a cross-section of traders, fishermen and

the church members for over an hour, along with Deputy Chief Minister O.

Panneerselvam and other Ministers, told the media that the representatives of

Thoothukudi had conveyed to him that “the closure of the plant is the demand

of all [in the area].”

To a question on the proceedings in the Madras High Court and the Supreme

Court on the issue, he pointed out that there was no stay order. The case was

under way. “We have taken this decision as a mark of respecting the feelings

of the people. We are doing what we consider is good for the people,” he said.

The Chief Minister added that Mr. Panneerselvam and other Ministers went to

Thoothukudi in the morning, met the affected people and assured them that

proper medical treatment would continue to be provided. “If they desire, they

can be shifted to hospitals of their choice,” he said.

In a stock exchange announcement, the Sterlite confirmed the receipt of order

from the Tamil Nadu government directing the TNPCB to seal its ‘Copper

Smelter Plant 1 at Thoothukudi District, Tamil Nadu’ and to close the said

plant permanently.
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T UT ICORIN (T N),  MARCH 30,  2013 12:20 IST

J. Praveen Paul Joseph

Power supply cut; Vaiko says shutdown victory for local people

Mired in controversy in recent days, Sterlite Industries Limited’s copper

smelter in Tuticorin was shut down on Saturday.

Operations in the plant came to a standstill in the wake of an order from

theTamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. Tuticorin Collector Ashish Kumar

instructed officials to inspect the Vedanata group company to make sure that

the production lines remained shut.

The closure order has come after a gas leak was reported in the early hours on

March 23.

Following emission of sulphur dioxide from Sterlite, people in the

neighbourhood experienced unease and complained of suffocation, sneezing

and burning sensation in the eye.

D. Dhanavel, General Manager, Projects, Sterlite Copper, said the closure

order was received on Friday night.

An order was served by Revenue Divisional Officer of Tuticorin, K. Latha, to

the company on March 24, seeking explanation for the incident within five

days.

A team comprising Revenue Divisional Officer of Tuticorin, officials from the

Pollution Control Board, Revenue and Tangedco has been carrying out
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inspections at the sulphuric acid plant, the phosphoric acid plant and other

plants since 8 a.m., Ms. Latha said.

The Collector, when contacted, told The Hindu that power lines to the

company were disconnected.

Tuticorin Tangedco Superintending Engineer, R. Amirtha Rathnakumar, said

power was cut at 12.21 a.m. on Saturday.

Activists celebrate

Activists protesting against the functioning of the copper smelter celebrated the

shutdown, but the company insisted that it had been in operation for 17 years

with all requisite clearances and approvals.

It said it would explain the factual position to the TNPCB and cooperate fully

with the authorities so that it could restart operations soon.

Calling it a victory for the local population, Vaiko, general secretary, MDMK,

in a statement thanked Chief Minister Jayalalithaa for her decision to close

down the smelter. He termed Sterlite as a ‘noxious industry’ causing harm to

the lives of people. Pollution in all forms from Sterlite and its baneful effects

impacted the livelihoods of farmers, fishermen and traders as farm lands

turned unproductive and groundwater and seawater became unusable.
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‘CM should’ve acted against top policemen’
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DMK working president M.K. Stalin on Monday described the Government

Order directing the closure of the Sterlite Copper smelter in Thoothukudi as an

eyewash and a drama.

Talking to reporters after meeting party MLAs ahead of the Assembly session,

which begins on Tuesday, the Opposition leader said, “It [the G.O.] is like

telling [the company] — you go to court and get the relief.”

As a responsible Chief Minister, Edappadi K. Palaniswami should have taken

action against the DGP, the DIG and other senior law enforcement officers for

the police firing. But no action had been taken, he said, adding, “We will raise

all these issues in the Assembly tomorrow.”

The DMK legislators were asked to be present at Fort St. George at 10 a.m. to

decide on the course of action the party would take on the first day of the

Assembly session. “We had been asked to come half-an-hour early,” said an

MLA.

As the Opposition is expected to raise the Thoothukudi police firing issue on

the first day of the session itself, the police have beefed up security around the

Secretariat-Assembly complex.

At the meeting, Mr. Stalin told the MLAs to participate in the debates, and that

he would decide who gets to speak on which subject. The Opposition party is

also expected to raise several cut motions to highlight the plight of the public

on various fronts.

The delay in holding the local body polls and the failure of the government in

obtaining an exemption for Tamil Nadu from the National Eligibility cum

Entrance Test are among the issues that the DMK is expected to raise.
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Tamil Nadu orders shut down of
Sterlite copper plant
TIMESOFINDIA.COM | Updated: May 28, 2018, 19:01 IST

One
of the
gates
of

Sterlite factory

CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu
government on Monday ordered
permanent shut down of Sterlite
copper unit in Tuticorin.
Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami released the order
against the Vedanta group plant
on Monday evening, days after
13 deaths in police firing against
anti-Sterlite protesters .

ANI
@ANI

Visuals from outside #Sterlite plant, closure of the plant has been 

ordered following death of 13 people in police firing during anti-

Sterlite protests in #Thoothukudi

6:57 PM - May 28, 2018
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TOP COMMENT
good decision by the
Government of Tamilnadu after
taking 15 lives of their own state
people.

Vinu A

Large-scale violence on May 22 against the Sterlite copper plant here and police
firing led to the death of 12 persons and the next day saw one more youth
succumbing to injuries sustained in police firing
"Today, the main demand of the people is that the copper plant should be
permanently closed. In keeping with their demand, it is shut now. I would like to make
it clear that Sterlite plant will be permanently shut," Deputy Chief Minister 

 said.
The "Amma's government," will do all things necessary to ensure the plant's closure,
he told reporters after visiting those injured in the violence and police firing on May
22, at a state-run hospital here.
Describing the deaths of 13 people in the police firing as an "incident of grief which
melted the hearts of everyone," Panneerselvam expressed his condolences to the kin
of the dead and wished the injured a speedy recovery. 

अब तक क� सबस ेभार�
छूट- रोल�ेस और राडो
घड� पर 80% छूटRolex Watches
Lead your Fantasy
Team to victory this IND
vs ENG series!Fantain Fantasy Cricket

Recommended By Colombia

Recalling the steps taken by the government for closing down the plant, he said way
back in 2013, the copper plant was shut by late Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa.
However, Sterlite approached the National Green Tribunal and got orders for
resuming operations and the government petition opposing this was still pending in

the Supreme Court.
Also, the state pollution control board did not renew
its consent due to which the plant could not operate,
he said.

71 25 people are talking about this

O
Panneerselvam
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STAFF REPORTER

A Government Order to this effect was issued on Monday

The cases filed against protesters who were allegedly involved in rioting during

the anti-Sterlite agitation in Thoothukudi on May 22 have been transferred to

the CB-CID.

Superintendent of Police Murali Rambha told The Hindu that a little over 200

cases had been booked against those who created unrest during the protest.

The government on Monday issued an order transferring these cases to the

CB-CID, the SP added.

Cases were booked against the violators under Sections 147, 148, 188, 353,

323, 324, 436, 307 and 506 of the Indian Penal Code. Further, protesters

were also booked under the TNPPDL Act and the Explosive Substances Act.

Sources in the Thoothukudi Government Medical College Hospital said that

currently, 50 persons were being treated there. During the riot, as many as 108

persons were hurt in a lathicharge. Twenty-seven of the injured sustained

gunshot wounds. A team of 20 doctors, including vascular surgeons,

orthopaedic surgeons and cardiothoracic surgeons from Madurai, Thoothukudi

and Kanniyakumari had conducted surgeries on the victims, sources added.

Post-mortem

Of the 13 who died in the police firing, post-mortem has been performed on

seven bodies so far, following a judicial inquest. The bodies are at the

mortuary and are yet to be handed over to the next of kin.

A regards the post-mortem on the remaining six, the consent of the

relatives/legal heirs was awaited, officials said.

As for compensation, the government on Tuesday issued a cheque of Rs. 20

lakh to the family members of Selvasekaran, who was killed in the police
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firing. While those who had suffered grievous injuries, including gunshot

wounds, were initially provided Rs. 3 lakh as solatium, now, following a

Government Order, they would get an additional Rs. 2 lakh each. Likewise,

those who had suffered minor injuries would now be given Rs. 50,000 each,

in addition to the Rs. 1 lakh announced earlier.

A little over 200 cases had been booked against those who created unrest

during the protestMurali RambhaSuperintendent of Police
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‘We protested for well-being of policemen, their
children, too’

SANJANA GANESH,  MAY 30,  2018 00:00 IST

Sanjana Ganesh

Victims of second day of police firing in Thoothukudi are anxious and
unsure

It’s a slow afternoon at Government Rajaji Hospital (GRH) in Madurai but the

special ward, housing four patients who received gunshot wounds during the

Sterlite protest in Thoothukudi, is abuzz. The victims who fell in the line of

fire on May 23 — the second day when the police opened fire on the

protesters — say they have mixed feelings about the closure of Sterlite

Copper.

K. Sakthivel, who has been actively involved in the agitation since 2017,

recounts the first day of the protest on May 22, when a sea of people came to

the Collectorate holding placards, signboards, water and packets of biscuits.

“It was supposed to be a peaceful protest. We did not carry any arms.
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Nobody expected fire and gunshots, and there was chaos immediately after the

first few rounds of firing. On the 100th day of the protest, we came [to

protest] for a cleaner, safer Thoothukudi. We came for the sons and daughters

of policemen, too,” he said.

When the protests escalated on the second day, Mr. Sakthivel went to Anna

Nagar to help other protesters. He and C. Kalimuthu, another victim

recovering at the GRH, were in the same spot when the police opened fire on

the protesters. Mr. Kalimuthu received the bullet on his thigh and Mr.

Sakthivel was hit on his elbow.

Strangers came on motorbikes and rushed them to Thoothukudi Government

Hospital. After realising that their wounds required more specialised treatment,

they were shifted to Madurai.

Both victims stated that the entire issue would have been resolved if the

government had intervened earlier on. “We are relieved that the plant has been

closed and that State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited

(SIPCOT) has cancelled the allotment of land for the proposed plant

expansion. But at what cost?,” asks Mr. Kalimuthu. He adds that several

innocent victims were caught in the chaos, too.

Terrifying ordeal

For 17-year-old Veerabhagu Sundar, who was heading to his father’s milk

shop, the bullet on his thigh was the most terrifying ordeal. “I was heading to

my father’s shop in Anna Nagar to check if it was all right. I did not venture

close to the protesters. Out of nowhere, I heard gunshots and immediately felt

a piercing pain. I am the only son to my parents, and I have four sisters. What

is going to happen to my leg? I cannot bear to think about whether my life and

the city will ever be normal again,” he says.

S. Chandra, whose son S. Rajalingam, was shot in the neck, is unsure about

the future, too. Mr. Rajalingam, who worked as a load man, is one of the

stable breadwinners in her house. She has borrowed Rs. 10,000 to come to

Madurai for the treatment but is anxious about returning the money to her

lender.

“It would be great if the government actively works towards giving us

compensation for our misery. Without the money, we would have to beg and

borrow,” she says. She thanks the several anonymous volunteers who

admitted the fallen protesters to a hospital despite all odds. “We all have a

piece of the protest in us now,” she says.
332



5/30/2018 Governor visits riot victims at hospital - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/governor-visits-firing-victims-in-hospital/article24028775.ece 1/2

TAMIL NADU

Governor visits riot victims at hospital

MAY 30,  2018 00:00 IST
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Enquires about the treatment being provided to them; assures all
possible help to bereaved families

Governor Banwarilal Purohit on Tuesday visited the Thoothukudi

Government Hospital to enquire about the treatment being provided to those

who were injured in the police firing during an anti-Sterlite rally last week.

Mr. Purohit, who flew to the port town from Chennai, visited the family

members of the injured and listened to the grievances of the public, flanked by

a large posse of police and revenue officials. While interacting with the injured,

Mr. Purohit enquired about the medical treatment being provided to them and

appealed to the doctors to provide quality treatment and special attention to

the victims for their speedy recovery.

He met the family of P. Selvasekar, 52, who was killed in the police firing, at

their residence in Iruvappapuram near Sawyerpuram. He spent some time with
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the bereaved family and gave an assurance that all possible assistance would

be provided to Masaanam, the mother of the deceased, and his two sisters,

Santha and Seetha.

Meets kin

Later, the Governor met the kin of two other victims — J. Antony Selvaraj,

42, of Annai Velankanni Nagar, and S. Maniraj, 34, of Damodaran Nagar, and

consoled the grieving family members.

Additional Chief Secretary to the Governor R. Rajagopal, Additional Chief

Secretary (Transport) P.W.C. Davidar, Thoothukudi Collector Sandeep

Nanduri and Superintendent of Police Murali Rambha received the Governor

at the airport.

The Governor also enquired with the Collector about the damage caused

during the violence and the prevailing law and order situation in Thoothukudi.

Later, he boarded a Chennai-bound flight at 3 p.m.

Corporation Commissioner Alby John Varghese, District Revenue Officer M.

Veerappan, Thoothukudi Sub-Collector Prashanth and Thoothukudi Medical

College dean Lalitha accompanied the Governor during his visit.
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CHENNAI,  MAY 30,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

DMK MLA Geetha Jeevan on Tuesday countered Chief Minister Edappadi K.

Palaniswami’s allegation that DMK cadre led by her had instigated violence

during the anti-Sterlite protests in Thoothukudi last week.

Stating that the residents had been protesting peacefully against Sterlite, she

said that on the 100th day of the protest, the people had planned to take out a

rally. Over 500 party cadre led by her participated in the rally but were

arrested by the police immediately and detained in a marriage hall. Against this

backdrop, the CM was belittling the local people who had participated in the

protest, she said. The DMK was being blamed only out of political

compulsion, she added.
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The intelligence wing has warned the Thoothukudi Superintendent of Police

that some fishermen had procured explosives to attack policemen and their

establishments to avenge the deaths of 13 anti-Sterlite protesters on May 22

and 23, sources said. The alert called for measures to protect police quarters,

the camp office of the Superintendent of Police, the marriage halls where

policemen from other districts were accommodated.page 8

Report in two weeks

“The NHRC team would leave forthwith and examine all concerned, including

the family members of the victims and independent witnesses as it deems

appropriate and submit a report to the Commission within two weeks,” the

NHRC said in a statement.

The NHRC said it gave the order after considering a representation made by a

petitioner, A. Rajarajan, before the Delhi High Court, seeking an independent

investigation by the Commission.

The NHRC had also taken suo motu cognisance of media reports on the firing,

and issued notice to the Tamil Nadu police and the government on May 23,

seeking reports within two weeks.
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CHENNAI /  NEW DELHI,  MAY 30,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

SIPCOT order cites pollution concerns

A day after the Sterlite Copper smelting plant in Thoothukudi was sealed, the

State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited (SIPCOT)

decided to take back 342.22 acres of land allotted to the Vedanta group in

Thoothukudi for expansion.

In its order on Tuesday, the SIPCOT managing director said a series of

agitations had been carried out against the expansion of the copper smelter

plant (Phase II) by Vedanta in the SIPCOT industrial complex, “expressing

concerns” about the pollution caused by the existing smelter plant. “The

people of the area have also been raising concern about their health on account

of the operations of the plant,” the order said.

As the allotment of land for the proposed expansion had been made by

SIPCOT, “in larger public interest,” it is being cancelled, the order said. “The

land price collected for the said land allotment will be refunded as per norms

of SIPCOT,” the order added.

Meanwhile, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) on Tuesday

said it would send a team of officers to investigate the May 22 police firing on

protesters in Thoothukudi, which resulted in the death of 13 persons.

The NHRC said it had asked its Director-General (Investigation) to send a

team, headed by an officer of the rank of Senior Superintendent of Police,

along with three officers of the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police of the

Investigation Division to visit the spot to conduct an inquiry.
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Fishers continue protest against Tuticorin killings
TNN | May 29, 2018, 12.24 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: Country boat fishermen in Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari

refrained from going fishing for the seventh consecutive day on Monday in

protest against the anti-Sterlite protest shooting in which 13 people were

killed.

The fishermen have been protesting the killing of the people who took part

in a procession in Tuticorin on May 22, demanding the closure of the

Sterlite Copper plant which they said was polluting the environment and

causing health issues. 

Fishermen from Periyathalai, Koottapuli, Kootappanai, Uvari, Idinthakarai,

Thomaiyapuram and Perumpathu villages have been protesting and more

than 1,000 boats did not venture into the sea. 

In Uvari, more than 120 country boats were kept tethered and the fishermen said that they would go to sea only after the bodies

of all the 13 victims are laid to rest.

On Monday, about 1,000 fishermen along with their families staged a protest by entering the sea with black flags in their hands

in Kurumbanai near Colachel in Kanyakumari district.  

They raised slogans against the Tamil Nadu government and justice for the people of the region.
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In Periyakadu and Rajakkamangalam villages, a candlelight procession was held by the fishing community to pay homage to the

13 victims.
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HC adjourns hearing on Thoothukudi firing

MADURAI,  MAY 31,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Petitioners seek judicial probe

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court on Wednesday adjourned till

June1 the hearing on a batch of petitions seeking a judicial probe into the

Thoothukudi police firing that left 13 people dead.

A division bench of Justices M.V. Muralidaran and T. Krishnavalli adjourned

the petitions for further hearing. The petitioners sought a judicial probe into

the police firing on the anti-Sterlite protesters. The petitioners claimed that as

per the Police Standing Orders, the police should use tear gas, water jets and

lathi charge to disperse a mob before opening fire. Firing should be an option

only if the other means failed, they said.

Even when the police opened fire, firing should be selective and controlled.

The mob should be warned and protester could be shot only below waist. The

police must stop firing once the mob dispersed, the petitioners said.

However, this was not the case in Thoothukudi. The police purposefully

aimed at the agitators and gunned them down. This was a brutal attack on the

innocent protesters, the petitioners claimed. Retired Supreme Court judges

should probe the case to bring out the truth, they said.
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Wants State to constitute team comprising three forensic experts

The Madras High Court on Wednesday ordered a fresh post-mortem on the

bodies of seven out of the 13 people who died in the police firing last week

during the violent protests demanding closure of the Sterlite plant in

Thoothukudi.

Justices S. Baskaran and RMT. Teekaa Raman ordered the constitution of a

team of three forensic experts, including one from either the All-India Institute

of Medical Sciences or the Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate Medical

Education and Research in Puducherry or the Government Medical College at

Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala.

Making it clear that experts from any one of the three institutions could be

made part of the three-member team depending upon their availability, the

judges said that it should conduct fresh post-mortem in the presence of the

same judicial magistrates who were present at the time of the first post-

mortem and listed out the features to be observed.

The court ordered re-post-mortem of only seven bodies because Advocate

General Vijay Narayan had earlier informed it that the government officials

had so far conducted post-mortem only on seven bodies since the family

members of six other persons, who had also died in the firing, were not

cooperating in the conduct of the post-mortem.

Though the judges, while pronouncing their orders at 8.40 p.m., directed the

government to go ahead and conduct post-mortem of the remaining six bodies

too through the three-member expert team, they kept the direction in abeyance

at about 9 p.m. after advocate R. Sankarasubbu, representing a group of three

public interest litigants, objected to it.

‘Preserve six bodies’

Mr. Sankarasubbu contended that the family members of the six individuals

who had died should be given an opportunity to convince the court to include

a medical expert of their choice in the post-mortem team and till then, the

bodies should be ordered to be preserved intact. Accepting his plea, the judges

directed the government to preserve those bodies till June 6.

However, in respect of the seven bodies, the Bench said that they could be
handed over to the family members of the deceased after the conclusion of the

fresh postmortem. Since the government apprehended law and order problem

while handing over the bodies, the court ordered that no one but for victims’

relatives should be allowed in the government hospital.

The last rites were conducted without any disturbance to peace and

tranquillity, the court said. 354
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Continuous protests will turn T.N. into a graveyard:
Rajini

CHENNAI/T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 31,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Actor’s comments stir a hornet’s nest; BJP endorses his stand

After visiting the victims of police firing in Thoothukudi on Wednesday, actor

and Rajini Makkal Mandram founder Rajinikanth set off a political storm with

his comments on protests and the role of the police, the State government and

the opposition parties, among others.

“If there are going to be protests for every issue, Tamil Nadu will turn into a

graveyard,” he said in an angry voice and walked away from an interaction

with journalists at the Chennai airport, seemingly upset over the repeated

questioning by a journalist on his position defending the police. “Anti-social

elements had infiltrated the protests and created trouble. The people who
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participated in the protests, including the fishermen, are innocent,” he said.

“Same thing happened on the final day of the jallikattu protests (last year).

The whole trouble started when anti-social elements started attacking the

police. The problems started then. I will never accept policemen in uniform

being attacked,” Mr. Rajinikanth said. Asked how he knew about this

[infiltration of anti-social elements], the actor, who has declared his intentions

to join politics, said “I know.” He urged the police to quickly identify the anti-

social elements.

His remarks drew varied reactions from political leaders. While Viduthalai

Chiruthaigal Katchi leader Thol Thirumavalavan argued that but for the

protests the State would have turned into a graveyard, BJP leader Tamilisai

Soundararajan endorsed his views.
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Sri Lankans protest against police firing

COLOMBO,  MAY 31,  2018 00:00 IST

Meera Srinivasan

Submit petition to Indian High Commission

Sri Lankan trade unionists and human rights activists on Wednesday protested

outside the Indian High Commission here, demanding justice for victims of the

recent police firing in Thoothukudi.

They held posters with solidarity messages, some likening the Thoothukudi

incident to a similar shooting incident in Sri Lanka in 2013, when the Army

opened fire at the residents of Rathupaswala, about 40 km north-east of

Colombo, as they protested against drinking water contamination caused by a

nearby factory.

“We are demanding justice for the 13 persons killed in Thoothukudi. We

would like to tell the people there that many of us here — Sinhalese, Tamils

and Muslims — stand in solidarity with their struggle, as we too have

experienced similar attacks,” said M. Mayuran of the Mass Movement for

Social Justice.

The Thoothukudi incident found a strong resonance in Sri Lanka, because the

government “privileged the interest of private companies and their profits over

people’s lives,” according to Sandun Thudugala, Executive Director of the

Colombo-based Law and Society Trust. “Farmers and working people hardly

figure in our governments’ economic policies. They are just discarded,” he

said.”

Organisations involved in ongoing struggles around land rights, environment,

fisheries, fair wages and working conditions in Sri Lanka participated in the

protest. In a petition handed over to the Indian High Commission, protesters

noted: “Justice begins with the banning of Sterlite, but it does not end there.”
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Anti-Sterlite youth to Rajinikanth: ‘Who are you?’

T HOOT HUKUDI,  MAY 31,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

He has posed this question to leaders visiting the riot-hit

Politics can be quite a leveller. As a film star, Rajinikanth is the object of

universal adulation in Tamil Nadu. People throng to catch a glimpse of him if

he makes an appearance. They fight to take selfies with him. But when the

same Rajinikanth visited riot victims at Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital

(TMCH) as a politician, a young riot victim undergoing treatment in the

hospital’s 5th floor asked him: “Who are you?” It’s a question that Mr.

Santhosh asks visiting VIPs to show his and the people’s anger at politicians.

Top trend on Twitter

It is not known if the spiritually inclined Rajini was led to a state of ecstatic

bliss by the existential dimensions of the question. In the mundane Twitterati

world, however, it was certainly a high point. The Tamil hashtag

#NaandhaanpaRajinikanth (I am only Rajinikanth) remained on top of the

Twitter trends for several hours.

The youth, K. Santhosh Raj, 21, a B.Com graduate from Pandaarampatti near

here formed the All College Students’ Federation that played an active role in

the anti-Sterlite agitation ever since it started at A. Kumareddiyarpuram. When

he was marching towards the District Collectorate on May 22, Mr. Santosh

came under attack and suffered a bleeding head injury and multiple blows

from the lathi charge. He is undergoing treatment at the TMCH with nine

sutures on his head.

Mr. Santhosh riled the supporters of Minister ‘Kadambur’ C. Raju with this

question. Chastened by this experience, officials did not allow reporters to

accompany Deputy Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam when he came visiting.

Nevertheless, Mr. Panneerselvam had to face this question from Mr.

Santhosh, sources at TMCH said.

And, on Wednesday, Mr. Rajinikanth too faced the question but he moved on

358

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/who-are-you-anti-sterlite-protester-asks-rajini/article24041170.ece#


5/31/2018 Anti-Sterlite youth to Rajinikanth: ‘Who are you?’ - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/who-are-you-anti-sterlite-protester-asks-rajini/article24041170.ece 2/2

with a smile.

Meanwhile, Rajini Makkal Mandram office-bearers, who had mobilised the

family members of eight persons killed in the riot in a private resort on

Thoothukudi outskirts as he met the media, did not take them to meet the

actor. “We were asked to come to the resort at 9 a.m. itself to receive the

assistance of Rs. 2 lakh each to the families of the deceased. But we were not

allowed to meet him,” said Mary, aunt of Snowlin, who was waiting at the

resort since morning
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‘Rajinikanth wrong in condemning protesters’

T HANJAVUR,  MAY 31,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CPI (M) State secretary K. Balakrishnan on Wednesday alleged that actor

Rajinikanth had trivialised the anti-Sterlite struggle by commenting that anti-

socials had triggered the violence on May 22, which led to police firing.

Addressing the media, Mr. Balakrishnan contended that Mr. Rajinikanth had

sought to portray the anti-Sterlite protesters as arsonists and trouble-mongers.

He had also alleged that anti-socials and separatists had piloted the jallikattu

protests. The actor was belittling democratic means of struggle and that

needed to be condemned vehemently, he felt.

Wondering whether Mr. Rajinikanth could justify the death of police firing

victims and support Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami, Mr.

Balakrishnan alleged that the actor was donning the role of BJP mouthpiece

and playing second fiddle to the saffron party. Mr. Rajinikanth must openly

apologise for his comments, the Left leader demanded.

The Government was trying to hide the facts on the circumstances that led to

the police firing that resulted in loss of lives in Thoothukudi. The truth would

come out only when a commission of inquiry headed by a sitting judge of the

Madras High Court was constituted, Mr. Balakrishnan said.
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DGP submits report on Thoothukudi firing

CHENNAI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

In one of the first written submissions made on behalf of the DGP before the

Madras HC with respect to last week’s firing that claimed 13 lives in

Thoothukudi district, the police department has provided graphic details of its

version of the incidents. The police were forced to fire to save the lives of

Collectorate staff and family members of Sterlite employees, the report says.
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Firing provoked by violence at five locations, says
DGP

CHENNAI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

Mohamed Imranullah S.

Report to High Court claims protesters were shot to save the lives of
Collectorate staff, families of Sterlite employees and policemen

In a written submission made on behalf of the Director General of Police

(DGP) before the Madras High Court with respect to last week’s firing that

claimed 13 lives in Thoothukudi district, the Police Department has provided

graphic details of its version of the incidents.

A status report filed by Assistant Inspector General of Police (Law and Order)

S. Maheshwaran, on behalf of the DGP, says that violence had erupted at five

different locations on May 22 and 23, forcing the police to use firearms at four

of those places and resort to lathicharge alone in the fifth.

The status report names only one Zonal Deputy Tahsildar who had ordered
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the use of firepower to disperse the crowd in Therespuram at 3 p.m. on May

22, leading to the death of J. Jancy Rani, 37, and does not name officials who

ordered firing at other locations.

The report was filed by Mr. Maheshwaran in response to a public interest

litigation petition filed by a group of three lawyers seeking a detailed inquiry by

the Thoothukudi Principal District Judge.

According to the AIG, it was the villagers of Ayyareddiyurani alias A.

Kumareddiapuram led by the Anti-Sterlite Movement president Mahesh, who

began a peaceful agitation from dawn to dusk, demanding the closure of the

Sterlite Copper smelter owing to environmental concerns.

Plan to lay siege

Days before the agitations were to reach the 100th day on May 22,

representatives of various organisations passed a resolution to lay siege to the

Collectorate on that day. Immediately, revenue and police officials called for a

peace meeting wherein it was agreed to hold peaceful protests.

On May 22, a huge crowd gathered near the Lady of Snow Church and it

started proceeding towards the Collectorate. Similarly, villagers around the

copper plant assembled at the Madathur junction and began marching towards

the Collectorate. Around 20,000 people were present.

They indulged in “various violent activities and reached the Collectorate with a

virulent face. Efforts to stop them at various places ended in vain. When they

reached the Collectorate, the violent mob pelted stones, attacked police

personnel and damaged police and public vehicles. All efforts to control and

dispose [sic] the violent crowd failed,” the AIG said, and went on to state that

a mob entered the residential quarters of Sterlite company employees adjacent

to the Collectorate and set fire to a power generator and all vehicles parked in

the apartments.

“The inmates, around 150 family members, were struggling for life. The mob

in front of the Collectorate did not allow any fire engine or rescue team to

enter the burning premises… As a last resort, to safeguard the lives of

Collectorate staff, policemen and the 150 residents of Sterlite quarters,

controlled use of fire [arms] was resorted to in and around the Collectorate
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complex.

Estimate of loss

An Executive Engineer attached to the Public Works Department had assessed

the damage caused to the Collectorate and allied government offices to be Rs.

28.12 lakh. Further, damage to vehicles, a police booth and a government

liquor shop was assessed to be Rs. 15.67 crore.

Thereafter, at 1 p.m. on the same day, a mob of around 3,000 people moved

towards the Food Corporation of India roundabout and started pelting stones.

The rioters did not retreat despite the use of tear gas and lathicharge. They,

instead, assaulted and attempted to kill policemen. This time again, the police

opened fire leading to the death of M. Karthik, 20. At about 1.35 p.m., the

retreating mob as well as a crowd from the other side attacked the policemen

once again. Two government buses were burnt down. The police managed to

disperse the mob through lathicharge, and another case of rioting was booked

in connection with this incident. At around 3 p.m., Deputy Tahsildar Kannan

issued orders for opening fire at Therespuram and it led to the death of one

Rani. Further, three government-run liquor shops in Muthukrishnapuram,

Ponnagaram and Sundaravelpuram were damaged during this bout of violence.

Property damaged

On May 23, a violent mob of around 1,000 people started rioting at Anna

Nagar Main Road and damaged a liquor shop at Toovipuram, besides setting

ablaze government properties around the area. The police opened fire once

again killing S. Kaliappan, 22, of Mappillaiyurani.

The AIG also stated the then Superintendent of Police P. Mahendran (since

transferred) also sustained injuries during the violence.
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Actor expresses regret

CHENNAI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Actor Rajinikanth expressed regret for his angry outburst while responding to a

journalist over his comments on Thoothukudi incident in Chennai on

Wednesday.

He was answering questions after returning from Thoothukudi.

In a tweet, Mr. Rajinikanth referred to a statement issued by the Madras

Union of Journalists condemning his action and said, “Journalists seem to have

felt that I spoke in a threatening manner, referring to them without respect. I

regret using such words if it had hurt them.”
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CHENNAI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

‘He has spoken with conscience’

A day after actor Rajinikanth appeared to support the stand of Chief Minister

Edappadi K. Palaniswami over the police firing in Thoothukudi, the ruling

AIADMK mouthpiece Namadhu Puratchi Thalaivi Amma welcomed the

former’s statement.

In an article published on Thursday, the daily said that the actor had spoken

with conscience. Mr. Rajinikanth had said that he believed that anti-social

elements had infiltrated the anti-Sterlite protest march, leading to violence.

It welcomed Mr. Rajinikanth’s statement that the resignation of the Chief

Minister wouldn’t be the solution. The article said that Mr. Rajinikanth

statements (that continuous protests would turn Tamil Nadu into a graveyard)

were a befitting reply to Communists and those who supporting protests every

other time.

Meanwhile, during an interaction with reporters on Thursday, when asked

about the statement of Mr. Rajinikanth, Fisheries Minister D. Jayakumar said

as an individual person, the actor could say anything he wanted.
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Inquest to be held on June 2 and 3

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

A coalition of civil society organisations in Tamil Nadu, led by president of

Thoothukudi Bar Association, A.W.D. Tilak, will hold an inquest into the

firing on protesters during anti-Sterlite agitation, here on June 2 and 3.

According to a statement from the Bar Association on Thursday, the inquest

will be held to ascertain facts that led to protests for 100 days.

It is aimed at ascertaining facts and circumstances of incidents which led to the

police firing by gathering statements from eye witnesses, families of the

deceased, officials of the district administration and the police.

Later, the team would disclose interim findings and observations on June 3.

374

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/inquest-to-be-held-on-june-2-and-3/article24052805.ece#


6/1/2018 Sarathkumar consoles victims - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/sarathkumar-consoles-victims/article24051838.ece 1/1

TAMIL NADU

Sarathkumar consoles victims

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

It was unfortunate that actor Rajinikanth, who met victims of police firing

during the anti-Sterlite agitation at the Government Medical College Hospital

here, had branded protesters as ‘anti-social elements,’ R. Sarathkumar,

president, All India Samaththuva Makkal Katchi, said here on Thursday.

Addressing the media after consoling families of victims in the hospital, he said

Rajinikanth was supporting companies.

Death of 13 people during the protest was an irreparable loss. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi too did not express his regret for the death of 13 people in

Thoothukudi, he said.

Earlier, he met members of 13 families, who had lost their relatives in the

firing, and expressed his grief over the loss. Besides, he gave away Rs. 50,000

to each of the deceased family, party sources said.
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T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

‘Prospects of industries which depend on this unit are bleak’

The closure of Sterlite Copper has cast a shadow on the shipping industry, its

ancillary and service industries.

In fact, the entire local economy has suffered a lot. Several stakeholders

relying on export and import trade under the logistic support of seaport feel

that the closure would affect industrial investments in this city.

Hundreds of workers depend directly and indirectly on this closed unit.

Industries were source of job opportunities but they should adhere to pollution

control and other relevant norms, shipping industry leaders said here on

Thursday.

The closure would affect prospects of seaport also. The cargo handling

capacity of V. O. Chidambaranar Port would see a downtrend in the coming

days.

Around one million tonnes of industrial cargo shipments were normally made
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by Sterlite through the port.

The State government, which hosted the global investors’ meet some years

back, would be embarrassed, as the closure had sent a wrong signal. Further,

the Madurai -Thoothukudi Industrial Corridor project, which remains a non-

starter, would not take off.

Apart from logistics industry, a major ancillary of the shipping industry,

stakeholders depending on chemical, minerals and housekeeping industries

were left in the lurch. Normally, around 500 trucks would transport industrial

cargo but the movement had come down to 100. Besides, the number of

vessels calling at the port had shown a negative trend. At least six cargo

vessels with around 1.35 lakh tonnes of import and export cargo would have

reached the port in the last two months but none had come.

Terming the closure as a “setback for Thoothukudi,” sources said bulk cargo

traffic in merchant vessels was not up in recent weeks as imports of raw

material, project cargo and technical items had come to naught. It was not an

enterprising spell for industries, which were dependent on this closed unit, in

need of sulphuric and phosphoric acid, sources added.
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DGP submits report on Thoothukudi firing

CHENNAI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

In one of the first written submissions made on behalf of the DGP before the

Madras HC with respect to last week’s firing that claimed 13 lives in

Thoothukudi district, the police department has provided graphic details of its

version of the incidents. The police were forced to fire to save the lives of

Collectorate staff and family members of Sterlite employees, the report says.
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TAMIL NADU

Firing provoked by violence at five locations, says
DGP

CHENNAI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

Mohamed Imranullah S.

Report to High Court claims protesters were shot to save the lives of

Collectorate staff, families of Sterlite employees and policemen

In a written submission made on behalf of the Director General of Police

(DGP) before the Madras High Court with respect to last week’s firing that

claimed 13 lives in Thoothukudi district, the Police Department has provided

graphic details of its version of the incidents.

A status report filed by Assistant Inspector General of Police (Law and Order)

S. Maheshwaran, on behalf of the DGP, says that violence had erupted at five

different locations on May 22 and 23, forcing the police to use firearms at four

of those places and resort to lathicharge alone in the fifth.

The status report names only one Zonal Deputy Tahsildar who had ordered
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the use of firepower to disperse the crowd in Therespuram at 3 p.m. on May

22, leading to the death of J. Jancy Rani, 37, and does not name officials who

ordered firing at other locations.

The report was filed by Mr. Maheshwaran in response to a public interest

litigation petition filed by a group of three lawyers seeking a detailed inquiry by

the Thoothukudi Principal District Judge.

According to the AIG, it was the villagers of Ayyareddiyurani alias A.

Kumareddiapuram led by the Anti-Sterlite Movement president Mahesh, who

began a peaceful agitation from dawn to dusk, demanding the closure of the

Sterlite Copper smelter owing to environmental concerns.

Plan to lay siege

Days before the agitations were to reach the 100th day on May 22,

representatives of various organisations passed a resolution to lay siege to the

Collectorate on that day. Immediately, revenue and police officials called for a

peace meeting wherein it was agreed to hold peaceful protests.

On May 22, a huge crowd gathered near the Lady of Snow Church and it

started proceeding towards the Collectorate. Similarly, villagers around the

copper plant assembled at the Madathur junction and began marching towards

the Collectorate. Around 20,000 people were present.

They indulged in “various violent activities and reached the Collectorate with a

virulent face. Efforts to stop them at various places ended in vain. When they

reached the Collectorate, the violent mob pelted stones, attacked police

personnel and damaged police and public vehicles. All efforts to control and

dispose [sic] the violent crowd failed,” the AIG said, and went on to state that

a mob entered the residential quarters of Sterlite company employees adjacent

to the Collectorate and set fire to a power generator and all vehicles parked in

the apartments.

“The inmates, around 150 family members, were struggling for life. The mob

in front of the Collectorate did not allow any fire engine or rescue team to

enter the burning premises… As a last resort, to safeguard the lives of

Collectorate staff, policemen and the 150 residents of Sterlite quarters,

controlled use of fire [arms] was resorted to in and around the Collectorate
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complex.

Estimate of loss

An Executive Engineer attached to the Public Works Department had assessed

the damage caused to the Collectorate and allied government offices to be Rs.

28.12 lakh. Further, damage to vehicles, a police booth and a government

liquor shop was assessed to be Rs. 15.67 crore.

Thereafter, at 1 p.m. on the same day, a mob of around 3,000 people moved

towards the Food Corporation of India roundabout and started pelting stones.

The rioters did not retreat despite the use of tear gas and lathicharge. They,

instead, assaulted and attempted to kill policemen. This time again, the police

opened fire leading to the death of M. Karthik, 20. At about 1.35 p.m., the

retreating mob as well as a crowd from the other side attacked the policemen

once again. Two government buses were burnt down. The police managed to

disperse the mob through lathicharge, and another case of rioting was booked

in connection with this incident. At around 3 p.m., Deputy Tahsildar Kannan

issued orders for opening fire at Therespuram and it led to the death of one

Rani. Further, three government-run liquor shops in Muthukrishnapuram,

Ponnagaram and Sundaravelpuram were damaged during this bout of violence.

Property damaged

On May 23, a violent mob of around 1,000 people started rioting at Anna

Nagar Main Road and damaged a liquor shop at Toovipuram, besides setting

ablaze government properties around the area. The police opened fire once

again killing S. Kaliappan, 22, of Mappillaiyurani.

The AIG also stated the then Superintendent of Police P. Mahendran (since

transferred) also sustained injuries during the violence.
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TAMIL NADU

Actor expresses regret

CHENNAI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Actor Rajinikanth expressed regret for his angry outburst while responding to a

journalist over his comments on Thoothukudi incident in Chennai on

Wednesday.

He was answering questions after returning from Thoothukudi.

In a tweet, Mr. Rajinikanth referred to a statement issued by the Madras

Union of Journalists condemning his action and said, “Journalists seem to have

felt that I spoke in a threatening manner, referring to them without respect. I

regret using such words if it had hurt them.”
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AIADMK hails statement

CHENNAI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

‘He has spoken with conscience’

A day after actor Rajinikanth appeared to support the stand of Chief Minister

Edappadi K. Palaniswami over the police firing in Thoothukudi, the ruling

AIADMK mouthpiece Namadhu Puratchi Thalaivi Amma welcomed the

former’s statement.

In an article published on Thursday, the daily said that the actor had spoken

with conscience. Mr. Rajinikanth had said that he believed that anti-social

elements had infiltrated the anti-Sterlite protest march, leading to violence.

It welcomed Mr. Rajinikanth’s statement that the resignation of the Chief

Minister wouldn’t be the solution. The article said that Mr. Rajinikanth

statements (that continuous protests would turn Tamil Nadu into a graveyard)

were a befitting reply to Communists and those who supporting protests every

other time.

Meanwhile, during an interaction with reporters on Thursday, when asked

about the statement of Mr. Rajinikanth, Fisheries Minister D. Jayakumar said

as an individual person, the actor could say anything he wanted.
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TAMIL NADU

Inquest to be held on June 2 and 3

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

A coalition of civil society organisations in Tamil Nadu, led by president of

Thoothukudi Bar Association, A.W.D. Tilak, will hold an inquest into the

firing on protesters during anti-Sterlite agitation, here on June 2 and 3.

According to a statement from the Bar Association on Thursday, the inquest

will be held to ascertain facts that led to protests for 100 days.

It is aimed at ascertaining facts and circumstances of incidents which led to the

police firing by gathering statements from eye witnesses, families of the

deceased, officials of the district administration and the police.

Later, the team would disclose interim findings and observations on June 3.
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TAMIL NADU

Sarathkumar consoles victims

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

It was unfortunate that actor Rajinikanth, who met victims of police firing

during the anti-Sterlite agitation at the Government Medical College Hospital

here, had branded protesters as ‘anti-social elements,’ R. Sarathkumar,

president, All India Samaththuva Makkal Katchi, said here on Thursday.

Addressing the media after consoling families of victims in the hospital, he said

Rajinikanth was supporting companies.

Death of 13 people during the protest was an irreparable loss. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi too did not express his regret for the death of 13 people in

Thoothukudi, he said.

Earlier, he met members of 13 families, who had lost their relatives in the

firing, and expressed his grief over the loss. Besides, he gave away Rs. 50,000

to each of the deceased family, party sources said.
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‘Closure of Sterlite will affect industrial climate’

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 01,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

‘Prospects of industries which depend on this unit are bleak’

The closure of Sterlite Copper has cast a shadow on the shipping industry, its

ancillary and service industries.

In fact, the entire local economy has suffered a lot. Several stakeholders

relying on export and import trade under the logistic support of seaport feel

that the closure would affect industrial investments in this city.

Hundreds of workers depend directly and indirectly on this closed unit.

Industries were source of job opportunities but they should adhere to pollution

control and other relevant norms, shipping industry leaders said here on

Thursday.

The closure would affect prospects of seaport also. The cargo handling

capacity of V. O. Chidambaranar Port would see a downtrend in the coming

days.

Around one million tonnes of industrial cargo shipments were normally made
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by Sterlite through the port.

The State government, which hosted the global investors’ meet some years

back, would be embarrassed, as the closure had sent a wrong signal. Further,

the Madurai -Thoothukudi Industrial Corridor project, which remains a non-

starter, would not take off.

Apart from logistics industry, a major ancillary of the shipping industry,

stakeholders depending on chemical, minerals and housekeeping industries

were left in the lurch. Normally, around 500 trucks would transport industrial

cargo but the movement had come down to 100. Besides, the number of

vessels calling at the port had shown a negative trend. At least six cargo

vessels with around 1.35 lakh tonnes of import and export cargo would have

reached the port in the last two months but none had come.

Terming the closure as a “setback for Thoothukudi,” sources said bulk cargo

traffic in merchant vessels was not up in recent weeks as imports of raw

material, project cargo and technical items had come to naught. It was not an

enterprising spell for industries, which were dependent on this closed unit, in

need of sulphuric and phosphoric acid, sources added.
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CB-CID begins probe into riots, police firing
TNN | Jun 1, 2018, 12.33 AM IST

Printed from

Personnel from the Crime Branch – Crime Investigation Division (CB-CID)

have begun preliminary inquiries into the riots and police firing that

claimed 13 lives in the city on May 22 and 23. Police sources said that the

Thoothukudi District Police have registered cases against more than

16,500 people in five cases.

Cases were registered against the rioters and public under 15 sections,

including 11 sections of the Indian Penal Code. It is learnt that SIPCOT

Police had registered a case against 10,000 people. The South Police

registered three cases against 6,000 persons while the North Police

booked 500 people. 

These case files were handed over to a team led by CB-CID

superintendent of police Praveen Kumar. On Thursday the team also retrieved CCTV footages recorded at the collectorate,

ATMs and commercial establishments and in the centralised CCTV surveillance control room at the South Police Station.

Sources said that they will begin a full-fledged inquiry after the bodies of the 13 victims who got killed in the incident are handed

over to their families. The team comprising inspectors from across the state also plan to conduct inquiries with the public to get

a clear picture of the protests and the riots that followed.

Superintendent of Police (SP), of Thoothukudi District, Murali Rambha said that there were no major incidents of violence in the

city from May 24. "Normalcy has returned to the city. There were not even stone pelting incidents in the city since then. There

were stray incidents in the outskirts," he said and added that focus was to ensure peaceful handing over bodies of victims to

404

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/


7/10/2018 CB-CID begins probe into riots, police firing - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/cb-cid-begins-probe-into-riots-police-firing/articleshowprint/64406977.cms 2/2

their kin at the earliest.

District Collector Sandeep Nanduri said that schools will reopen on Friday as usual as normalcy has returned. He also said that

there has been no official communication on the arrival of the one-man commission or the national human rights commission to

prove the incidents that took place on May 22 and 23. "We are ready to assist to them," he added.
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3 more families refuse to receive bodies
TNN | Jun 1, 2018, 12.33 AM IST

Printed from

Families of three more persons who were killed in the police firing and

assault on May 22 and 23 refused to receive bodies of their dear ones.

While six families have already moved the court and refused to extend

cooperation for the first postmortem, a second post-mortem was

performed on the seven bodies on Thursday. 

The relatives of three of the families have refused to receive the bodies.

"Sterlite should be demolished and a memorial should be built for the 13

victims there, as they died for closure of that polluting plant. We will not

receive the bodies till then," said the aunt of Snowlin, one of the victims. 

Relatives of Tamilarasan and Kaliappan also refused to receive the bodies.

They demanded that the policemen in the firing squad, the officials who

gave orders for the police firing and the then collector and superintendent of police be booked for murder. "We will not receive

the bodies till then," said an agitated Muthupandi, brother of Kaliappan.

Families who refused to receive the bodies also said that they don’t trust the second postmortem and that they were under

pressure from the government and the police to receive the bodies. Meanwhile, the kin of Shanmugam of Masilamanipuram

and Selvasekar of Peikulam received their bodies and performed the final rites. The family of Karthik received a relief for Rs 20

lakh from the district collector on Thursday. 

The bodies of Selvasekar and Karthik are likely to be handed over to the kin on Friday morning. Based on the Madras high court

direction, Ambika Prasad Patra from JIPMER, and two doctors from the Thoothukudi MCH performed the postmortem.

There was heavy police deployment at the MCH and en route to their houses. Drone was also used to monitor the situation to

avert any untoward incident during the processions and final rites.
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Blow after blow for Sterlite employees
TNN | Jun 1, 2018, 12.32 AM IST

Printed from

With the state government sealing the Sterlite plant in Tuticorin last week,

the future of the nearly 3,000 direct and contract employees of Sterlite

and the nearly 20,000 members of their families who are indirectly having

a livelihood depending on the copper plant is at stake. Adding to the woes

is the mental agony of being bracketed with ‘anti-social elements’ by the

local people. 

"For the last three weeks people in my neighbourhood have been looking

at me mockingly telling each other that I am a Sterlite employee. Some

have asked me fiercely why I work for that company. Now they happily say

that the plant has been closed down and our families will suffer,"

Saraswathy, an accounts department staff with Sterlite, said. 

She said her husband is running a small business and that her earning is the backbone of her family’s survival. "My son is an

engineering student. Now that the plant has been closed down, we will have no other go," she said, hoping that the government

would reopen the plant.

Sealing the plant has come as a shock for the 900-odd permanent employees of the plant. A senior employee in the

mechanical department for 23 years said there are at least 100 permanent employees who have been working there for more

than 20 years. "We don’t have cancer. Rumours about the plant were spread on social media and the government has acted

due to pressure without conducting a scientific study," he added. 

"Relatives are asking us what would happen to our jobs," said Karthik who was in the Sterlite quarters when it was ransacked by

a mob on May 22. Recalling the dreadful incident, he said the families were trembling with fear when the mob attacked their
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vehicles and set them ablaze. "Women and children were in tears and ran to the terrace as a cloud of smoke from our burning

vehicles engulfed our houses," he said. He said the protesters were threatening to kill them if they came down. "What wrong did

we do to attract such a fury? We are praying that the Tamil Nadu government will reopen the factory. We are hopeful that the

company will not abandon us and are awaiting a message from our bosses," he added.

The condition of the nearly 2,500 contract labourers is worse as they are clueless on what to do and how to pay the school fees

of their children. Most of them are living in villages close to the factory. Thoothukudi Sterlite All Contractors Welfare Association

president S Thiagarajan told TOI that there are around 40 contractors attached to the association having 1,500 to 2,000 contract

labourers depending on them. "Our employees work on contracts ranging from one year to three years depending on the

nature of the work. Half of these labourers are from areas around the factory, including a few places from where people are

protesting against the plant. Areas from where they came to work include Therespuram, Silverpuram, Pandarampatti,

Kumarattiyapuram, Ottapidaram, Sawyerpuram and Athimarampatti," he said. 

Sources said that around 500 employees are from northern states. It is learnt that many of them have gone back as there is

uncertainty over the plant starting operations. Thiagarajan said the employees are asking for loans to pay the education fees of

their children and urgent medical expenses.

"Payment to the tune of more than Rs 20 crore from Sterlite is pending for the contractors. Many trucks and heavy machines we

have hired are also on the sealed premises of the plant. We pray that the dues are settled and vehicles released at the earliest.

In the long run, we want the plant to commence operations," he adds.
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NHRC team to begin investigation on Sunday

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 02,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Forum to conduct public hearing on police firing today

The National Human Rights Commission’s fact-finding team is expected to

start on Sunday its probe into the killing of 13 persons in the police firing

during the anti-Sterlite protest that turned violent in Thoothukudi on May 22.

The fact-finding team, comprising a Senior Superintendent of Police, three

Deputy Superintendents of Police and an Inspector, is likely to land here on

Saturday evening and commence its probe on Sunday.

The team, which is likely to camp at Thoothukudi till June 7, is expected to

meet the family members of the victims, witnesses and those who volunteer to

depose before submitting its report within two weeks.

Meanwhile, the People’s Coordination Committee Against Thoothukudi Police

Firing has proposed to organise public hearing on the police firing at Bell Hotel

between 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. on Saturday (June 2).

“The public hearing is organised with the objective of bringing out the truth

behind the police firing.

Retired judges, former police officials, educationists, senior advocates and

journalists will conduct the public hearing in which relatives of the victims and

those who witnessed the police firing and other unfortunate incidents may

appear before the panel,” Henry Tiphagne of People’s Watch told reporters

here on Friday .

After the public hearing, the team will visit the affected families and the police

officers before preparing its report.
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SC panel to visit Thoothukudi

SALEM,  JUNE 02,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The National Commission for Scheduled Castes will soon visit Thoothukudi to

ascertain the death of the people belonging to the Adi Dravida community

during anti-Sterlite protests and police action and the loss of property suffered

by them, said L. Murugan, its Vice-Chairman.

Speaking to press persons on the sidelines of the review meeting on the

progress of the development and welfare schemes for the benefit of the Adi

Dravidas at the Collectorate here on Friday, Mr. Murugan said that the

commission sent a notice to the Director General of Police and the Chief

Secretary on the loss of lives of the Adi Dravidas in the police action.

According to the DGP’s reply, four Adi Dravida community people were

killed in the police firing incident.
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The commission will make a visit to Thoothukudi to personally ascertain the

situation, to make enquiries with the injured and the loss caused to the Adi

Dravida community people.

Mr. Murugan said that the commission has taken special initiative for a speedy

trial in the recent violence on the Adi Dravida community people at

Kachanatham village in Sivaganga district and punish all the guilty without any

delay.

He said that there is an urgent need for preventing the recurrence of

Kachanatham violence. The commission has planned to write to the Collectors

of all the districts to hold meeting of representatives of various castes once a

month to sort out differences, if any among them. Identifying and nipping the

trouble in the bud itself will go a long way in maintaining in caste amity, he

said.

Mr. Murugan said that on the suggestion made by the commission, the State

government has allotted Rs. 100 crore for the creation of basic infrastructure

facilities and development of the Adi Dravidar villages. Tamil Nadu is a

forerunner in this regard and has set a worthy example.

The National Commission for Scheduled Castes has commended the State

government for the same and has sent a letter thanking the Chief Minister for

the allocation.

He said a large number of panjami and disposed class lands have been

encroached upon by more than 900 people with vested interests in Salem

district. The commission has directed the official machinery to issue notices to

all the people and take steps to retrieve the entire land. The same may be

given to landless people.

He said that Salem district has excelled in successfully implementing seven

major schemes for the benefit of the Adi Dravidas.

Rohini R. Bhajibakare, District Collector, K. Shankar, Commissioner of

Police, Georgy George, Superintendent of Police, A. Periasamy, District

Forest Officer, and other officers participated in the meeting.
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Protests hit garment shipments through Thoothukudi

COIMBAT ORE,  JUNE 02,  2018 00:00 IST

M. Soundariya Preetha

The suspension of internet services for five days in Thoothukudi last month

has led to backlog of consignments affecting shipping of garments from

Tirupur through the VOC Port.

Nearly 80 % of garments exported from Tirupur are shipped through the

Thoothukudi port. Though Thoothukudi is returning to normalcy, goods

already at the port are getting cleared only now.

“Even now clearances are taking time. Though clearances have resumed at the

port, the goods stranded have just started moving. There is over congestion at

the port,” said Raja Shanmugham, president of Tirupur Exporters’

Association.

Forwarding agents here say for almost five days shipments from the port were

affected badly. Since internet connections were down, the exporters were

unable to get clearances.

An official at the port said that for a couple of days, when internet services

were disrupted at Thoothukudi, exporters and importers were unable to upload

documents. This affected movement of goods too. However, the disruption in

services was just for a day or two. The situation has returned to normalcy

now, the official said.

The official added that the annual import revenue for the port was Rs. 4,400

crore. Of it, Rs. 1,300 crore was from Sterlite Copper that imported copper

ore.

Since the plant is closed, there would be no imports this year.

In April, the company had paid Rs. 50 crore for imports. Similarly, copper

anodes from Sterlite were a major exports through the port. These exports

would also not be there this year, the official said.
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TAMIL NADU

Parties welcome call for impartial probe

CHENNAI,  JUNE 02,  2018 00:00 IST

T.K. Rohit

Political parties on Friday welcomed the condemnation by UN experts of the

police action during the anti-Sterlite protest in Thoothukudi, in which 13

people were killed, as well as their call for an independent probe into the

incident.

“Whenever human rights are violated and people are brutally murdered, the

UN Human Rights Council, and particularly the UN Working Group on

human rights and transnational organisations, take up such issues. The Indian

government and the Tamil Nadu government are now duty-bound to punish

the guilty,” MDMK general secretary Vaiko told The Hindu.

Expressing elation over the UN taking note of crimes committed against

Tamils, he said, “Now (when it comes to) any injustice done to Tamils

anywhere in the world, the guilty cannot escape. The Sterlite killings were

cold-blooded, pre-planned murders [carried out] to appease Sterlite at the

behest of the State and Central governments.”

“This statement [by the UN body] substantiates the charges levelled by the

DMK that the police firing was excessive, unwarranted and disproportionate.

Therefore, the moral mandate of this AIADMK government is destroyed, and

the Chief Minister must take full responsibility and tender his resignation. Now

that international agencies have taken note [of the incident], we hope that the

Prime Minister will also follow suit,” DMK spokesperson Manuraj

Shunmugasundaram said.

CBI probe sought

The VCK demanded a CBI probe into the killings. “Although the National

Human Rights Commission has already taken up the matter, the condemnation

by the UN Working Group will exert more pressure [on the authorities],” VCK

general secretary Ravi Kumar said.

He said the killings during the anti-Sterlite protests had dented India’s image.
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UN working group condemns police action in
Thoothukudi

LONDON,  JUNE 02,  2018 00:00 IST

Vidya Ram

Describes the firing as excessive use of lethal force; calls for
independent probe

UN human rights experts have condemned the “disproportionate and excessive

use of lethal force” by the Tamil Nadu police against anti-Sterlite protesters in

Thoothukudi, and have called for an independent investigation to ensure that

those who had violated human rights were brought to justice. They have also

called on Sterlite Industries and Vedanta Resources [the parent company] to

take “immediate action” to mitigate pollution and ensure access to safe water

and healthcare for residents.

“The government should uphold the rights to freedom of expression and

assembly, as they are the cornerstone of democratic societies and a critical tool

to identify and protect against business-related human rights abuses,” said the

group, led by Anita Ramasastry, chair of the UN Working Group on human
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rights and transnational organisations.

The group expressed concern over the use of force, including live ammunition,

against protesters [who were] “marching to raise legitimate human rights and

environmental concerns,” and pointed to documentation from judicial and

administrative bodies of water contamination, air pollution and other forms of

environmental degradation linked to the Sterlite Copper plant.

“Under the UN’s Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, all

business enterprises have a responsibility to respect human rights, including

identifying, preventing, mitigating and accounting for how they address their

adverse human rights impact,” they said.

The working group has been in place since 2011 to promote and disseminate

the UN’s Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights.

The UN experts are the latest international voices to raise concerns about the

events that unfolded on May 22. Human rights NGOs have also raised

concerns about the handling of the protests. Amnesty International said the

Tamil Nadu government had been “shockingly underprepared” to peacefully

control what was expected to be a massive protest.

Human Rights Watch has called for a “prompt, impartial and transparent

investigation.”

Call to delist

In London, where Vedanta Resources is headquartered and listed on the stock

exchange, the main Opposition Labour Party has described the firm as a

“rogue” corporation and called for its delisting from the London Stock

Exchange (LSE) to remove the “cloak of respectability” from the firm. Several

demonstrations have taken place outside the Indian High Commission in

London as well as Vedanta founder and chairman Anil Agarwal’s home.

A public petition on the British Parliament’s e-petition website, calling for the

UK authorities to investigate and ban the company from the stock exchange,

was rejected on the grounds that the responsibility for listing companies lay

with the LSE.

The LSE has thus far declined to comment on the calls to delist Vedanta
Resources.
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Five bodies handed over to relatives

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 02,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

After re-post-mortem conducted by a team of doctors as instructed by the

Madras High Court, five bodies have been handed over to their relatives so far

while the relatives of two deceased refused to accept the bodies.

The bodies of 13 victims who were killed in police firing and the lathi charge

in Thoothukudi during the anti-Sterlite protest organised on May 22 and

subsequently, the next day, were kept in the Thoothukudi Medical College

Hospital morgue. Of this, post-mortem of the bodies of Shanmugam (38),

Selvasekar (42), Karthik (20), Kanthaiah (58), Kaliappan (22), Snowlin (17)

and Thamizharasan (42) were conducted immediately after the violence.

As the Madras High Court directed the State government to conduct re-post-

mortem of these seven bodies by doctors from either JIPMER or

Thiruvananthapuram Government Medical College Hospital, doctors from

JIPMER, with the assistance of doctors attached to the TMCH, started the re-

post-mortem on Thursday afternoon. The exercise went on till 2 a.m.

Subsequently, relatives of Shanmugam, Selvasekar and Karthik received the

bodies in the night and the bodies of Kaliappan and Kanthiah were handed

over on Friday even as relatives of Snowlin and Thamizharasan refused to

receive the bodies.

They said the State government should adopt a resolution in the Assembly

ensuring the permanent closure of Sterlite Copper and its subsequent

dismantling from Thoothukudi. Besides taking appropriate action against the

policemen, all the cases registered against the protestors should be withdrawn.

However, the officials are persuading them to accept the bodies.

During an informal chat with reporters, Collector Sandeep Nanduri said post-

mortem of the remaining six bodies, which are being kept at TMCH, would be

conducted as per the directions of the Madras High Court.

The compensation of Rs. 20 lakh had been given to the families of two
416

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/five-bodies-handed-over-to-relatives/article24062593.ece#


6/2/2018 Five bodies handed over to relatives - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/five-bodies-handed-over-to-relatives/article24062593.ece 2/2

deceased and the cheques to the families of other deceased would be given

shortly.

Mr. Sandeep said normalcy had returned in the town and hence all the schools

had re-opened after the summer vacation on Friday.
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National Commission for SC to visit Thoothukudi

SALEM,  JUNE 02,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

“Need for preventing recurrence of Kachanatham violence”

The National Commission for Scheduled Castes will soon visit Thoothukudi to

ascertain the death of people belonging to Adi Dravidar community during the

anti-Sterlite protests and police action and loss of property suffered by them,

said L. Murugan, its Vice-Chairman.

Speaking to press persons on the sidelines of a meeting to review development

and welfare schemes for the benefit of Adi Dravidars at the Collectorate here

on Friday, he said that the Commission had sent a notice to the Director

General of Police (DGP) and the Chief Secretary on the death of Adi

Dravidars in police action.

According to the reply from the Director General of Police, four Adi Dravidar

people were killed in the police firing.

Mr. Murugan said that the Commission had taken a special initiative for

speedy trial in the recent violence on Adi Dravidars in Kachanatham village of

Sivaganga district and to punish all the guilty without any delay.

He said that there was an urgent need for preventing the recurrence of

Kachanatham violence.

The Commission had planned to write to the Collectors of all districts to hold a

meeting of representatives of various castes once a month to sort out

differences, if any, among them.

Identifying and nipping the trouble in the bud itself would go a long way in

maintaining amity, he said.

Rs. 100 crore allotted

Mr. Murugan said that on the suggestion made by the Commission the State

government had allotted Rs. 100 crore for the creation of basic infrastructure
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and development of Adi Dravidar villages.

Tamil Nadu was a forerunner in this regard and had set a worthy example.

The National Commission for Scheduled Castes commended the State

government and had sent a letter thanking the Chief Minister for the allocation.

According to a reply from DGP to a notice, four Adi Dravidar people were

killed in the police firing

L. Murugan

NCSC Vice-Chairman
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Youth who questioned Rajini clarifies

MADURAI,  JUNE 02,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Says media and trolls twisted the video clip of the incident to suit their
agenda

Barely 48 hours after he embarrassed actor Rajinikanth asking, “Who are

you?” that forced the actor to introduce himself, “I am Rajinikanth”, the

Thoothukudi youth, K. Santhosh Raj, a victim of police action during the anti-

Sterlite protests, clarified that his intention was misconstrued.

In a video clip released on social media, the B.Com. graduate claimed: “My

question to him (Rajinikanth) was posed as a matter of right to someone who

was entering politics to serve the people.”

When Mr. Rajinikanth visited the injured being treatment at the Thoothukudi

Medical College Hospital on Wednesday, Mr. Raj stunned everyone around,

including the actor by asking him, “Who are you?” When the actor introduced

himself saying, “I am Rajinikanth,” the youth without blinking asked him why

it took so many days for him to visit the anti-Sterlite agitators who had been

protesting continuously for 100 days.

Soon, the video of this incident went viral on social media with the hash tag

#NaandhaanpaRajinikath (I am Rajinikanth) trending on Twitter for several

hours.

Mr. Raj Kumar of Pandarampatti on Friday clarified that the media and trolls

twisted the video clip of the incident to suit their requirement.

“While politicians draw their respect from the power they hold, it is not the

case with Mr. Rajinikanth,” the youth who sustained bleeding injuries on his

head during lathicharge, said adding, “Even if he does not hold an office of

power, the very word Rajini fetches him respect.

“My question was with a heavy heart as had Mr. Rajinikanth extended his

support to our anti-Sterlite protest, it could have been a big force multiplier.”
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But, due to the “twist” given to the incident, it would have an adverse impact

on him as an individual, he said.

My question to him was posed as a matter of right to someone who was

entering politics to serve the peopleK. Santhosh Raj
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Thoothukudi firing: police told not to harass people
during probe

MADURAI,  JUNE 02,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

HC asks State to file affidavit on procedures followed to disperse crowd

Disposing of a petition on the recent Thoothukudi riot that claimed 13 lives,

the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court on Friday directed the police to

follow guidelines in accordance with law during investigation.

A Division Bench of Justices M. V. Muralidaran and T. Krishnavalli also

directed the police not to harass people remanded for inquiry or their family

members in the name of investigation.

Standing orders

The petitioner, C. Thangapandi of Tirunelveli, said the police had filed several

false cases against protesters and taken people into custody illegally. The

police also resorted to surveillance on the people of the region, he claimed. He

alleged that Police Standing Orders were not followed and the police directly

opened fire against the people protesting against Sterlite Copper.

The court heard two other petitions which sought a judicial probe and

adequate compensation for victims. The petitioners claimed that as per the

Police Standing Orders, they should use tear gas, water jets and lathicharge to

disperse a mob before opening fire. Firing should be an option only if the other

means failed. But the police purposefully aimed at the protesters and gunned

them down, they said.

The court asked the State to file an affidavit on the procedures followed, if

they were in consonance with the Police Standing Orders. The petitions were

posted for hearing on June 6.
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Thoothukudi firing: CPI(M) for SIT probe

T IRUCHI,  JUNE 02,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

‘All cases registered against protesters should be withdrawn’

The human rights wing of the Communist Party of India (Marxist), Tamil

Nadu State Committee, has called for a High Court-monitored probe by a

special investigation team into the firing against anti-Sterlite protesters in

Thoothukudi.

It also called for suspension of the government and police officers who

ordered the firing and registration of cases against them on the charge of

murder. All cases registered against protesters should be withdrawn and the

injured should be extended free and quality health care. The government

should ensure that the education of school and college students was not

disrupted due to the agitation, it demanded.

Releasing a report of a fact-finding visit undertaken by the Human Rights

Protection Committee of the party to Thoothukudi at a press conference here

on Friday, G. Selva, coordinator of the committee, and U. Vasuki, CPI (M)

Central Committee Member, expressed lack of faith on the probe by CB-CID

and the commission of inquiry headed by former High Court Judge Aruna

Jagadeesan. The committee, in its report, also demanded that the government

take over the land where the Sterlite copper smelter factory is located. Sterlite

should also be made to pay compensation for the environmental damages

caused by the factory. Blaming the pro-corporate policies of the State and

Central governments for the imbroglio, Ms.Vasuki wondered why the District

Collector failed to visit the protesters during their agitation for 99 days. Even

on the day of firing, the Collector was away attending a jamabanthi. His

whereabouts after the jamabanthi should be publicised, she demanded.

Many families including the family of J. Snowlin, one of the victims, had

participated in the protest along with their children. They had even carried

food and this shows that they were prepared for a prolonged stir but had no

plans to indulge in violence, Ms. Vasuki contended and alleged that the FIRs

filed were full of falsity.
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Bus torching case: Injured woman dies in hospital
TNN | Jun 2, 2018, 12.20 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: A 63-year-old woman who sustained injuries after a bus was

torched by miscreants during the anti-Sterlite protest, succumbed at the

Tirunelveli government hospital on Friday.  

Three people Sudalaikannu, 70, from Meignanapuram, his wife Valliammal,

63, and Jabakumar, 25, from Karaikudi were injured when the TNSTC

(Tamil Nadu State Transport Corporation) bus in which they were travelling

was set on fire at Karungulam Bridge near Srivaikuntam last Friday.  

There were 49 passengers in the bus when miscreants set fire to it and

escaped. 

Relatives of Valliammal staged a demonstration outside the hospital demanding that her family be given a compensation of Rs

50 lakh while her husband, who was also injured, should be given Rs 5 lakh.

On Thursday, a re-postmortem was performed on seven bodies at the Tuticorin government hospital, as per an order of the

Madras high court. While two bodies of Kandaiah and Kaliappan were handed over to their relatives, the families of Tamilarasan

and Snowlin refused to accept the bodies and demanded that they be given the assurance that Sterlite would be prevented

from operating in Tuticorin permanently. 

The postmortem is yet to be conducted on six more bodies after the families of the deceased obtained a stay. Officials are

continuing talks with the families and convince them to accept the bodies, sources said.
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Meanwhile, the special committee with members from the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) will be visiting Tuticorin

on Saturday. The team, including a senior DSP is expected to stay in Tuticorin for five days and conduct inquiries into the

violence and shooting. The committee is expected to submit its reports in two weeks to the NHRC.
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SHRC team visits violence-hit areas, meets victims

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 03,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NHRC to begin six-day probe into violence today

A team of officials from the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) on

Saturday inspected the violence-hit Collectorate premises and the nearby staff

quarters of Sterlite Copper, where nearly 100 vehicles, including 26 four-

wheelers, were torched when an anti-Sterlite protest turned violent on May 22.

After holding a discussion with Collector Sandeep Nanduri shortly before

noon, the team, comprising Jayachandran and Chitharanjan Mohandas, visited

the Collectorate’s parking lot and inspected the completely charred two-

wheelers that were still lying there. Later, they visited the Sterlite Copper staff

quarters, housing 50 families and 100 bachelors.

“A section of the protesters who entered the staff quarters torched all the

vehicles, including the four-wheelers parked on the basement. As the blaze

from the burning vehicles threatened the first floor residents, the families
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swiftly moved to the top floor of the three-storeyed building. Sensing danger,

the police rushed to the quarters to quell the rioters and rescue the stranded

families,” Joint Superintendent of Police Selvanagarathinam told the SHRC

team. Following the arson, all 300 people residing at the quarters moved out.

After assessing the damage to the Collectorate premises and the Sterlite

Copper staff quarters, the SHRC team met the victims of the violence, who

were undergoing treatment at the Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital

(TMCH). The police, government officials and mediapersons were kept out.

“We told the SHRC members what we saw on that day, and about the attack

that was unleashed on us,” a victim said after the team left the TMCH via the

rear entrance, without addressing the mediapersons waiting at the main

entrance.

The SHRC team also visited the Our Lady of Snows Church, where the anti-

Sterlite protesters held a dharna for several days before the 100th-day march

towards the Collectorate, and met a few affected families there.

Parallel probe

In the evening, a National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) team,

comprising Bhubhul P. Prasad, Rajvir Singh, Nithin Kumar, Arun Tyagi and

Lal Bahar, met the Collector. The team is expected to commence its six-day

probe into the violence and the consequent police firing on Sunday, the 3rd of

June.
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Tuticorin firing: 6th victim’s body handed over to family
TNN | Jun 3, 2018, 12.18 AM IST

Printed from

Tuticorin: The body of Tamilarasan, who was killed in the police firing at the district collectorate during the anti-Sterlite protest on

May 22 and 23 was handed over to his family on Saturday. Of the 13 people who were killed in the violence, the second post-

mortem was performed on seven bodies.

So far, six bodies including that of Tamilarasan have been handed over to their families. It may be recalled that the bodies of

Selvasekar, 42, Shanmugam, 38, and Karthik, 20, were handed over to their families after the second post-mortem on Thursday,

while the bodies of Kaliappan, 22, and Kandhaiah, 58, were handed over on Friday. 

Sources said that the family members of J Snowlin is likely to receive the body on Sunday, as they have planned to organise a

special mass on that day. 

Meanwhile, minister for information and publicity Kadambur C Raju handed over a cheque for Rs 20 lakh from the chief

minister’s general relief fund to Tamilarasan’s mother Ramalakshmi. He also handed over the cheque to Maheswari, mother of

Kaliappan and also visited those injured in the riots getting treated at the Thoothukudi Medical College and Hospital.

The minister told reporters that the deceased and the injured have thanked the state for issuing the government order to close

Sterlite and expressed satisfaction over the quality of treatment provided to the injured. He also said that some of them have

made appealed to the government seeking fulfilment of their demands.

“Princeton, who lost his right leg in the violence (due to amputation after suffering a bullet injury) has requested a government

job. The genuine request will be taken to the notice of the chief minister and will be fulfilled. He will be shifted to Chennai for

fitting an artificial limb,” the minister added.

439

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/


7/10/2018 Tuticorin firing: 6th victim’s body handed over to family - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/tuticorin-firing-6th-victims-body-handed-over-to-family/articleshowprint/64432575.cms 2/2

District collector Sandeep Nanduri and superintendent of police (SP) Murali Rambha, hospital authorities were present with the

minister during the events. The SP said that the bus burning case by rioters at Karungulam eight days ago that claimed the life

of a passenger Valliammal, 63, in the hospital on Friday has been altered to murder. “All the three accused in the case have

been arrested,” the SP said.
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Firing victims stable and out of danger
TNN | Jun 3, 2018, 12.18 AM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: All the patients including those who suffered critical injuries

during the violence and police firing on May 22 and 23 are stated to be

out of danger, sources in the Thoothukudi Medical College and Hospital

said. They also ruled out the possibility of the death toll going up. 

“So far, four people who were critically injured were shifted to speciality

care hospitals in Madurai. Two of them were shifted to the Government

Rajaji Hospital, in Madurai and one each to two private hospitals in

Madurai. The rest are undergoing treatment here. Everyone is out of

danger,” director of medical education (DME) A Edwin Joe said.

The DME told TOI that one of the injured has recovered from the injuries

he suffered in the incident but is suffering from renal failure. “Justin, 29, suffered a blood clot in the head during the riots, which

was surgically removed. As he is suffering from renal failure, the surgery could not be performed with general anaesthesia,” he

said.

Joe said that the surgery to remove the clot was performed with local anaesthesia. “He has recovered from the injury. But he

has to undergo renal transplant as he has been suffering from renal failure for four years. He was undergoing native medication

for four years, but in vain,” he added.

Counselling is being given to the youth to get shifted to the Government Rajaji Hospital, Madurai, for renal transplant. The

bodies of the six people for whom postmortem has not been performed, due to the legal proceedings underway before the
Madras high court, are well preserved, the DME said.
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Children ruthlessly attacked: People’s Inquest

A People’s Inquest (PI) team that completed a two-day inquest into the police

firing against protesters opposing the Sterlite plant has held the district

administration and the police responsible for the death of 13 persons.

The PI team comprised two retired judges of two High Courts, two retired

IAS officers and three retired IPS officers in addition to senior advocates,

journalists and social workers.

The team recommended a ban on Sterlite with immediate effect, dismantling

of the plant at Thoothukudi, clearing of the plant area and creating a memorial

in honour of those who were “killed” by the police, according to a release.

The team also wanted the government to establish who ordered the shooting

and make them accountable as per law. It also wanted action taken against

those who were carrying out unlawful searches and assaulting and harassing

the public.

During the inquest, the PI team found several gaps in the implementation of

the prohibitory orders.

“Testimonies were also received which revealed that children who were part

of the rally were ruthlessly attacked by the police and several children were

illegally detained. Further, these brutalities towards children continued in the

aftermath of the firing and during the searches conducted by the police. The

PI team noted that in spite of such serious reported crimes and atrocities

against children, the State Commission for Children did not take any

immediate action,” the release said.

Brutalities towards children continued in the aftermath of the firing and during

the searches conducted by the police
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All India Samathuva Makkal Katchi president R. Sarathkumar met Chief

Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami on Sunday and sought the withdrawal of

cases filed against the residents of Thoothukudi in relation to the violence

during an anti-Sterlite protest on May 22.

“The government should also take steps to ensure that normalcy returns to the

district, and the people, who are living in fear of a reprisal by the police,

should be able to return to their normal lives,” Mr. Sarathkumar told the Chief

Minister, according to a statement issued by him.

‘Arrests continuing’

He said the residents told him that the police were still arresting people from

their homes in the middle of the night.

“Students, traders and office-goers are living in unnecessary and perennial fear

and are having doubts about their future,” Mr. Sarathkumar said.
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STAFF REPORTER

‘Inhumane barbarity was unleashed on innocent people’

Communist Party of India (Marxist) general secretary Sitaram Yechury on

Sunday said the police firing on anti-Sterlite protesters in Thoothukudi on May

22, which claimed 13 lives, was pre-meditated, and was not a response to

provocation, as claimed by the State government.
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After meeting the families of the deceased and also the injured at the

Thoothukudi Government Medical College Hospital, he said, “It was a brutal

police firing. The inhumane barbarity was unleashed on very innocent and

peaceful demonstrators.”

Noting that gunfire should be a last resort to quell a riot, and should be used

only after exhausting all other options like lathi charge, tear gas and water

cannons, he said, “But this was not the case in Thoothukudi, where the police

opened fire after a lathi charge. Most of the gunshots hit above the waist,

targeting the chest. It was certainly not a move aimed at managing the crowd.”

On May 22 — the 100th day of the agitation — the protesters wanted to

approach the Collectorate, demanding the closure of Sterlite Copper. But it

was strange that the Collector and the Superintendent of Police were away at

that time, Mr. Yechury said.

“Who gave the order to open fire, and to whom was the authority delegated

by the Collector? Did somebody assume the authority on their own?” Mr.

Yechury asked. He sought a judicial probe, by a sitting judge, into the

circumstances surrounding the incident. He appealed to the government to

withdraw the police personnel deployed in Thoothukudi and also the “false

cases” filed against protesters.

Based on the findings of the inquiry, the Vedanta group should be directed to

pay compensation for the damage caused to agriculture due to the depletion of

groundwater and to people's health due to the contamination of drinking water,

he said.
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Hundreds of mourners on Sunday bade a tearful adieu to J. Snowlin, an 18-

year-old girl who fell to a bullet during an anti-Sterlite agitation in Thoothukudi

on May 22. She was the youngest victim of the police firing.

Residents gathered in large numbers outside her house at Mini Sahayapuram in

Lions Town, where her mortal remains were kept.

After a re-postmortem, Snowlin’s body was handed over to her family on

Sunday morning. Clergies were among the mourners who prayed for the
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departed soul to rest in peace.

Parishioners of the Sahaya Matha Church in Lions Town offered prayers,

which began at 11 a.m., sources said. Subsequently, the body was taken in

procession along George Road.

People of all faiths lined up on George Road and offered floral tributes. Pots

of water were kept alongside the road to quench the thirst of mourners. Wall

posters mourning Snowlin’s death were seen at several locations in the town.

Her mortal remains were buried in a graveyard on George Road, sources said.

People of all faiths lined up on George Road and offered floral tributes
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A five-member team from the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)

on Sunday launched a preliminary investigation into the violence that marred

the anti-Sterlite agitation on May 22.

The team, comprising Vipul Pritto Prasad, Rajvir Singh, Nithin Kumar, Arun

Thiyaki and Lal Bahar, held inquiries with the kin of the victims.

As part of the investigation, the team inquired about the cause of the deaths

and whether compensation had been provided to the affected families. Of

those who were summoned for the probe, 13 members of the victims’ families

extended their cooperation, sources said.
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People’s inquest sees more flaws
TNN | Jun 4, 2018, 12.24 PM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: Besides the manner in which the police fired at the anti-Sterlite protesters in Tuticorin on May 22 and 23, the

Coordinating Committee for People’s Inquest has found fault with the entire issue from the clamping of the prohobitory orders

under Section 144 of the CrPC in select areas in the city on May 21.

Former judges and senior bureaucrats under the Coordinating Committee for People’s Inquest have conducted a fact finding

study into police firing. Former chief secretary of Haryana M G Devasahayam, who is one of the members of the team, said that

he is yet to get a copy of the 144 order. "I suspect the entire incident involve a massive conspiracy. A 144 order should be

properly communicated to the people and people should not have been allowed to gather. It has been conspired step by step

till it ended with the brutal killings," he said when the team presented its initial findings here on Sunday. 

Pointing at various flaws, former additional chief secretary Christudoss Gandhi alleged that weapons such as semi-automatic

rifles that are not usually used to control the mob was purposely used in Tuticorin. "They have not been used anywhere in Tamil

Nadu so far," he said.

Former Madras high court judge Hariparanthaman said that there were four spells of police firing and that they were

unnecessary. "Firing took place at the collectorate, outside the collectorate, at Therespuram that is 13km away and at Anna

Nagar the following day (May 23) when the public was unarmed," he said. Stating that the police are the accused in the case he

strongly felt that the probe should be monitored by the high court.

"We cannot rule out infiltration by anti-social elements into the protest," said former director of the national police academy,

Hyderabad, Kamal Kumar while many members of the 23 person committee refused to accept it.
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Henri Tiphagne of People’s Watch, Madurai, said that a detailed report on the inquest will be published in three weeks and the

recommendations will be forwarded to the government.
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NHRC begins inquiry, meets victims, kin
TNN | Jun 4, 2018, 12.33 PM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: Hundreds of people thronged Sahaya Matha Church at Lions

Town in the city on Sunday morning to attend the funeral of J Snowlin, 17,

who was killed in the police firing during the anti-Sterlite protest in

Tuticorin on May 22. Hers was the 7th body to be handed over to the

family after performing re-postmortem as directed by the Madras high

court. The ardent protester suffered a bullet injury in her mouth.

The body was handed over to her family at the Thoothukudi Medical

College and Hospital amidst tight police security, as there have been

allegations that the girl was targeted as she was leading the protest and

raising her voice against the copper plant. The district administration and

the police officials said that they are waiting for the court’s direction (on

June 6) to conduct postmortem on the remaining six bodies.

Meanwhile, the five-member National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) started its formal inquiry by meeting people who were

directly affected by the police firing. Initially the team planned to visit the families of the deceased at their house, but later the

venue was shifted to the Tuticorin Corporation’s north zone office, where the relatives were asked to appear for the inquiry. 

Summonses were sent to the concerned persons through revenue officials from Saturday night. Two of the members, Bhubhul

P Prasad and Rajvir Singh, met people at the zonal office, beginning with Supreme Court lawyer A Rajarajan on whose case

before the Delhi High Court the NHRC team has come to Tuticorin. He gave his statement in writing before putting forward

three requests to them.
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Members of the team then met families of eight of the victims who were killed in the firing. Members of five other families –

Maniraj, Antony Selvaraj, Jayaraman, Gladston and Snowlin – did not turn up for the inquiry till Sunday evening. Meanwhile,

three other members, Nithin Kumar, Arun Tyagi and Lal Bahar, visited the injured at the Thoothukudi Medical College and

Hospital.
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The first Division Bench of Chief Justice Indira Banerjee and Justice P.T.

Asha on Monday wondered how the court could prevent the State government

from handing over the bodies of those who died in the Thoothukudi police

firing to their family members, on the basis of interim orders passed on a

public interest litigation (PIL) petition filed by a group of three lawyers who

were in no way related to the dead.

When the petitioner’s counsel, R. Sankarasubbu, requested the court for early

hearing of the PIL, which was filed during the summer vacation sitting, when

the interim orders were passed by another Division Bench, the Chief Justice

said the police firing was a very tragic incident. However, she wondered how

the court could interfere with the process of handing over the bodies to

victims’ families.

“Those who have lost their relatives would now want to perform the final

rites. Even the poorest of the poor have emotional bonding with their relatives.

The greatest loss is suffered by them. They should come to the court and say

what they want. For you, it is public interest, but for someone who has lost

their near and dear ones, it is an emotional issue. Let the blood relations come

to the court and say whether they want re-postmortem or not,” the Bench

said.

“If the families say [yes], we can order conduct of re-postmortem any number

of times,” the Chief Justice said. Referring to news reports of a person having

approached the court with a plea to hand over the body of his son to him, she

said a court of law could not decline such a request.

Earlier, Government Pleader T.N. Rajagopalan brought to the notice of the

court that initially, a Division Bench had ordered preservation of all 13 bodies

until further orders. Subsequently, another Division Bench, during the vacation

sitting, ordered the handover of seven of the 13 bodies after conducting re-

postmortem.
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Will the govt. act against ‘snipers’, asks Stalin

Replying to DMK working president and Leader of the Opposition M.K. Stalin
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and Congress Legislative Party Leader K.R. Ramasamy in the Assembly, who

during the Zero Hour urged the government to withdraw cases registered

against Sterlite protesters, Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami maintained

on Monday that the State government had only arrested those who indulged in

violence and not the general public.

He also indicated that his government would act tough on “miscreants and

anti-social elements” who attacked (the police and damaged public property)

with petrol bombs and wooden logs.

“They were attacking cars with petrol bombs. They were attacking with

wooden logs. They were destroying public property. Are they the general

public who took part in protests? There were miscreants and anti-social

elements,” Mr. Palaniswami argued.

“Those indulging in violence, anti-social elements and miscreants should not

be encouraged by any government,” the Chief Minister said and contended

that they would become a major threat in the future. There was photographic

evidence to prove that these people had indulged in violence, the Chief

Minister said.

Those with knowledge about the protests in Thoothukudi on May 22 were

welcome to submit their inputs to the Justice Aruna Jagadeesan Commission

of Inquiry, he said and added that the government would take action based on

the findings of the panel.

However, Mr. Stalin sought to know whether the State government would

take action against police personnel in plainclothes, who were seen in

photographs aiming at protesters and shooting at them.

Solatium announced

Meanwhile, in an official release, the Chief Minister announced a solatium of

Rs. 10 lakh to the family of a woman who died of burn injuries after a State-

run bus was torched by anti-social elements in Thoothukudi district in

connection with the anti-Sterlite protests.

Valliammal suffered burn injuries when miscreants torched a Tirunelveli-

bound bus at Karungulam near Srivaikundam on May 25. She eventually died

on May 31.
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The team meets the families of Antony Selvaraj, Gladson and Snowlin

A five-member team of National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) here on

Monday continued to probe into the firing incident in Thoothukudi.

The investigations into the riot, which occurred during the anti-Sterlite

agitation in Thoothukudi on May 22, reached its second day. The riot left 13

dead and several others who took part in the agitation were injured. The

violence that ravaged Thoothukudi caused damage to over 60 vehicles, mostly

on the premises of Collectorate.

The team comprising Vipul Pritto Prasad, Rajvir Singh, Nithin Kumar, Arun

Thiyaki and Lal Bahar conducted the inquiry with relatives of families of

victims in the riot, sources said.

After conducting preliminary inquiries, the team met the bereaved families of

Antony Selvaraj, Gladson and Snowlin, who were killed in the riot, as part of

the investigation. Besides, the team held inquiries with police and revenue

officials.
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Blames police for the violence in Kachanatham

Veteran Communist Party of India leader R. Nallakannu on Monday charged

that Rajini Makkal Mandram founder Rajinikanth spoke as Sterlite Copper’s

voice in his recent interview to media after meeting those injured in the anti-

Sterlite protests in Thoothukudi.

Interacting with journalists after visiting Kachanatham village in Sivaganga

district, which witnessed brutal attack on Dalits by a group of caste Hindus

leading to the death of three persons, Mr. Nallakannu said Mr. Rajinikanth had

initially condemned the killing of people in police firing during the protest on

May 22. “However, within a week, his stance changed. When he visited

Thoothukudi, his voice sounded like the voice of Sterlite,” he charged.

Terming the killing of protesters in Thoothukudi the worst atrocity that Tamil
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Nadu had ever seen, he blamed the government and the police, in particular,

for intentionally “murdering” the protesters.

Stating that the administration’s claim that officials in the rank of Deputy

Tahsildars issued the shooting orders was unacceptable, he alleged that the

police were still harassing the protesters by foisting cases and arresting them.

On the attack on Dalits in Kachanatham, he said the police failed to protect the

families despite complaints against a section of caste Hindus. “The men and

women from the oppressed community in the village were doing better

educationally and economically. It appears that a few caste Hindu families

could not tolerate this,” he said. Urging the police and the district

administration to arrest all the accused in the case and ensure punishment for

them in the court swiftly, he said the protection of the oppressed community

in the village must be ensured. “The government must also arrange for all

basic amenities in the village,” he said.
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Kin of woman killed in the incident seek adequate compensation, govt.
job

The family members of Valliammal (68), who succumbed to burn injuries she

sustained when a bus was set on fire allegedly by anti-Sterlite protesters on

May 25, came to the Collectorate here on Monday, demanding stringent

punishment to those who perpetrated the crime.

The family members, including S. Arumugam, the son of the deceased, said

anti-Sterlite protesters intercepted the bus in which Valliammal was travelling

along with her husband P. Sudalai (78) near Karungulam and hurled a petrol

bomb on it.

Mr. Arumugam, a resident of Navaladi Vilai near Meignanapuram, said both

his parents sustained burn injuries in the attack and were admitted to

Tirunelveli Government Medical College Hospital, where Valliammal

succumbed to the burns on May 31.
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Apart from arresting the accused, the State government should give them

adequate compensation and a government job to one member of the family,

he said. A petition to this effect had been submitted to Collector Sandeep

Nanduri, he added.

‘Dismantle Sterlite unit’

Meanwhile, some members of Anti-Sterlite Movement submitted a petition at

the Collectorate demanding dismantling of Sterlite Copper unit and cleaning of

effluents discharged by it. They also said the State government should adopt a

resolution for the permanent closure of the unit in the ongoing Assembly

session.

They further said the government should register a case under Section 302

(murder) of the IPC against those responsible for the killing of 13 protesters in

police firing. Their others demands included construction of a memorial for the

13 victims, a compensation of Rs. 1 crore and a government job each to their

families, and a compensation of Rs. 20 lakh each to those who were injured.

Princeton (22) of Thoothukudi and Vijayakumar (22) of Sathyanagar, who

had their legs amputated due to serious injuries sustained in the police action,

should also be given government jobs, they said, adding the police should stop

conducting searches in houses at some localities, including Threspuram, and

withdraw cases registered against the protesters.
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Commission to receive affidavits from witnesses till June 30
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Justice Aruna Jegadeesan, a retired judge of the Madras High Court, who is

heading the inquiry commission appointed by the State government to probe

the deadly violence that broke out during an anti-Sterlite agitation in

Thoothukudi on May 22, has assured that a fair and thorough probe would be

conducted.

Addressing a press conference at the Collectorate here on Monday, she said

the government had issued the notification for the inquiry commission.

Affidavits from witnesses directly or indirectly connected with the incidents of

violence or irregularities could either be submitted before the inquiry

commission at its camp office at the Old Circuit House in Thoothukudi or at

the main office at NCB-28, Kumarasamy Raja Salai (Greenways Road) in

Chennai.

As per the notification, the last date for submission of affidavits, which should

include necessary details concerning the riot, was June 22. But it has since

been extended till June 30.

Those who submit affidavits have the liberty to decide and inform the

commission whether they wish to be questioned at the camp office in

Thoothukudi or in Chennai. It was important to maintain secrecy to protect

information and safeguard witnesses, Ms. Justice Jagadeesan said.

Further, she said necessary arrangements had been made, and that the public

and the victims of the violence need not hesitate or fear to furnish information

relating to incidents of violence before the commission.

A retired district court judge, a retired senior court official and two officials of

the District Administration have been deputed at the Thoothukudi camp office

to receive affidavits from 10.30 a.m. to 6 p.m., and similar arrangements have

been made at the main office in Chennai. If necessary, notices or summons

would be issued to those who file affidavits before the Commission.

Ms. Justice Jagadeesan said “unedited” video clips recorded by mediapersons

during the riot need to be brought to the attention of the inquiry commission,

either in Thoothukudi or in Chennai, within a week.

Three phases

The inquiry would be carried out in three phases, initially involving people
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affected by the riot, the injured victims in hospital and the relatives of victims

who died of gunshot wounds. Subsequently, inquiries would be held with

eyewitnesses, social activists, those who knew about the incidents indirectly,

mediapersons and the like.

The final phase would involve inquiries with policemen, revenue officials,

doctors who were involved in providing treatment to the victims and carrying

out postmortem examinations, high-ranking police officials, the former

Collector and the former Superintendent of Police.
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Tuticorin MLA blames chief minister for police firing
tnn | Jun 5, 2018, 12.43 AM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: DMK’s Tuticorin MLA P Geetha Jeevan has said that Chief

Minister Edappadi Palaniswami is blaming DMK to escape from the

responsibility of the police firing that claimed the lives of 13 innocent

people during the anti-Sterlite protest in Tuticorin on May 22 and 23. She

strongly criticised the chief minister for stating that he had come to know

about the police firing only after watching television channels.

She attributed poor governance and inability of the administration as

reasons for the anti-Sterlite protest ending up in police firing. It is to cover

such issues the Chief Minister is blaming the DMK, she said. The MLA was

talking to reporters on Monday after distributing gold rings to 10 children

born in the government hospital in Kovilpatti on Sunday, the birthday of

DMK president M Karunanidhi.

Meanwhile, CB-CID personnel have started formal inquiries into the cases pertaining to the riots and police firing. Headed by

CB-CID SP Praveen Kumar Abinav and ADSP Marirajan, five DSPs started probing one case each. DSP Anil Kumar will probe

the SIPCOT police station case. DSPs Kabimullah, Ramesh Babu and Vijayaraghavan will probe the three cases in the South

police station. DSP Saravanan will probe the case registered in the North station.

Members of the National Human Rights Commission continued their probe into the violence for the second day on Monday. The

families of Snowlin, Maniraj, Gladston, Shanmugam and Jayaraman, who were killed in the police firing, were summoned for

inquiry. One of the teams also visited their houses and conducted inquiries. Nine revenue officials, including deputy Tahsildars

who are said to have given the firing order, were also summoned.
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The NHRC team also summoned Sterlite officials and the residents of its quarters who were affected during the riots. Another

team visited Thoothukudi Government Medical College and Hospital and met the injured persons whom they could not meet on

Sunday. The five-member team will continue inquiries in Tuticorin till Thursday.
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Panel begins probe into Tuticorin incidents
tnn | Jun 5, 2018, 12.41 AM IST

Printed from

Tuticorin: Retired high court judge Aruna Jagadeesan, appointed by the state government as the commission to probe the

police firing and killing of 13 people during the anti-Sterlite protest on May 22 in Tuticorin, visited the city on Monday to begin

preliminary inquiries. She assured secrecy on the identity of those testifying before the commission and a fair probe to ensure

that justice was not denied.

She told reporters that the deadline for submitting written affidavits on the incident had been extended from June 22 to June

30. “Affidavits can be submitted at the head office of the commission on Greenways Road, Kumarasamy Raja Road, NCB 28, or

the camp office at the Old Circuit House in Tuticorin. The offices would be open from 10.30 am to 6 pm and those feeling

uncomfortable in submitting the affidavits in Tuticorin could do so at Chennai,” she said. 

Four staff members, including a retired district judge and a retired court employee besides two government staff deputed from

the collectorate, would be present at the camp office from Monday. She said that those who had seen the incidents in person,

affected people and their kin and others who had a fair idea on the incidents including those from voluntary organisations could

submit the affidavits.

She said that they had received no affidavits till date and those received would be segregated into three phases and the

persons examined individually. “Those injured in the incident, kin of those who got killed and the public will be examined in the

first phase. In the second phase, eyewitnesses, activists, those who know about the incident and journalists will be inquired,”

Aruna Jagadeesan said. In the final phase, the commission would probe the police, those accused of firing at the public, police

officers, those who gave orders, doctors who treated the victims in the government hospital, doctors who conducted autopsy on

the bodies of the victims, the then district collector, N Venkatesh and then superintendent of police P Mahendran. 

The former high court judge said that the commission has asked for unedited videos on the incident from the police and other
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government sources. It had also appealed to journalists to submit unedited videos and photographs they had taken on the

incidents before and during the riots and police firing. “I will be in Tuticorin for three to four days every week when the probe

commences,” she said.

On reaching Tuticorin in the morning, Jagadeesan chaired a preliminary discussion with district collector Sandeep Nanduri,

inspector general of police for south zone Shailesh Kumar Yadav, deputy inspector general of police for Tirunelveli range Kapil

Kumar Saratkar and Tuticorin district superintendent of police Murali Rambha. She visited the injured persons undergoing

treatment at Thoothukudi medical college and hospital. On Tuesday, the commission will visit places affected by the violence

including the district collectorate, the neighbouring Sterlite employees’ quarters and the VVD signal where the riots began.
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under way

A five-member team of National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)

continued its probe into the police firing here on Tuesday.

Investigation reached its third day.

The riot left 13 dead and several others injured. The riot ravaged Thoothukudi

and caused damage to over 60 vehicles, mostly on the premises of

Collectorate and other parts of the city.

During the investigation, which took off in the west zone building of

Thoothukudi Corporation, the team comprising Vipul Pritto Prasad, Rajvir

Singh, Nithin Kumar, Arun Thiyaki and Lal Bahar conducted inquiries with 31

policemen to know the cause of the riot after summons were issued to them.

Besides, the team continued to inquire Deputy Tahsildar Sekar, who was

alleged to have lodged a complaint with the Sipcot police against protesters and

issued a firing order for the second day. The team also held inquiries with six

doctors from Government Medical College Hospital, sources said.
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Call for probe by sitting judge

CHENNAI,  JUNE 06,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The National Confederation of Human Rights Organisations (NCHRO) has

sought the dissolution of the one-man commission inquiring into the

Thoothukudi firing incident, and has called for a sitting judge to investigate the

case.

“Issues such as the use of snipers, the involvement of mufti police in the

shootings, and the killing of people belonging to a specific community should

be investigated,” the NCHRO said.

When asked about Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami’s statement in the

Assembly last week, which made no mention of the firing incident, Prof. A.

Marx, president, NCHRO, said, “To say that firing didn’t happen is ridiculous.

Even the FIRs say firing happened. There is evidence of bullet injuries.” The

NCHRO visited Thoothukudi on a fact-finding mission and has compiled a

report on the protests.
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STAFF REPORTER

A police team from Tamil Nadu visited Aluva recently in search of a person

who allegedly hurled bombs at the police during the Sterlite protests in

Thoothukudi two weeks ago.

Official sources said the person, identified as Velraj, had been staying at a

hideout in Edayapuram near Aluva and the Tamil Nadu police traced his

location with the help of the Cyber Cell.

“The four-member police team, comprising a sub-inspector from

Thoothukudi, contacted the rural police headquarters and sought our help to

locate Velraj, who had been staying somewhere in Edyappuram. By the time

they reached here, he had moved to some other location in

Thiruvananthapuram district,” said a top officer with the Ernakulam Rural

police.

The incident, according to the police, raises concerns about the possibility of

criminal elements converting the Ernakulam rural district, a hub of inter-State

labourers, into a safe haven.

Left with no other option, the police have now issued directions to the labour

contractors in the region to verify the antecedents of people who they

recommend for employment.
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Blames police for the violence at Kachanatham

Veteran Communist Party of India leader R. Nallakannu on Monday charged

that Rajini Makkal Mandram founder Rajinikanth spoke as Sterlite Copper’s

voice in his recent interview to media after meeting those injured in the anti-

Sterlite protests in Thoothukudi.

Interacting with journalists after visiting Kachanatham village in Sivaganga

district, which witnessed brutal attack on Dalits by a group of caste Hindus

leading to the death of three persons, Mr. Nallakannu said Mr. Rajinikanth had

initially condemned the killing of people in police firing during the protest on

May 22. “However, within a week, his stance changed. When he visited
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Thoothukudi, his voice sounded like the voice of Sterlite,” he charged.

Terming the killing of protesters in Thoothukudi the worst atrocity that Tamil

Nadu had ever seen, he blamed the government and the police, in particular,

for intentionally “murdering” the protesters.

Stating that the administration’s claim that officials in the rank of Deputy

Tahsildars issued the shooting orders was unacceptable, he alleged that the

police were still harassing the protesters by foisting cases and arresting them.

On the attack on Dalits in Kachanatham, he said the police failed to protect the

families despite complaints against a section of caste Hindus. “The men and

women from the oppressed community in the village were doing better

educationally and economically. It appears that a few caste Hindu families

could not tolerate this,” he said. Urging the police and the district

administration to arrest all the accused in the case and ensure punishment for

them in the court swiftly, he said the protection of the oppressed community

in the village must be ensured. “The government must also arrange for all

basic amenities in the village,” he said.
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Justice Aruna Jegadeesan, the retired Madras High Court judge heading a

Commission of Inquiry into the Thoothukudi violence and police firing, on

Tuesday met bereaved family members of victims, who were killed during the

anti-Sterlite agitation and interacted with them.

The Commission launched its preliminary inquiry since Monday after Justice

Aruna Jegadeesan initially met the injured, who are being treated in

Thoothukudi Government Medical College Hospital.
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Subsequently, she got access to houses of Kandaiya, Ceylon Colony, Ranjith

Kumar of Pushpa Nagar and Shanmugam of Masilamanipuram - who were

killed in the riot, and held inquiries. The Commission met rest of the families

of deceased victims on Tuesday and inquired about the cause of death,

sources said.

During her brief stay in their houses, she asked the family members and

relatives not to be apprehensive of filing affidavits and sharing facts about

what had happened and affected them.

Investigators would talk to more witnesses and people need not hesitate to

offer witnesses through affidavits, which could be received till June 30. As of

now, the camp office, to receive affidavits from witnesses, is getting ready at

the old circuit house in Thoothukudi. The officials concerned had been

instructed to expedite the work.

Later, she went to Threspuram, a coastal hamlet, and held inquiries with

residents for about 20 minutes. She requested the electronic media to keep off

the locality so as to maintain secrecy of information.

According to sources from Government Hospital here, 31 persons, who

sustained injuries in the riot, are under treatment and 17 other injured victims

were discharged from the hospital on Tuesday. Sources from Department of

Revenue said compensation of Rs. 20 lakh to each of the eight deceased

victims had so far been given to their families and efforts were on to offer

compensation to other victims.
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NHRC team questions former Tuticorin collector at
airport
TNN | Jun 6, 2018, 01.35 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: Former Tuticorin district collector N Venkatesh appeared

before the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) at the Madurai

airport on Tuesday. Venkatesh had held office during the police shooting

that took place in Tuticorin on May 22. 

The NHRC team has been in Tuticorin for the past four days and have

been conducting an investigation by meeting officials, including current

Tuticorin collector Sandeep Nanduri, higher police officials and also the

family members of victims and patients, who are undergoing treatment at

the Tuticorin government hospital.  

Venkatesh was transferred a day after the shooting incident and was

replaced by Sandeep Nanduri. Leaders of political parties have been

demanding action against Venkatesh and the then superintendent of police S Mahendran, who was also transferred.

On Tuesday, the NHRC members led by Bhubhul P Prasad, Rajvir Singh, Nithin Kumar, Arun Tyagi and Lal Bahar met the former

collector at a room in the Madurai airport. Inquiries went for about an hour from 11 am onwards. DIG (Madurai range) Pradeep

Kumar was also summoned to the airport and questioned by the team.  

Meanwhile, the one man commission, retired Judge Aruna Jagadeesan carried out her second day of inquiries with the family

members of the shooting victims- Karthik, Maniraj and Snowlin. She later conducted a field visit to the sites where violence

occurred, including the Tuticorin district collectorate and Sterlite staff quarters.
All cases registered in connection with the anti-Sterlite protest violence have been transferred to the five teams led by CB-CID

DSPs. They are to investigate the cases which took places in five different places in the district
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Only one body is yet to be handed over to the relatives

Postmortem examination was conducted on the bodies of six of the victims of

the deadly violence that occurred during an anti-Sterlite rally on May 22, at

Thoothukudi Government Medical College Hospital here on Wednesday.

Police personnel were deployed in the vicinity of the hospital ahead of the

arrival of a team of doctors, who performed the postmortem in the presence

of Vinod Chaudhari, Associate Professor, Forensic Medicine and Toxicology,

JIPMER, Puducherry.

Tahsildar Sivakami said the postmortem examination was carried out, in

accordance with the directives of the Madras High Court, on the bodies of S.

Maniraj, 34, B. Ranjith Kumar, 23, K. Gladstone, 42, Janci, 45, N.
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Jeyaraman, 42, and Antony Selvaraj, 46. Following the procedure, five bodies

were handed over to the relatives concerned for the performing of last rites.

The body of Antony Selvaraj was yet to be handed over to his relatives, the

Tahsildar said.

A re-postmortem examination was carried out on seven bodies a few days ago.

Compensation

The Tahsildar said Rs. 20 lakh was given as compensation to the kin of each

of the deceased victims, adding that the injured were also given relief as

stipulated by the State government. Sources from the GH said that currently,

31 victims who were injured in the violence were undergoing treatment there.

Meanwhile, the Inquiry Commission led by retired Madras High Court judge

Justice Aruna Jegadeesan, carried out inspections at riot-hit localities in Anna

Nagar, and later in the day, the head of the commission met the bereaved

family of Tamilarasan, who was killed in the violence. At the same time, a

five-member team from the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)

continued its probe for the fourth consecutive day at the West Zone building

of Thoothukudi Corporation.
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‘Relief order passed without serving notice to prosecution’

The State government filed a petition before the Madurai Bench of the Madras

High Court on Wednesday, seeking the cancellation of the bail granted by a

vacation sessions court to at least 65 persons involved in the Thoothukudi

agitations.

The State, in its petition, said that on May 22, when policemen were returning

to the police station after attending a court hearing, their van was attacked by a

mob. The police were indiscriminately attacked and suffered injuries as a

result.

As many as 65 persons were arrested on May 23 and cases were booked

against them under Section 147 (Punishment for rioting), Section 148 (Rioting,

armed with deadly weapon), Section 324 (voluntarily causing hurt by
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dangerous weapons or means), Section 341 (Punishment for wrongful

restraint) and Section 435 (Mischief by fire or explosive substance with intent

to cause damage) of the Indian Penal Code and Section 3 of the Tamil Nadu

Public Property (Prevention of Damage and Loss) Act, 1992.

The accused were remanded in judicial custody on May 24. However, the

accused moved the vacation sessions court on the very same day. The court

granted them bail on a bond of Rs. 10,000. However, no notice was served to

the prosecution in the case. This could prejudice the law and order situation in

the region, the State said.

The State sought the quashing of the bail granted to the 65 persons, stating

that by not serving notice to the prosecution, it was denied a chance to offer

an explanation in the case. Taking up the petition for hearing, Justice

G.R.Swaminathan directed notice to the 65 persons who allegedly attacked the

police and adjourned the case for further hearing.
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Anti-Sterlite protests: Cops told not to arrest lawyers
TNN | Jun 8, 2018, 12.47 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: The Madurai bench of the Madras high court has directed

police to refrain from arresting two advocates accused by the police of

engineering the protests against Sterlite in Tuticorin. Justice GR

Swaminathan before whom the anticipatory bail plea of the advocates

came up on Thursday adjourned the hearing to June 14. 

Police have registered more than 10 cases against the advocates - S

Vanchinathan of Madurai and Hari Raghavan of Tuticorin, alleging that the

duo played a major role in engineering the protests. Both the advocates

are functionaries of an outfit - Makkal Urimai Paadhugaapu Maiyam.

Tuticorin police had booked cases under various sections of IPC including

506 (2) (Criminal intimidation), 353 (assault or criminal force to deter public

servant from discharging duty) and Section 3 of the Tamil Nadu Property

(prevention of damages and loss) act. While Hari Raghavan practices before the district court in Tuticorin, Vanchinathan is an

advocate at the Madurai bench.

The counsel for the advocates contended that both of them were in the riot-hit coastal town only to provide legal assistance and

advice to the anti-Sterlite people federation and sought anticipatory bail. Further, in the bail petition, they said that they were in

no way connected to the violent actions as mentioned in the FIR and submitted that police acted to stifle their voices.

Additional advocate general, K Chellapandian, representing the state expressed strong opposition to the bail petition and argued

that both of them engineered the violent protests.

Directing the state counsel to submit material evidence of the duo engineering the violence, the court adjourned the petition

and directed the authorities to not arrest the advocates until then.

501

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/


7/10/2018 Advocates condemn state’s handling of anti-Sterlite protests - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/advocates-condemn-states-handling-of-anti-sterlite-protests/articleshowprint/64500518.cms 1/2

Advocates condemn state’s handling of anti-Sterlite
protests
TNN | Jun 8, 2018, 12.40 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: Members of the Madurai Bench High Court Advocates Association (MBHAA) staged a protest outside the Madurai

bench campus on Thursday condemning the state’s handling of the anti-Sterlite protesters. Around 40 advocates including

president of MBHAA, A John Vincent gathered outside the court premises around 10am and raised slogans condemning the

government.

The advocates said that the state’s move to appoint a one-woman inquiry commission by retired high court judge Aruna

Jagadeesan to probe the events that led to police firing in which 13 people were killed is to divert the attention from the state’s

shortcomings. 

“Revoke the commission. It is unnecessary as the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is already conducting an inquiry,”

Vincent said.

Refusing to buy the state’s version that three deputy tahsildars ordered the police firing, the advocates said that they would

battle it out to find out who ordered the firing. 

The advocates also demanded that petitions filed before the Madurai bench concerning the Sterlite issue should not be

transferred to the principal seat in Chennai.

Though the gathering was to condemn the state’s actions, the lawyers shared words of praise for the magistrates and advocates

in Tuticoirn who worked tirelessly after the firing incident and rendered legal aid to the victims.
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Sterlite row: Post-police firing transfer of officials
continues in Tuticorin
TNN | Jun 9, 2018, 11.12 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: The transfer of officials, who were held directly and indirectly

responsible for the police firing at the mob during the anti-Sterlite protests

in Tuticorin city on May 22 and 23, continues more than two weeks after

the incident. Firing by the police claimed 13 lives while the police assault

and riots left more than 150 persons injured.

On Friday district collector Sandeep Nanduri ordered transfer of two

officers in the rank of zonal deputy tahsildars within the district. Their

transfer is among the six other transfers issued in the same order that day.

M Kannan, zonal deputy tahsildar of Tuticorin, was transferred as the zonal

deputy tahsildar of Kayathar. 

P Sekar, the deputy tahsildar (election) in Tuticorin, has been transferred as

the zonal deputy tahsildar of Srivaikuntam. On Wednesday, zonal excise officer S Chandran (divisional excise officer) was

transferred and posted as special tahsildar for city tax collection. His transfer was among the three such transfers ordered in the

district that day.

According to the FIRs registered by the Tuticorin district police, firing began after the mob turned violent on May 22 and 23

based on the directions of the three officers mentioned. The FIR stated that Sekar ordered firing at the collectorate on May 22

morning, while Kannan ordered the firing at Therespuram the same evening. 

Chandran ordered the firing at Anna Nagar the following day. Revenue officials said these officials were not targeted in the
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transfers and they didn’t find fault with it.

Transfer of officials involved in the incident began with then district collector N Venkatesh and then superintendent of police P

Mahendran being shunted out on May 24. A few days later, Hariharan, the inspector of SIPCOT police station that has

jurisdiction over the collectorate where the firing began, was transferred.

505



7/10/2018 PIL seeks to preserve guns, bullets used in Tuticorin firing - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/pil-seeks-to-preserve-guns-bullets-used-in-tuticorin-firing/articleshowprint/64514481.cms 1/1

PIL seeks to preserve guns, bullets used in Tuticorin
firing
TNN | Jun 9, 2018, 12.40 AM IST

Printed from

Madurai: A Tuticorin resident on Friday approached the Madurai bench of the Madras high court urging the court to issue

directions to preserve the weapons and bullets used in the police firing in Tuticorin during the anti-Sterlite protests. The first

bench comprising C T Selvam and A M Basheer Ahmed allowed the public interest litigation (PIL) and directed it to be listed with

other petitions on the Sterlite issue.

Thirteen people were killed in police firing and more than a hundred injured when protests against the Sterlite plant turned

violent on May 22 and May 23. Stating that the investigation by the state’s CB-CID is nothing but an eyewash. the petitioner,

Henry Thomas, 54, also wanted the investigation in the case to be shifted to the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to ensure a

non-partisan probe. 

It was essential, the petitioner contended, that the state should abide by a 2014 Supreme Court judgement in which guidelines

were framed to be followed whenever a police encounter took place. “The police has to recover and preserve blood-stained

earth, hair, fibres and ensure that intact fingerprints of deceased are sent for chemical analysis. The police officers concerned

must surrender weapons for forensic and ballistic analysis,” the PIL stated quoting from the SC guidelines.

The Madurai bench had already stated that it will not rush at anything and wait for the outcome of the petitions filed on the issue

pending before the first bench of the Madras high court.
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TAMIL NADU

Anti-Sterlite protesters held

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 11,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Nine persons, who were reportedly anti-Sterlite protesters, were picked up for

interrogation here on Sunday. Esakkidurai, a cadre of Naam Tamilar Katchi,

Mahesh of A. Kumareddiyapuram, and Pandi of Pandarampatti were named

among those held.

They were accused of instigating people to lodge protests against the

company. In the aftermath of the recent police firing, which left 13 dead and

several others injured, on May 22 in Thoothukudi, 243 cases were filed

against rioters. Among the injured, 102 were rioters and 99 were police

personnel, sources said.
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Tuticorin 'fire-fighters' get rewarded with plum posts
TNN | Jun 10, 2018, 09.29 AM IST

Printed from

CHENNAI: IPS officers, K P Shanmugarajeshwaran and Davidson S

Devasirvatham, who played a pivotal role as pacifiers to bring back

normalcy in Tuticorin in the aftermath of the police firing in the port city on

May 22, have been transferred and given plum posts in southern Tamil

Nadu. 

IGP Devasirvatham has been posted as the new police commissioner of

Madurai city, while Shanmugarajeshwaran was posted as the south zone

IGP replacing Saileshkumar Yadav, who has been posted as the IGP of

armed reserve in Chennai.

Maheshkumar Agarwal has been posted as the IGP in CB-CID, while S

Manoharan, who worked as special security group officer, has been

promoted as IGP and posted as Tirupur city police commissioner. IGP P Nagarajan has been posted as the IGP training in Ashok

Nagar.

Deputy inspector general of police J Bhaskaran has been promoted as IGP and posted as the IGP operations in Chennai. IGP S

N Seshasai has been posted as IGP welfare in the DGP office, IGP N Baskaran has been posted as the IGP of the Tamil Nadu

Police Academy in Oonamanchery, DIG of police Dr Mahender Kumar Rathod has been posted as the Tirunelveli city police

commissioner, while DIG of police of training has been posted as the DIG technical services. 

Soon after the police firing escalated and spread across all the other parts of the state, and police personnel searched for key

suspects including the members of Makkal Athigaram and few lawyers who mobilised protesters from other cities in the state.
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The state government sent three IGPs to bring back normalcy in the city. IGPs Devasirvatham (police welfare department), S

Varadharaju (central zone) and Rajeshwaran (police training college in Ashok Nagar) were assigned to handle law and order,

chase the suspects behind the protests and conduct peace committee meetings with the villagers. A senior police officer said

the three police officers maanaged to bring the situation under control and prevented the protests from spreading across the

state.
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TAMIL NADU

New job website for Sterlite workers

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 12,  2018 00:00 IST

Hari Prasad A. R.

Thoothukudi Collector Sandeep Nanduri on Monday said that a website would

be created to provide alternative employment for workers hit by the closure of

the Sterlite Copper plant.

The website would serve as a meeting point for employers and job-seekers.

“We are in talks with companies in Thoothukudi to help with their

employment. We’ll try to match requirement of the companies depending on

the workers’ skills and educational qualifications,” said Mr. Nanduri.

The Collector said that a counselling camp for those who were affected by the

May 22 violence during the anti-Sterlite protests has been opened at the

Threspuram Primary Health Centre.

The death certificates and a solatium amount of Rs. 20 lakh have been given

to the families of 13 people, who died during the May 22 protests, the

Collector said. Job recommendations for those who suffered permanent

disability would be made to the State government after medical certificates are

obtained, he added.
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Six Tuticorin protesters booked under NSA
TNN | Jun 12, 2018, 12.30 AM IST

Printed from

Six people, who were arrested in connection with the violence during the

anti-Sterlite protests in Tuticorin, have been detained under the National

Security Act on the orders of home secretary Dr Niranjan Mardi.

Collector Sandeep Nanduri and superintendent of police Murali Ramba

had recommended to the home secretary to detain Kaleel Rahuman, 47, of

Melapalayam, his sons Mohamed Irshad, 21, and Mohamed Yunus,22,

Kottaiyan, 36, of Usilampatti in Madurai, Saravanan, 29, and Velmurugan,

26, of Kovilpatti in Tuticorin, under the NSA. They are lodged at the

Palayamkottai central prison.

The police had arrested several people in connection with incidents of violence including burning of vehicles on the Tuticorin

collectorate campus, stone-pelting and damaging of public property. Thirteen people had died in the police firing during the anti-

Sterlite protests in Tuticorin on May 22. Sandeep Nanduri told reporters on Monday many people had been attending the

Monday grievance day meet which was an indication of normalcy being restored in the district.

The collector said 13 tahsildars had been entrusted with the work of helping families of the 13 shooting victims without any delay.

A list had been prepared and sent to the government for providing a government job each for the next of kin of the thirteen

victims.

He also said steps were being taken to help those who were injured. He added the police were not harassing anybody and only
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those who indulged in violence had been arrested and among them six had been detained under the National Security Act. He

said areas around the Sterlite plant would be developed with basic amenities and money from the interest on the fine amount of

100 crore given by Sterlite would be utilised for the same.
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‘State-sponsored atrocity’

COIMBAT ORE,  JUNE 13,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

The death of 13 persons in the violence that erupted in Thoothukudi on May

22 and 23 was nothing short of state-sponsored atrocity, national secretary of

the Communist Party of India D. Raja said here on Tuesday.

He accused the State government of failing to protect the people.

The government and the police had treated the Thoothukudi people as

subjects and not citizens. The talk of anti-social elements infiltrating the

protest was absurd and insensitive considering the death of 13 persons.

The Tamil Nadu Police had failed in crowd management and resorted to firing

on protesters without first using water canons or tear gas shells, he alleged and

said that to accuse people for the violence was unacceptable.

Mr. Raja also criticised the State government’s delayed action against Sterlite

industries.
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TAMIL NADU

HC rejects plea to book Rajini

CHENNAI,  JUNE 14,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The Madras High Court on Wednesday refused to issue a direction to the

Krishnagiri police to register a First Information Report against actor

Rajinikanth for having claimed that violence by anti-social elements was what

drove the police to open fire against the protesters in Thoothukudi last month,

leading to the death of 13 people.

Justice P.N. Prakash followed the usual orders passed by him in such petitions

and held that the petitioner must have exhausted all other sources of remedies,

such as approaching the higher officials in the police department and filing a

private complaint before the jurisdictional judicial magistrate concerned, before

moving a direction petition in the High Court.

The present petition was filed by D. Silambarasan of Hosur in Krishnagiri

district, who claimed that the actor had belittled the anti-Sterlite protests by

claiming that the anti-social elements were responsible for the deaths.
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Advance bail plea of advocates adjourned

MADURAI,  JUNE 15,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

The anticipatory bail plea of two advocates, S. Vanchinathan and K.

Hariragavan, who participated in the anti-Sterlite agitation in Thoothukudi, has

been adjourned by Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court on Thursday.

Justice G.R. Swaminathan adjourned the case to June 18 for further hearing.

The court said that the earlier direction to the authorities not to initiate any

action against the petitioners would continue till further orders.

The advocates said that they had been booked under Sections 147

(punishment for rioting), 148 (rioting, armed with deadly weapon), 188

(disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant), 353 (assault or

criminal force to deter public servant from discharge of his duty) and 506

(punishment for criminal intimidation) of the Indian Penal Code and Section 3

of the Tamil Nadu Public Property (Prevention of Damage and Loss) Act,

1992.

The advocates claimed that they had peacefully protested seeking closure of

the plant and were not involved in any kind of violence during the protest.

They said that they also rendered legal service to those who were in need.

However, the police abused their power and registered several cases against

them. They said that the allegations charged against them were not true.
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‘False cases are being foisted’

Makkal Athikaram, a leftist organisation, on Thursday filed a public interest

litigation petition before Madurai Bench of Madras High Court, seeking

restraint against the Thoothukudi police from continuing the arrests of anti-

Sterlite protesters and investigation in the case.

The petitioner, K. Kaliappan of Thanjavur, its State treasurer, said the

unwarranted shooting by the police against the unarmed protesters had left at

least 13 dead and many were injured. None of the organisations participating

in the protests had resorted to violence and the agitation was largely peaceful,

before the police opened fire, he said.

The police were continuing the crackdown against the protesters.

False cases had been foisted against the innocent, people were being taken into

illegal custody and there was a continued surveillance in Thoothukudi district,

he said.

Makkal Athikaram members, who actively participated in the protests, were

targeted and remanded even though they never indulged in any violence.

There was no prima facie case made out from the FIR registered against the

members. The case should be investigated by a Special Investigation Team

(SIT) led by a competitive officer not below the rank of DIG, the petitioner

said.

Senior Counsel M. Ajmal Khan, representing the petitioner, said that as many

as 243 cases were registered against the public and they were being remanded

indiscriminately. Even though the case was transferred to CB-CID, the

Thoothukudi police were still continuing with the illegal detentions. He said

that the police should stop the detentions immediately.

Taking up the plea for hearing, a Division Bench of Justices C.T. Selvam and

A.M. Basheer Ahamed adjourned the case to June 18.
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HC bench adjourns hearing on bail plea of 2 advocates
TNN | Jun 15, 2018, 01.11 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: The Madurai bench of the Madras high court on Thursday

adjourned hearing on the anticipatory bail petition of two advocates who

were booked by the police for allegedly engineering the protests in

Tuticorin. When the bail petition came up for hearing last week, justice GR

Swaminathan had restrained the police from arresting the two advocates.

Meanwhile, on Thursday, when the bail plea came up for hearing, the

judge adjourned it to Monday (June 18). Police have been directed to

restrain from arresting the two lawyers until then. S Vanchinathan of

Madurai and Hari Raghavan of Tuticorin - both advocates are among those

booked by the police in connection with the protests against Sterlite plant

in Tuticorin. While Vanchinathan practices before the Madurai bench of the Madras high court, Raghavan is an advocate at the

district court in Tuticorin. 

Tuticorin police had booked cases under various Sections of the IPC including 506 (2) (Criminal intimidation), 353 (assault or

criminal force to deter public servant from discharging duty) and Section 3 of the Tamil Nadu Property (prevention of damages

and loss) Act.

According to their bail petition, they were in the riot-hit coastal town only to provide legal assistance and advise to the anti-

Sterlite people’s federation. Further, they said that they were in no way connected to the violent actions as mentioned in the FIR

and submitted that police acted to stifle their voices.
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Makkal Adhigaram moves HC to halt arrests in Tuticorin
TNN | Jun 15, 2018, 01.12 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: Two days after six functionaries of Makkal Adhigaram were

detained by the Tuticorin police under the National Security Act (NSA), the

outfit has moved the Madurai bench of the Madras high court, requesting

the court to pass an interim injunction restraining the police from further

arrests. The six were detained for allegedly instigating and engineering the

violent protests in the coastal town on May 22 and 23.

The petition was filed by treasurer of the outfit, K Kaliyappan, 67, of

Thanjavur, who also sought a court direction to constitute a special

investigation team (SIT) led by a police officer not below the rank of a

deputy inspector general to investigate the cases relating to the events

that unfolded at Tuticorin.

Kaliyappan, in his petition stated that he retired as a general manager of a bank and that his outfit is only a people participation

organisation to educate and empower the people on issues. The petition stated that apart from filing several false cases against

the protesters, police have also taken several people into illegal custody. “With an intention to create panic among our members

and public in Tuticorin, police have resorted to illegal surveillance at the residences of people and members of my organisation,”

the petition stated. It further added that this illegal surveillance is being carried out in various districts of southern Tamil Nadu. 

The petition also questioned as to why members of their outfit were targeted when several thousands of people had participated

in the protest. This surveillance, the petitioner said has created panic in the minds of their family members including children.

Stating that the members of the outfit are ready to appear before the court of law or before the commission appointed by the

state for lawful inquiry, the petition sought the court to pass an interim direction to direct the Tuticorin SP to produce the video

clippings of the events before the court.
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TAMIL NADU

NGO slams action against anti-Sterlite protesters

JUNE 16,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Questions how people could be booked under the National Security Act
in connection with the anti-Sterlite agitation

“The people of Thoothukudi are being suppressed and illegally detained by the

police so that the truth doesn’t come out. How could people be booked under

the National Security Act? Was the protest a threat to the nation?” asked

Henri Tiphagne, Executive Director of the NGO People’s Watch, here on

Friday.

Addressing a press conference, he condemned the “illegal detentions” in

Thoothukudi in the wake of the anti-Sterlite agitation and the alleged

crackdown by the police on innocent people, which he said was still

continuing.

Mr. Tiphagne alleged that people were being illegally detained so that they

wouldn’t testify against the police.

“Many FIRs were registered against political leaders. Why have they not been

arrested? Where is the equality before law?” he asked. He noted that the

Supreme Court, in the Arnesh Kumar case, had held that authorising detention

without recording the reasons for the same would attract departmental action.

He said that so far, the original Section 144 CrPC order (prohibitory order)

imposed in Thoothukudi had not been made public. The inquiry commission

headed by Aruna Jagadeesan should make it public, he said, adding that he

was yet to receive a reply on an RTI application he had filed on the matter.

He said that following the imposition of Section 144, preventive arrests could

have been made, but weren’t made.

The imposition of Section 144 was more to do with private security, he said,

in an apparent reference to the Vedanta Group, which owns Sterlite Copper.
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Taking a swipe at the political leaders who visited the victims of the violence

in Thoothukudi, he said all they did was fly in, visit the hospital, speak to a

few patients and fly out. “They have not addressed the real issue,” he said.
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False cases aimed at silencing oppressed voices of
Tuticorin
tnn | Jun 16, 2018, 12.58 AM IST

Printed from

Madurai: The arrests, illegal detentions, and tortures by the police and detentions under the National Security Act (NSA) going in

full swing in Tuticorin are aimed at threatening and silencing the voices of the people of Tuticorin, said Henri Tiphagne of

People’s Watch, an NGO that has been following the post-riot and police firing that claimed 13 lives in that coastal district on May

22.

“The police waited for the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) and one

member commission appointed by the government to probe the riots and police firing to leave the district. Once they left the

police has started mass illegal detentions, registering of cases and torturing them. More than 200 cases have been registered

against thousands of persons,” he claimed. 

According to Henri, more than 800 persons were illegally detained and most of them were released after a couple of days of

torture. “The armed reserve in Millerpuram is one of the mass illegal detention centres,” he said. He also questioned why not

even cases were registered by the police against the men in khaki who killed the protesters and the public and also brutally

assaulted them during the Tuticorin violence. 

Quoting senior police officers saying that they have been arresting the rioters based on the CCTV footages and pictures they

have obtained, he came down heavily on the police for circulating such videos and trying to silence the videos of police

atrocities against the common man.

Stating that M K Stalin, Vaiko, and Seeman are among over a dozen political leaders who have been booked under sections 143,

188 and 153(A) of the Indian Penal Code, he questioned the police for not arresting them but for detaining the common man of

Tuticorin who have been booked under the same sections. 
539

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/


7/10/2018 False cases aimed at silencing oppressed voices of Tuticorin - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/false-cases-aimed-at-silencing-oppressed-voices-of-tuticorin/articleshowprint/64608409.cms 2/2

About the people’s inquest they conducted in Tuticorin, he said that they would release a 1,000 page report on the turn of

incidents that will also have the first account of 250 people who were affected by the riots. “It will be released in a week along

with videos collected on the turn of events that will be self-explanatory,” he said and recalled difficulty in collecting details from

the people, who feared torture by the police.

The report will also be handed over to the NHRC with a hope that the victims will get justice, he added.
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No harassment, detentions only based on evidence,
says SP

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 17,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

‘243 cases filed in connection with anti-Sterlite violence’

Amid allegations that the police were conducting midnight search operations to

arrest those suspected of involvement in rioting and arson during the anti-

Sterlite protest on May 22 last, Superintendent of Police Murali Ramba

clarified that the law enforcement officials were only arresting those against

whom they had obtained clinching evidence.

Speaking to mediapersons here on Saturday, Mr. Ramba said the police had

registered 243 cases after Rs. 15.67 crore-worth properties, including 331

government-owned properties, were destroyed during the anti-Sterlite protest

that turned violent on May 22. Subsequently, based on the evidence gathered
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during inquiries, they arrested 248 persons.

‘Normalcy restored’

“The police are detaining only those who were involved in rioting and arson,

and have never harassed women and children. Thoothukudi district has

returned to normalcy with the cooperation of the public, for which I thank the

citizens of Thoothukudi,” he said.

He made it clear that those who were spreading rumours and engaging in

malicious campaigns against the police on social media would be taken to task.

Building peace

The SP said the district police, by engaging with residents’ welfare

associations and other organisations, were making sustained efforts to ensure

lasting peace in the coastal town. The police were meeting the residents of

Lions Town, Terespuram, Madathur, Pandaarampatti, Sahayapuram and

other localities regularly to allay their fears. “If the public still have any fears,

they can call me on 99524-23555,” Mr. Ramba said.

Earlier in the day, the Communist Party of India (CPI) submitted a petition to

the SP, demanding a stop to the “midnight arrests” of persons alleged to have

been involved in rioting and arson during the anti-Sterlite protest, which

culminated in the death of 13 persons.

‘Causing panic’

In the petition, party district secretary Azhagumuthu Pandian said 13 persons

lost their lives in the police firing as the anti-Sterlite protest turned violent.

The police, by conducting midnight searches on residences to arrest the

accused in the cases that were registered after the violence, had triggered panic

among women, the petition said.

“Since such search operations will ruin the normalcy that has returned to

Thoothukudi and sow a sense of fear in the minds of women and children,

they should be stopped. Besides withdrawing the cases registered in

connection with the violence, the police should release the persons they have

detained,” said Mr. Azhagumuthu, who was accompanied by veteran CPI

leader R. Nallakannu.
The police are detaining only those who were involved in rioting and arson,

and have never harassed women and children
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Sulphuric acid leak detected at Sterlite

JUNE 18,  2018 00:00 IST

“We are already assisting the local administration to handle the situation and

have offered all support to keep a vigil on the plant and its surroundings. In

fact, anticipating such incidents in the absence of regular maintenance, we

have been requesting the State government to give us limited manpower

access and minimal power supply so that mandatory safety audits at the
smelter can be regularly carried out. That request is still pending...We have

had no access to the plant ever since it was suddenly sealed and locked with

effect from May 28, 2018,” the statement said. The quantity of sulphuric acid

present in the plant was not known.

Under inquiry: CM

Meanwhile, when Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami, who attended a

meeting of the NITI Aayog in New Delhi, was asked by journalists if the

Prime Minister had spoken to him about the Sterlite controversy, he merely

said the issue was under inquiry.

The government had taken all steps to ensure the closure of the Sterlite plant.

He pointed out that the government had suspended electricity supply to the

plant, and it was sealed.
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CBI probe into police firing would have been ideal,
says CJ

CHENNAI,  JUNE 19,  2018 00:00 IST

Mohamed Imranullah S.

Expresses doubt over efficacy of an inquiry by forensic experts

Madras High Court Chief Justice Indira Banerjee on Monday told the counsel

for a public interest litigation petitioner that the latter should have sought a

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) probe into the May 22 and 23 police

firing incidents at Thoothukudi, in which 13 people were killed, instead of

seeking a direction to the State government to constitute a team of forensic

experts to enquire into the issue.

Presiding over the first Division Bench along with Justice P.T. Asha, the Chief

Justice wondered what purpose would be served by constituting a team of

forensic experts. Later, she adjourned the hearing on the petition to July 6

after directing Special Government Pleader E. Manohar to ensure that a

counter-affidavit was filed by then on behalf of the State government. The

petitioner was also given liberty to file a rejoinder before the next hearing.

During the course of the hearing on Monday, the Special Government Pleader

told the Division Bench that the government had already constituted a

commission of inquiry led by Justice Aruna Jagadeesan, a former judge of the

High Court, and therefore, there was no necessity to constitute a team as

prayed for by the litigant, S. Rajanikanth. The petitioner’s counsel argued that

the commission would not help in unravelling the truth.

Apart from a team of forensic experts, the petitioner had sought payment of

compensation of Rs. 1 crore to the families of the victims, suspension of the

police officers involved in the firing, registration of a case of murder against

them and a direction to the government to reveal all official orders that were

passed to quell the protests.
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Govt. panel won’t bring out truth: Medha Patkar

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 19,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Her team of lawyers to assist people in Thoothukudi

Social activist Medha Patkar on Monday said that truth would not come out if

the one-man commission appointed by the State government probes the May

22 anti-Sterlite protests that claimed 13 lives in police firing.

“How will a State government appointee impartially conduct a probe,” asked

Ms. Patkar, who visited families of those who were killed in the violence.

“Most of the government inquiry reports that are submitted to the Assembly
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gather dust,” she said.

Ms. Patkar hoped that the National Human Rights Commission would

investigate the violence properly.

“It was an agitation that was led by the local people which was absolutely

peaceful. What has happened here is absolutely unconstitutional and

unacceptable,” she said.

Ms. Patkar said that there was no instigation for police firing. “Even people

who were simply clicking pictures were fired at,” she alleged.

Recalling her visit here in 1998 to participate in the anti-Sterlite protests, she

said the government in power then was more receptive. “[The then Chief

Minister] Jayalalithaa, although she didn’t meet the protesters… there was

some space for protests.” But under the current government she said that

there’s no space for dissent.

She strongly criticised the late-night arrests following the violence. “The

arrests are completely against the law,” she said.

She said that her team of lawyers and activists would assist the victims in filing

formal complaints against the police firing.

Ms. Patkar visited the Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital where she met

victims recovering from gunshot wounds sustained during the firing. She also

called on the Collector and raised her concerns about the deployment of police

force in the city and the ‘late-night arrests’.
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Why no FIR against police: Brinda
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STAFF REPORTER

Says steps taken by the government should actually mean closure

CPI (M) Polit Bureau member Brinda Karat on Monday asked why even a

single first information report (FIR) had not been filed against police officers

following the firing on anti-Sterlite protesters, in which 13 people died.

Speaking to media persons here after visiting the families of the victims, Ms.

Karat demanded an independent inquiry into the firing under the purview of

the Madras High Court. She also participated in a public meeting convened to

condemn the police firing during the protests.

Although the district administration had earlier denied permission for the

meeting, the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court gave the go-ahead with

a few caveats.

She accused the Narendra Modi government at the Centre of allowing

551

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/why-no-fir-against-police-brinda/article24197610.ece#


6/19/2018 Why no FIR against police: Brinda - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/why-no-fir-against-police-brinda/article24197610.ece 2/2

expansion of Sterlite Copper plant, which had been embroiled in a number of

cases for flouting environmental laws. “Vedanta is a generous donor to the

BJP. This is a direct result of the Modi government’s ‘ease of doing business’

policy and crony capitalism,” she said, and alleged that the approval was given

with disregard to the environmental laws.

Ms. Karat condemned the late-night arrests of protesters and alleged that false

cases were being slapped on many of them. “Why is the National Security Act

being used on the protesters?” she asked, adding: “What the government

wants is to protect the company’s security.”

She said steps should be taken to ensure permanent closure of the plant.

“When a notification is issued by the government for closure, it should mean

closure,” she said. “There should be no loophole to allow the company take

advantage of it later,” she added.

The NDA and the UPA governments at the Centre and the AIADMK

government in the State should be held responsible for the present problem,

she said.

Ms. Karat also urged the government to remove copper slag from the plant.

“During our visit, we found small mounds of copper slag there. If it rains, it

will seep down and pollute groundwater. It is a cause for concern,” she said.

The CPI (M) would collect funds for the welfare of the victims of police

firing, she added.

Earlier, Ms. Karat submitted a representation to Collector Sandeep Nanduri

and met Superintendent of Police Murali Rambha and Inspector General of

Police (South Zone) Shanmuga Rajeswaran.

Why is the National Security Act being used on the protesters?

Brinda Karat

CPI (M) Polit Bureau member
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Evacuation of sulphuric acid begins
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STAFF REPORTER

Company authorities to arrange for the sale of the acid to other plants

Officials started removing sulphuric acid from the Sterlite Copper plant on

Monday after an acid leak was confirmed on Sunday. The removal process is

expected to continue on Tuesday.

Nearly 1000 tonnes of ‘weak’ sulphuric acid is stored in the plant, an official

told The Hindu .

Five tanker lorries have been engaged to transport the acid pumped out of the

storage unit.

Sulphuric acid, one of the by-products in the copper smelter plant, is usually
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sold to other plants. “The acid is useful for a number of other companies, and

it will be sold to them,” Collector Sandeep Nanduri told reporters here.

The Sterlite Copper authorities would arrange for the sale of the acid

recovered from the plant, he added.

The leak was detected during a routine inspection of the plant by security and

police officials. It was confirmed on Sunday evening after a special team of

officials headed by Sub-Collector M.S. Prasanth, including District

Environment Engineer of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board P.S.

Livingston, District Safety Officer and officials from the Inspectorate of

Factories visited the plant
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‘Interest on Sterlite’s deposit for public welfare’
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STAFF REPORTER

Collector Sandeep Nanduri on Monday said that the nearly Rs. 41-crore

interest that has been accrued on a Rs. 100-crore deposit by Sterlite Copper

would soon be fully utilised for the welfare of surrounding villages.

Mr. Nanduri said that an administrative sanction for projects worth Rs. 25

crore had already been done and the projects were nearing completion.

The Supreme Court in 2013 had slapped a penalty of Rs. 100 crore on Sterlite

Copper for flouting the environmental laws. The money was put in a fixed

deposit and the interest was to be used for improving the environmental

conditions in the vicinity of the plant.

RTI query

However, an RTI query filed by environmental activist Nityanand Jayaraman

found that only Rs. 7 crore from the interest has been used for various

projects.
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STAFF REPORTER

Bench asks them not to shy away from police inquiry

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court on Monday dismissed the

anticipatory bail plea of advocates S. Vanchinathan and K. Hariragavan, who

were booked for participating in the anti-Sterlite protest.

Justice G. R. Swaminathan, while dismissing the petitions, said the advocates

should not shy away from police inquiry. The court took cognisance of the

submission that a mob indulged in widespread acts of violence. Not only was

the Collectorate targeted, but the residential blocks of Sterlite employees too

were vandalised, the court said.

The Bench said that it would refrain from going into the firing, but the

violence was to be noted. Though Section 144 CrPC (prohibitory order) was

in place, it was defied.

The petitioners (advocates) had taken the lead role in organising the agitation,

though they could not be blamed for the sporadic incidents of violence, the

court observed. It added that the petitioners could not be fastened for penal

liability on an incident.

Additional Advocate General K. Chellapandian said that prior to the shooting

incident a mob destroyed 200 vehicles and close to 72 policemen were injured.

It was only after this the police resorted to shooting. The agitators knew about

the prohibitory order, which was announced well in advance, he said.

Rebutting the charges, petitioners’ advocates T. Lajapathi Roy and G. Prabhu

Rajadurai said it was only after the police firing that the violence broke out.
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Medha Patkar, Brinda Karat visit victims, slam Centre
and state
TNN | Jun 19, 2018, 12.39 AM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: Activist and founder of the national alliance of people’s movements Medha Patkar and CPM politburo member

Brinda Karat visited Tuticorin on Monday to interact with people injured during the May 22 police firing.  

Patkar said the government is insensitive towards natural resource and right to life issues. She held Sterlite, the state

government and the Union government responsible and called them inhuman, unconstitutional and unacceptable. 

“People have now realised that the present state government is absolutely insensitive towards natural resource and the right to

life issues. Here the culprits should be punished with all possible deterrent action,” she said.

The activist also came down heavily on the BJP government at the Centre. She said the Centre has been diluting all the laws,

regulations and orders that were previously passed. She said that since the BJP government came to power in May 2014 they

have permitted establishing large industries and complexes with negative environmental impacts. In the Tuticorin Government

Medical College Hospital she interacted with a few persons who were injured in the police firing. 

One of them was 23-year-old Princeton of Millerpuram whose right leg has been amputated from the thigh following a bullet

injury in the vein. She also consoled families of those killed in the police firing.

Meanwhile, Brinda Karat said that all NSA detentions and cases against the protesters should be quashed. She termed Sterlite

issue a result of the BJP-led governmentat the Centre and the state government. Demanding permanent closure of Sterlite she

listed out various violations made by the plant and its adverse impact on thousands of people living near the plant.
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CPM doubts credibility of probe
TNN | Jun 19, 2018, 12.38 AM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: CPM politburo member Brinda Karat has questioned the

police for not registering any case against the policemen who were caught

on video and photographs while firing at the public that left 13 people dead

on May 22 and 23. "Though a state appointed commission is probing the

issue there is a bias in registering the FIRs," she said. 

She pointed out at the cases registered against thousands of innocent

people without proof. During her interactions with journalists she also said

that all NSA detentions and false cases against the protesters should be

quashed. She termed Sterlite issue a result of the Modi Government, those

before him and the present Government of Tamil Nadu.

Demanding permanent closure of Sterlite, she listed out the various violations by the plant and its adverse impact on thousands

of people around it. 

The CPM has made an appeal to the government after collecting the names of children of those who killed in the police firing

and made an appeal to the government to fully fund their education. "Some of the children are in 10th to 12th standard and they

need help as their bread winner is dead," she said.

Earlier in the day Brinda Karat interacted with women and kin of those injured and who got killed in the police firing and the

families affected in the riots in Madathur, Kumarattiyapuram, Pandarampatti and Murugesan Nagar. She also met the collector

and inspector general of police, south zone, and made a representation to them on seven key demands before addressing the

protest meeting in the evening.
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STAFF REPORTER

A day after participating in a public meeting condemning the police firing

during the May 22 anti-Sterlite protests, CPI(M) Polit Bureau member Brinda

Karat on Tuesday morning visited the victims who sustained bullet injuries at

the Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital.

After meeting them, Mrs. Karat said that her party would raise the issue in the

Parliament during the upcoming session.

Pat for GH

She also appreciated the efforts taken by the GH for treating the victims.
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Mohamed Imranullah S.
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Expresses doubt over efficacy of an inquiry by forensic experts

Madras High Court Chief Justice Indira Banerjee on Monday told the counsel

for a public interest litigation petitioner that the latter should have sought a

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) probe into the May 22 and 23 police

firing incidents at Thoothukudi, in which 13 people were killed, instead of

seeking a direction to the State government to constitute a team of forensic

experts to enquire into the issue.

Presiding over the first Division Bench along with Justice P.T. Asha, the Chief

Justice wondered what purpose would be served by constituting a team of

forensic experts.

Later, she adjourned the hearing on the petition till July 6 after directing

Special Government Pleader E. Manohar to ensure that a counter-affidavit

was filed by then on behalf of the State government. The petitioner was also

given liberty to file a rejoinder before the next hearing.

‘Commission formed’

During the course of the hearing on Monday, the Special Government Pleader

told the Division Bench that the government had already constituted a

commission of inquiry led by Justice Aruna Jagadeesan, a former judge of the

High Court, and therefore, there was no necessity to constitute a team as

prayed for by the litigant, S. Rajanikanth.

The petitioner’s counsel argued that the commission would not help in

unravelling the truth.

Apart from a team of forensic experts, the petitioner had sought payment of

compensation of Rs. 1 crore to the families of the victims, suspension of the

police officers involved in the firing, registration of a case of murder against

them and a direction to the government to reveal all official orders that were

passed to quell the protests.
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TAMIL NADU

Complaint filed against CPI(M) cadre

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JUNE 20,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

The police on Monday filed a complaint against CPI(M) party functionaries

for disobedience of an order passed by the Madurai Bench of the Madras High

Court stating that not more than 1,000 people should be present at the public

meeting organised by the party.

The complaint was filed at the Thoothukudi South police station against

CPI(M) district secretary K. S. Arjunan and 1,720 others, including 215

women who participated in a meeting held near Chidambara Nagar bus stop,

under IPC Section 188 (disobedience to order promulgated by public servant).

The Madurai Bench while giving the nod for the meeting, had imposed a few

riders. The court said that not more than 1,000 people should gather and none

other than Brinda Karat and U.Vasuki should address the gathering.
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Sterlite moves HC, seeks power and access
TNN | Jun 20, 2018, 01.18 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: Nearly a month after the police firing on anti-Sterlite protesters

left 13 people dead, the copper plant’s parent firm, Vedanta Limited, has

moved the Madras high court for restoration of power and permission to

access the plant for carrying out maintenance work.

The move comes in the wake of an acid leak detected by police and

district administration a few days back from the sulphuric acid tank. The

petition is likely to come up for hearing on Wednesday. In its plea, the

company said the state government has disconnected electricity for

extraneous reasons and to appease protesters without taking into account

the safety of the plant. The abrupt disconnection of power has hit

administrative functions and is causing hardship to its employees working

in the plant.

Sterlite: Govt should have safely shut down plant 

The petition stated, “The government ought to have taken opinion from industry experts on safe shutdown of the plant.”

The move is in line with company’s earlier statement on Sunday night, in the wake of the acid leak noticed in the plant. 

“Anticipating such incidents in the absence of regular maintenance, we have been requesting the state government to give us

limited manpower access and minimal power supply so that mandatory safety audits at the smelter can be regularly carried out,”
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the company said in its statement. “That request is still remains pending,” it added.

Further, the petition also sought directions to allow them to safely evacuate and tend to all materials stored within the plant,

based on the chemical inventory list prepared by the government.
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TAMIL NADU

Woman television artist arrested

CHENNAI,  JUNE 21,  2018 00:00 IST

Special Corrspondent

A woman television artist, who made some critical comments on Facebook in

May against the police after the firing on anti-Sterlite protesters in

Thoothukudi, was arrested by the Vadapalani police in Coonoor on

Wednesday.

Clad in police uniform, actor Nilani, who dons the role of an Assistant

Commissioner of Police in a TV serial, had circulated a video asking people to

come forward in large numbers and protest against the crackdown.

The clip went viral on social media as many people thought that she was a

uniformed officer.

Impersonation charge

Based on a complaint, the Vadapalani police booked a case against her under

Sections 419 (Punishment for cheating by personation), 153 (Wantonly giving

provocation with intent to cause riot) and 500 (Punishment for defamation) of

the Indian Penal Code and 66 D (Punishment for cheating by personation by

using computer resource) of the Information Technology Act.
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People’s movements being crushed in State: Patkar

CHENNAI,  JUNE 21,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Slams Edappadi government for ‘anti-people’ policies

People’s movements are being constantly crushed like never before in Tamil

Nadu, said activist and Narmada Bachao Andolan leader Medha Patkar at a

press meet in Chennai recently.

“Last year alone, 15,000 people were moved to the resettlement colonies.

People have been uprooted and left bereft of jobs, education and every

livelihood opportunity,” she said.

‘Anti-people policies’

Ms. Patkar further criticised the State government and Chief Minister

Edappadi K. Palaniswami for implementing ‘anti-people’ policies affecting

thousands of slum dwellers. “It is hence proven that urban beautification is

only done at the cost of those at the base of this system. But let’s not forget

that these are the same people whose services keep the city going,” she said.

Recalling the violence at Thoothukudi that led to the death of 13 people, she
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criticised the Centre for providing clearance to companies like Sterlite without

realising the magnitude of pollution and contamination to the environment. “At

least in 2013, the previous government had not given the firm a clear sanction

but later they kept receiving regular clearances. The rule in the country today

is corporate rule,” she said.

She also condemned the arrest of activist Piyush Manush, who has been

protesting against the expansion of the Salem airport. “Manush, Mansoor Ali

Khan and Velmurugan were arrested because they raised their voices against

the State. Arresting them sends out a message that the country is no more

democratic,” she said.
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Plea seeks compensation from Sterlite Copper

MADURAI,  JUNE 21,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Rs. 10 cr. demanded to each of families of deceased

A public interest litigation petition was filed before the Madurai Bench of the

Madras High Court on Wednesday seeking a compensation of at least Rs. 10

crore each to the families of those killed in Thoothukudi police firing from

Sterlite Copper. The petitioner also sought an additional Rs. 620 crore from

the company for rehabilitation of people in the affected areas.

The petitioner, S.P. Vijay Nivas, said that the operation of Sterlite Copper in

Thoothukudi had exposed the region to air and water pollution. For over 24

years, people had been affected by hazardous waste and agriculture was also

affected.

He said that the protesters were continuously voicing against the company in

the wake of environmental hazards. Appropriate compensation should be paid

to families of those killed in the police firing during anti-Sterlite agitation.

A division bench of Justices C.T. Selvam and A.M. Basheer Ahamed

adjourned the case by a week observing that the principal seat was seized of

the matter.
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Sterlite protest: HC seeks records

MADURAI,  JUNE 21,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Not served notice during hearing of protesters’ bail plea: State

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court on Wednesday called for video

evidence, if any, and reports filed before a vacation court, while hearing the

case filed by the State which sought cancellation of bail of anti-Sterlite

protesters. The State contended that a vacation sessions court in Thoothukudi

had granted bail to at least 65 anti-Sterlite protesters without serving notice to

the prosecution.

Justice G. R. Swaminathan, who took up the plea for hearing, called for the

documents and adjourned the case till June 27.

The State, in its plea, claimed that as many as 65 persons were arrested on

May 23 and cases booked against them for indiscriminately attacking and
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injuring policemen. The cases were filed under Sections 147 (punishment for

rioting), 148 (rioting, armed with deadly weapon), 324 (voluntarily causing

hurt by dangerous weapons or means), 341 (punishment for wrongful

restraint) and 435 (mischief by fire or explosive substance with intent to cause

damage) of the Indian Penal Code and Section 3 of the Tamil Nadu Public

Property (Prevention of Damage and Loss) Act, 1992.

A vacation sessions court granted them bail without serving notice to the

prosecution. The State sought quashing of the bail granted to the 65 protesters

stating that it was denied a chance to offer an explanation.

578



6/21/2018 ‘Thoothukudi in for a catastrophe’ - Today's Paper - The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/thoothukudi-in-for-a-catastrophe/article24214505.ece 1/2

TODAY'S PAPER

‘Thoothukudi in for a catastrophe’

JUNE 21,  2018 00:00 IST

B. Tilak Chandar

Vedanta wants to remove acid stocks

Vedanta, the holding company of Sterlite Copper, has claimed that at least

eight tanks of sulphuric acid left unattended in its sealed copper smelter plant

in Thoothukudi could lead to a catastrophe.

The company also claimed that the sulphuric acid leak, which was detected on

Saturday evening and described as “minor” by Thoothukudi District Collector

Sandeep Nanduri, could have been an act of sabotage, with minimal security

posted at the unit.

Plea to restore power

In a petition before the Madras High Court (Madurai Bench) seeking

immediate restoration of electricity supply to Sterlite Copper, the company

said other inflammable substances and materials needed to be removed

immediately.

“A continuous monitoring of the plant is necessary. If acid comes in contact

with water, it will cause vigorous reactions,” the petition by Sterlite general

manager (Legal) A. Satyapriya said.

Urgent intervention

Following an inspection, it was detected that there was a sulphuric acid leakage

in the plant from the pipe flanges.

These could not be arrested as the pipe flanges are submerged in the acid pool

collected in the dykes provided around the storage tank.

This needs urgent intervention and the acid needs to be cleared immediately.

Claiming that authorities were not showing concern over the issue, the petition

sought the restoration of electricity to remove and dispose of the inflammable

materials, solid and raw materials waste and chemicals.
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Sterlite: Acid leak could lead to environmental hazards
TNN | Jun 21, 2018, 12.54 AM IST

Printed from

Madurai: Vedanta Ltd., Sterlite’s parent company, which filed a petition before the Madurai bench of the Madras high court,

following the detection of acid leak in one of the storage tanks, has said that any leakage, if not noticed in time and in the event

of it coming in contact with water (in case of rains), could lead to environmental hazards.

When the petition came up for hearing on Wednesday, a division bench of justice C T Selvam and A M Basheer Ahmed

observed that the court was afraid that the plant was a tinderbox. 

Sterlite’s counsel informed the court that they would share with the government authorities on what needed to be done to arrest

the leakage. “We are ready to handover a detailed plan, including requirements of manpower,” the company’s counsel informed

the court.

Additional advocate-general (AAG) K Chellapandian told the court that he had to get instructions from officials concerned and

sought time to respond to the petition. “We are answerable if anything happens. We would be targeted first,” the AAG told the

court. To this, the bench responded that it is the safety aspect which is more important than who will be targeted or who will be

maligned.

The court then adjourned the hearing to June 25.

According to the petition, the company explained the risk of abrupt shutdown to the authorities after the closure order was

issued by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) on May 23, and wrote to them on May 25 and May 26 seeking

minimum electricity to maintain emergency services and to avert any disaster due to leakages.

In its petition, Vedanta said their personnel received a ‘WhatsApp message’ from a TNPCB engineer on the night of the acid
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leak and when they inspected the site on June 17, they found that there was a severe leakage from pipe flanges.

“It cannot be arrested as the pipe flanges are submerged in acid pool collected in the dykes provided around the tank,” the

petition stated, adding that they contacted the district collector the same day seeking minimum supply of electricity and

manpower to evacuate the acid at the earliest.
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Advocate who led anti-Sterlite stir held

CHENNAI,  JUNE 22,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Booked for taking part in protests

The police arrested a Madurai-based advocate, who spearheaded the anti-

Sterlite agitation in Thoothukudi, at the Chennai airport on Wednesday.

Vanchinathan arrived from New Delhi after attending proceedings in the

Supreme Court. After his arrest, he was taken to Thoothukudi.

Mr. Vanchinathan, along with another advocate K. Hariragavan, was booked

for participating in the protests and being responsible for the violence. In their

petition filed last week seeking advance bail from the Madurai Bench of the

Madras High Court, the advocates said that they had peacefully protested

seeking closure of the plant and were not involved in any kind of violence

during the protest.

Meanwhile, People’s Watch executive director Henri Tipahgne condemned the

midnight arrest of Mr. Vanchinathan. “What was the need for such urgency,

when the HC Bench’s order dismissing the advance bail plea was yet to be

made available to the advocates on record,” he asked. This was nothing but a

tactic to threaten the people who voiced concerns against the government.

The Save MKU Coalition also condemned the arrest, calling it an autocratic

move. “We will go to the court and seek legal remedy,” said R. Murali.
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Thirumavalavan files PIL

CHENNAI,  JUNE 22,  2018 00:00 IST

Mohamed Imranullah S.

Thirumavalavan files PIL against police firing

Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi leader Thol. Thirumavalavan has filed a public

interest litigation petition in the Madras High Court seeking a court monitored

probe into the police firing incidents in Thoothukudi district during the protests

against the Sterlite Copper smelting plant on May 22 and 23. Thirteen people

were killed in the shooting. His petition is expected to be listed for admission

before the first Division Bench of Chief Justice Indira Banerjee and Justice

P.T. Asha on Friday.
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Lawyer accused of engineering Sterlite stir held in
Chennai
TNN | Jun 22, 2018, 01.07 AM IST

Printed from

Madurai: Two days after the Madurai bench of the Madras high court dismissed the bail petition of Makkal Adhigaram lawyers

accused by the state of engineering anti-Sterlite protests, Tuticorin police arrested one of them, S Vanjinathan at the Chennai

airport late on Wednesday night.  

A special team headed by inspector F Poulraj rounded up Vanjinathan around 11pm, police sources said. According to sources,

he was returning from Delhi when he was arrested by the police.  

A practising advocate at the Madras high court’s Madurai bench, Vanjinathan along with another advocate Hari Raghavan of

Tuticorin were booked by the police under several Sections of the IPC, including 353 (criminal force to deter public servants

from carrying out duty), 148 (rioting with deadly weapons) and Section 3 of Tamil Nadu Property (Prevention of Damage and

Loss) Act.  

Both of them are district secretaries of Makkal Adhigaram in their respective regions.

On Monday (June 18), the court denied advance bail to the duo. Justice G R Swaminathan had observed that the two lawyers, as

organisers cannot escape responsibility. “The petitioners (lawyers) do not dispute the fact that they were the leaders (of the

protests),” the court said adding, “As many as 13 persons have died in the protests. The petitioners should not stand shy of police

interrogation.” 

The counsel for the lawyers had argued that Vanjinathan and Raghavan went to Tuticorin only to render legal assistance.

Meanwhile, Vanjinathan’s arrest was widely condemned by social activists. “Vanchinathan is not only a lawyer but a human

rights defender engaging in different human rights issues and therefore by virtue of the rights contained in the 1998 UN

Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, enjoys the right to protest, dissent, criticise, associate, express and organise people as

a lawyer and human rights defender,”Henri Tiphagne, executive director of People’s watch said.
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Madras HC refuses to quash appointment of panel
TNN | Jun 23, 2018, 01.55 PM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: The Madurai bench of the Madras high court has refused to

pass any directions on a petition seeking to quash the one-woman

commission appointed by the state to probe the incidents that led to police

firing in Tuticorin on May 22. 

Tuticorin CPM district secretary, K S Arjunan filed the petition seeking to

quash the appointment of the Aruna Jegadeesan commission.

The first bench comprising justice C T Selvam and A M Basheer Ahmed

while admitting the petition refused to pass any directions on the petition.

The bench, however sought a reply from the state government regarding

the government order (GO) which said the law and order situation led to

the police firing. The hearing has been adjourned to June 27.
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Anti-Sterlite protests: CB-CID sleuths in Tuticorin to
probe violence, police firing
PTI | Jun 23, 2018, 05.17 PM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: A team of CB-CID officials on Saturday arrived here to

conduct an on-the-spot probe, inspection and assessment of the areas

where the anti-Sterlite protesters 'resorted to violence,' leading to police

firing that claimed 13 lives on May 22 and 23.

The officials inspected the Collectorate where government vehicles were

torched, and the Sterlite quarters, where two-wheelers were set ablaze,

police said.

In addition, the sleuths visited the godown of the Food Corporation of

India, Anna Nagar, Terespuram, V V D signal, Pani Maya Matha church etc

and collected material evidence from the places, they said.

Some cartridges used by the police and live bullets were seized at the spot where the firing took place, the police said. 

CB-CID Superintendent of Police, Praveen Kumar Abhihnav, who is camping here, said more than 100 people were injured in

the violence and subsequent police firing.

Five cases have been registered.

Each case was being investigated by an official in the rank of DSP, and 20 inspectors were deputed for the probe, he said. 

The Tamil Nadu government had last month ordered a CB-CID probe into the violence during the anti-Sterlite protest in Tuticorin

and police firing that left 13 dead.

Thirteen people were killed in police firing on May 22 and 23 after protests by residents demanding closure of the copper plant

over pollution concerns turned violent, in the port city. 597
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Plea seeks copy of prohibitory order

MADURAI,  JUNE 24,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

A public interest litigation petition was filed before the Madurai Bench of the

Madras High Court seeking a direction to the Thoothukudi Collector to

produce the copy of prohibitory order clamped in parts of Thoothukudi under

Section 144 of CrPC during the anti-Sterlite protest.

The petitioner, advocate A.W.D. Tilak of Thoothudi, said that though an

application was made under RTI Act for production of the prohibitory order

issued by the Collector, it was not furnished.

The petitioner alleged that the police had misused their statutory powers and

had illegally detained people at various places without documenting such

arrests. People were being detained illegally at the Armed Reserve Camp in

Millerpuram. The petitioner sought as an interim direction a 24-hour panel of

lawyers to provide assistance to those detained illegally. He also sought a

restraint against indiscriminate detentions and arrests in Thoothukudi.
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CBCID begins probe into Tuticorin shooting
TNN | Jun 24, 2018, 05.28 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: The CBCID team on Saturday began its probe into the bloodied

shooting that claimed 13 lives in Tuticorin on May 22. The investigating

teams, including forensic experts, bomb disposal experts and CBCID

personnel arrived at Tuticorin on Saturday and carried out enquiries and

held consultations with the local police officers.

CBCID Additional SP Marirajan first visited the collector’s office premises

where the shooting took place and inspected the site. They will also visit

the other places, including Palayamkottai Main road, Tuticorin government

hospital premises, Anna Nagar Main road and Therespuram, in the next

two days.

Meanwhile, Tuticorin collector Sandeep Nanduri, who met the media in

Tuticorin on Saturday, said that a total volume of about 1500 metric tonnes of sulphuric acid was removed in 85 tankers from the

premises of the Sterlite plant. The work is expected to be completed by Sunday night, he said.

The collector added that a high-level committee comprising retired professors of the Anna University and IIT in Chennai,

pollution control board officers and inspector of factories has inspected the factory and that the next course of action would be

taken based on their report. 

On March 22, the anti-Sterlite protestors marching to the Tuticorin district collectorate turned violent when the police started

firing at the agitators. The shooting left as many as 13 persons, including two women, killed and scored of wounded.
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A number of public and private properties and vehicles were damaged while some of them set on fire as the violence

intensified on the day. A total of 128 cases were registered in this regard while persons were arrested in this connection. Five of

the cases on the shooting were transferred to the CBCID.
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Plea seeks relief for illegal detention

MADURAI,  JUNE 26,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

A petition was filed before the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court on

Monday seeking compensation for those who were illegally detained at the

Vallanadu shooting range in Thoothukudi on May 22, following the anti-

Sterlite protest.

The petitioner, S. Chandrasekar, an advocate from Thoothukudi, said that 94

people were detained by the police for over 24 hours at the Vallanadu shooting

range and Pudukottai police station on May 22.

The advocate claimed that he filed a petition before the Chief Judicial

Magistrate against the illegal detention, who directed the Judicial Magistrate to

look into the issue. The illegal detention came to light after the Judicial

Magistrate in his powers under Section 97 CrPC (search for persons

wrongfully confined ) found out that at least 94 persons were detained by the

police. The police also failed to produce the arrest memo to the Judicial

Magistrate, the petitioner said.

The JM took note of the treatment meted out to the detenus, who complained

that they were not even given medical assistance. The JM filed a detailed

report to the CJM. The next day, 29 persons were released by the police. The

rest were later granted bail, he said.

Cases were foisted against the protesters, who were subjected to inhuman

treatment by the police, the petitioner said. A division bench of Justices M.

Duraiswamy and Anita Sumanth adjourned the case by a week.
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Officials from the National Commission for Scheduled Castes would arrive in

the city on a three-day visit on Thursday to probe the May 22 anti-Sterlite

agitation.

The officials would investigate the death of four persons belonging to the

Scheduled Castes, who were among the 13 killed in police firing. The

Commission has also invited others from the community to come forward and

share their views during its visit.
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The special team of officials of Crime Branch-Criminal Investigation

Department (CB-CID) probing the May 22 anti-Sterlite agitation has collected

evidence, including cartridges fired by the police during the violence.

Sources said two cartridges, lodged in a wall of a house at Anna Nagar here,

were recovered on Sunday.

Continuing their search for the third consecutive day on Monday, the CB-CID

officials went to Tharuvaikulam dump yard and also examined the vehicles

which were damaged during the violence. A senior official told The Hindu that

the search operations might continue on Tuesday.
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PIL seeks relief for those detained after anti-Sterlite
protests
TNN | Jun 26, 2018, 12.53 AM IST

Printed from

Madurai: A public interest litigation (PIL) has been filed before the Madurai bench of the Madras high court on Monday seeking

compensation for those who were illegally detained in Valanadu shooting range after the anti-Sterlite protests in Tuticorin. 

The petition, filed by an advocate, S Chandrasekar of Tuticorin also sought departmental inquiry against the police officials

attached to Morappanadu and Pudukottai police stations in Tuticorin district for rounding up the people. 

Justice M Duraiswamy and justice Anitha Sumanth before whom the petition came for hearing admitted the PIL and posted the

matter for hearing next week.

After the police firing on May 22 in which 13 people were killed and several injured, police rounded up about 96 people and

detained them illegally at Pudukottai police station and Valanadu shooting range, according to the petition. 

The next day, around 2.30pm on directions from the chief judicial magistrate, the district munsif went to the Pudukottai police

station where no one was found. The policemen further refused to give the CCTV footage claiming that it was dysfunctional.

A hour later, the district munsif searched the premises of Valanadu shooting range and found 94 people illegally detained by the

police, the petition stated. The petition further added the policemen on duty as saying that those detained were arrested by the

Pudukottai police.

“When the magistrate inquired with those detained, they reported that they were arrested from various places in Tuticorin and

many of them sustained injuries,” the petition stated. 
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After this, 29 people were released and 65 were remanded in judicial custody belatedly.

The petition claimed that the detained were brutally attacked in police custody and many of them sustained severe injuries.

“They were illegally detained for more than 24 hours and were not provided food or water or proper medical attention for their

injuries,” the petition added.
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239 cases registered by the police, claims PIL petitioner

A public interest litigation petition was filed before the Madurai Bench of the

Madras High Court on Tuesday seeking a direction to the Thoothukudi

Collector to produce the copy of the prohibitory order clamped in parts of

Thoothukudi under Section 144 of Cr. P. C. during the anti-Sterlite protest.

The petitioner, advocate A.W.D. Tilak, said that though an application was

made under RTI Act for production of the prohibitory order issued by the

Collector, it was not furnished. He alleged that the police had misused their

statutory powers and illegally detained people at various places without

documenting their arrests.

The arrests were not made in accordance with guidelines laid down by the

Supreme Court and Sections 41A ( Notice of appearance before police

officer), 41D ( Right of arrested person to meet an advocate of his choice

during interrogation ) and 42 ( Arrest on refusal to give name and residence )

of Cr. P. C. As many as 239 cases had been registered by the police in

Thoothukudi, he said.

Before imposing such an order, the District Magistrate must first believe that

apprehension of nuisance or danger existed.

The order should be backed by proper evidence. In the absence of such

evidence, the District Magistrate could not merely pass a prohibitory order.

The order must be in writing and should be specific and definite. The material

facts must be stated and the order must be served, he claimed.

In the wake of people being detained illegally at the Armed Reserve camp in

Millerpuram, the petitioner sought, as an interim direction, a 24-hour panel of

lawyers to provide assistance to those detained illegally. He sought a restraint

on indiscriminate detentions and arrests and a direction to the Chief Judicial

Magistrate to inspect the camp.

Taking up the petition for hearing, a Division Bench of Justices C. T. Selvam

and A. M. Basheer Ahamed directed notice to the State and adjourned the

case by one week for further hearing.
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For the fourth consecutive day, Crime Branch–Criminal Investigation

Department officials conducted search operations in relation to the May 22

anti-Sterlite agitation here on Tuesday.

They conducted combing operations along a five-kilometre stretch on both

sides of Palayamkottai Road from VVD signal to the Collectorate, where a

major part of the police firing took place.

They also continued their search for evidence from vehicles that were

damaged or involved in the incident.
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The wife of advocate Vanchinathan, arrested on the charges of spearheading

the anti-Sterlite protests in Thoothukudi, has filed a habeas corpus petition

before the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court on Tuesday. She sought

an order restraining the authorities from invoking detention under National

Security Act, 1980 against her husband.

The petitioner A. Nandini claimed that false cases were foisted against her

husband and police fabricated confession statements against him. She said that

her husband provided legal assistance as an advocate and a civil rights activist

and had voiced for the people in their agitation against Sterlite Copper.

Ms. Nandini said that the police did not follow any mandatory procedures

while arresting her husband. She said that he was picked up by the police in

plain clothes from Chennai Airport on June 20. No intimation was given to the

family members on the arrest, she said.

Senior counsel M.Ajmal Khan, representing the petitioner said, “Voice of

dissent are being silenced”. He questioned as to how a prima facie case was

made out to remand Vanchinathan.

However, Additional Advocate General K.Chellapandian said Mr.

Vanchinathan was arrested following the charges against him and after his plea

for anticipatory bail was dismissed by the High Court Bench.

Taking up the plea for hearing, a Division Bench of Justices C.T.Selvam and

A.M.Basheer Ahamed directed status quo be maintained in the case and

adjourned the case by a week for further hearing. The court also heard a slew

of petitions filed against the police for arresting public under the National

Security Act,1980. The cases have been adjourned to next week.

Mr. Vanchinathan is lodged in the Palayamkottai Central Prison. The

Thoothukudi police had booked cases against him.
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J. Praveen Paul Joseph

Power supply cut; Vaiko says shutdown victory for local people

Mired in controversy in recent days, Sterlite Industries Limited’s copper

smelter in Tuticorin was shut down on Saturday.

Operations in the plant came to a standstill in the wake of an order from

theTamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. Tuticorin Collector Ashish Kumar

instructed officials to inspect the Vedanata group company to make sure that

the production lines remained shut.

The closure order has come after a gas leak was reported in the early hours on

March 23.

Following emission of sulphur dioxide from Sterlite, people in the

neighbourhood experienced unease and complained of suffocation, sneezing

and burning sensation in the eye.

D. Dhanavel, General Manager, Projects, Sterlite Copper, said the closure

order was received on Friday night.

An order was served by Revenue Divisional Officer of Tuticorin, K. Latha, to

the company on March 24, seeking explanation for the incident within five

days.

A team comprising Revenue Divisional Officer of Tuticorin, officials from the

Pollution Control Board, Revenue and Tangedco has been carrying out
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inspections at the sulphuric acid plant, the phosphoric acid plant and other

plants since 8 a.m., Ms. Latha said.

The Collector, when contacted, told The Hindu that power lines to the

company were disconnected.

Tuticorin Tangedco Superintending Engineer, R. Amirtha Rathnakumar, said

power was cut at 12.21 a.m. on Saturday.

Activists celebrate

Activists protesting against the functioning of the copper smelter celebrated the

shutdown, but the company insisted that it had been in operation for 17 years

with all requisite clearances and approvals.

It said it would explain the factual position to the TNPCB and cooperate fully

with the authorities so that it could restart operations soon.

Calling it a victory for the local population, Vaiko, general secretary, MDMK,

in a statement thanked Chief Minister Jayalalithaa for her decision to close

down the smelter. He termed Sterlite as a ‘noxious industry’ causing harm to

the lives of people. Pollution in all forms from Sterlite and its baneful effects

impacted the livelihoods of farmers, fishermen and traders as farm lands

turned unproductive and groundwater and seawater became unusable.
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Sterlite stir: PIL seeks copy of Section 144 order
TNN | Jun 27, 2018, 01.30 PM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: The Madurai bench of the Madras high court on Tuesday

issued notice to the home secretary, the director general of police (DGP)

and the Tuticorin district collector to respond to a petition seeking a copy

of the promulgation order issued under Section 144 of CrPC on May 21

and the proof of date, place and mode of promulgation. 

Admitting the petition filed by AWD Tilak, ad hoc president of the Tuticorin

bar association, the first bench comprising justice C T Selvam and A M

Basheer Ahmed issued notices and posted the matter for hearing on July

3.

The petitioner stated that it was known through media reports only that a

prohibitory order was imposed from May 21 at 10pm, hours before the 100th day of the anti-Sterlite protests during when people

had decided to siege the collectorate. 

Thirteen people were killed and several others were injured in the police firing on May 22. The petition said that there are

serious doubts and suspicion as to whether Section 144 was imposed at all and if imposed, whether it is a speaking order. “This

suspicion is further deepened by the fact that on May 22, then collector N Venkatesh, who is supposed to have promulgated

the order was not physically present anywhere in Tuticorin town leaving the field wide open for police to run amok,” the petition

stated.

The petition also sought an interim direction to appoint a 24-hour panel lawyers in eight police stations in Tuticorin city to ensure

people who are detained after the protests have legal assistance. It also sought the court to pass an interim direction to direct

the chief judicial magistrate, Tuticorin to inspect the armed reserve camp at Millarpuram.
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Panel has completed Sterlite plant inspection: state tells
HC
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Printed from

MADURAI: The expert panel appointed by the state government to assess

the acid leak at the sealed Sterlite plant in Tuticorin has completed

inspection and would submit its report soon, the state government told the

Madurai bench of the Madras high court on Wednesday.  

The panel comprises officials from the Tamil Nadu Fire and Rescue

Services, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, directorate of industrial

safety and professors from IIT-Madras and Anna University. The panel was

appointed by the state after Sterlite’s parent company Vedanta moved the

high court seeking restoration of minimal power supply at the plant for

maintenance and clearing the acid leak, which the company termed as

‘severe’.

On Wednesday, when the petition came up for hearing, the state submitted the steps being undertaken. Vedanta’s counsel

asked the court to allow its personnel to aid the clearing process since they know the plant.  

The first bench comprising justices C T Selvam and A M Basheer Ahmed observed that since the state has already taken steps,

the company’s assistance would not be necessary. The hearing on the petition has been adjourned to a further date.

Vedanta, in its petition, sought an interim direction to restore power supply and manpower access to the plant with appropriate

police protection for checking and rectifying the acid leak and maintenance of the plant. The company explained the risk
involved in abrupt shutdown to the authorities after the closure order issued by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board on May

23 and wrote to them on May 25 and May 26 seeking similar demands of minimum electricity supply to avert any disaster

owing to leakages.
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Police plea to cancel bail to 65 people dismissed
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Printed from

Madurai: The Madurai bench of the Madras high court on Wednesday dismissed a petition from the Tuticorin police which

sought directions for cancellation of bail granted to 65 people by a lower court after the anti-Sterlite protests on May 22.

When a fresh petition filed by the Pudukottai police inspector, R Thirumalai came up for hearing before justice G R Swaminathan

last week, the judge asked police to provide video evidence of 65 people indulging in violence and also the report submitted by

the police before the magistrate in connection with the incident. A lower court had released all the 65 people on bail on May

24, the same day they were arrested. 

On Wednesday, when the petition came up for hearing, the judge observed that the petition is not maintainable since police

failed to produce material facts in the case and dismissed the petition.

Tuticorin sessions judge had granted bail to 65 people arrested for being part of a mob during the anti-Sterlite protests on May

22.“The vacation sessions judge, failed to note that by releasing the accused, they would indulge in same nature of offence in

future and also there are chances of them tampering with the prosecution case,” the petition said.
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Printed from

Madurai: The National Commission for Schedule Castes (NCSC) will inquire the firing that took place during the anti-Sterlite

protests in Tuticorin on May 22 and May 23 and submit its report to the President.

Speaking to reporters on Thursday, vice-chairman of NCSC, L Murugan, said he and his team would conduct inquiries with

families of four shooting victims who belonged to the schedule caste communities, the injured and the public.

On the second day, the officers including the district collector, superintendent of police and other officials who were in office

when the incident took place would be asked to appear before the commission. The present district collector, superintendent of

police and government doctors would be inquired on the third day.

Four people from the SC community - Selvasekhar, Kandaiah, Kaliappan and Jayaraman of Usilampatti were killed during the

shooting. The commission may also visit the houses of the deceased people.
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To be held for the 13 persons who died during the recent Thoothukudi
riots

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court on Friday granted permission

for the conduct of a memorial service to the 13 persons who died during the

recent Thoothukudi riots.

Justice D. Krishnakumar while granting permission for the memorial service

imposed certain conditions to be followed, to conduct the event. The organiser

was directed to give a fresh representation for consideration to the

Thoothukudi Deputy Superintendent of Police on June 30, which shall be

considered by July 5.

The Court also directed that not more 50 persons be permitted to participate in

the memorial service.

The petitioner P. M. Tamilmandhan of Thoothukudi said that the people of

Thoothukudi had been agitating against Sterlite Copper for over 20 years

seeking its closure in the wake of environmental concerns. However, on May

22 the peaceful protests turned violent after the police gunned at least 13

persons involved in the agitations. He sought permission for the conduct of a

memorial service to the 13 people who perished, as a token of respect.

The petitioner said that his representations to the police seeking a grant of

permission were rejected. The rejection was against the principles of natural

justice, he said.

He said he had moved the High Court seeking a direction for the grant of

permission to conduct the memorial service.
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Submit petition to District Legal Services Authority

A group of fisherfolk submitted a petition to the District Legal Services

Authority, accusing two advocates of ‘Makkal Athikaram’ of inciting violence

and motivating them “to be fierce” during the May 22 anti-Sterlite protest.

In the petition submitted to the DLSA Sub-Judge R. Samuel Benjamin on

Friday, the fishermen said the public meeting organised here on March 24

demanding the permanent closure of Sterlite Copper went off peacefully

though a good number of fishermen participated in it.

When the anti-Sterlite protesters took out a procession on April 23 to submit a

petition in Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board office with a similar plea,

advocates Vanchinathan and Hari Raghavan of Makkal Athikaram “intruded”

and started “to brainwash” the youth of Fatima Nagar, Puthu Theru,

Cruzpuram, Terespuram and areas around Our Lady of Snows Basilica.

While the fishermen decided to participate in the anti-Sterlite demonstration

organised at SAV School Grounds near Old Bus Stand on May 22 following

talks held with police officials on May 20, the advocates started a “negative

campaign” on social media and “incited” the fishermen to participate in the

march towards the Collectorate.
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243 cases registered in this connection

Advocate Vanchinathan, who has been arrested in connection with the

violence that broke out during the anti-Sterlite protest on May 22 here, was

sent to three-day police custody by a court here on Friday.

The Thoothukudi SIPCOT, Thoothukudi South and Thoothukudi North

police have registered 243 cases in connection with violence that broke out

during the anti-Sterlite protest in which 13 persons were killed in police firing

and properties worth several crores of rupees were damaged on May 22.

In the case registered at Thoothukudi SIPCOT police, 100 persons including

advocate Vanchinathan of Makkal Urimai Paathukaappu Maiyam and

advocate Hari Raghavan of Madurai have been accused of violating

prohibitory orders clamped under Section 144 of Criminal Procedure Code,

damaging police barricades, preventing the government officials from

discharging their duties, rioting and torching the government vehicles.

After being arrested in connection with this case by the SIPCOT police, Mr.

Vanchinathan was remanded in judicial custody. As the police wanted to

inquire him in connection with this case, the police filed a petition seeking

custody of Mr. Vanchinathan.

Admitting the prayer, Judicial Magistrate Thamizh Selvi on Friday sent him to

police custody till 11 a.m. on July 2.
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In connection with Thoothukudi firing in which four Dalits died

National Commission for Scheduled Castes Vice-Chairman L. Murugan

inquired the then Collector N. Venkatesh and Superintendent of Police P.

Mahendran about the police firing during anti-Sterlite agitation here in which

13 persons, including four Dalits, were killed.

After meeting the Dalit victims’ family members on Thursday and visiting the

areas that witnessed violence, Mr. Murugan inquired Mr. Venkatesh for an

hour from 1 p.m. The former Thoothukudi Collector reportedly narrated the

evolution of anti-Sterlite protest and the situation that led to the police firing.

Subsequently, the then District Revenue Officer M. Veerappan, Sub-Collector

M.S. Prashanth and other revenue officials appeared before the Commission.

In the afternoon, the then IGP (South Zone) Shailesh Kumar Yadav, DIG

(Tirunelveli Range) Kapilkumar C. Saratkar, Mr. Mahendran and the then

Joint Superintendent of Police Selvanagarathinam deposed before the

Commission.

“After inquiring the present Collector Sandeep Nanduri and Superintendent of

Police Murali Ramba, the Commission will submit its report to the President

of India,” Mr. Murugan said.
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Anti-Sterlite protests: NCSC completes 3-day probe into
police firing in Tuticorin
TNN | Jun 30, 2018, 08.55 PM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: The National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) on

Saturday completed its three-day inquiry into the police firing on the 100th

day of the anti-Sterlite protests that claimed the lives of 13 persons

including four Dalits in Tuticorin on May 22 and 23. NCSC vice chairman L

Murugan told reporters at Tuticorin that the detailed report on the findings

along with the recommendations will be submitted to the President of India

in a month.

Murugan told reporters that he has quizzed more than 20 persons

including the families of the four Dalits who got killed, public and officials.

The officials who were quizzed include the then district collector,

Superintendent of Police (SP), inspector general of police (south zone), deputy inspector general of police (Tirunelveli Range)

and the executive magistrates who ordered the firing on May 22 and May 23. 

"I also got a detailed report from the dean of the Thoothukudi Government Medical College and Hospital and the present

collector and SP on the situation post May 22 and steps taken by the district administration. The collector and SP will be

submitting a detailed report to me in seven to 15 days. Villagers said that they are still in fear. So I have asked the collector and

SP to ensure that people are out of fear," he said.

The vice chairman said that officials have been instructed to have a check if children from the affected areas are not dropping
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out of school, due to various reasons. He said that a few more officials are yet to be inquired by the commission and that they

will be summoned to Chennai or Delhi to record their statements. He also said that the commission might come to Tuticorin

again to inquiry with the public.
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Makkal Adhigaram brainwashed us: Fishermen
TNN | Jun 30, 2018, 01.53 PM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: Fishermen from Threspuram approached the Tuticorin district legal services authority (DLSA) seeking legal

assistance for their community, whom they said are being rounded up by policemen after the anti-Sterlite protests. 

In their petition, the fishermen numbering 50, claimed that it was Makkal Adhigaram, particularly, advocates Hari Raghavan and

Vanjinathan who brainwashed youngsters of the fishermen community into marching towards the collectorate on May 22.

Thirteen people were killed and more than a hundred suffered injuries as a result of police firing on May 22 and May 23.

Police recently arrested advocate Vanjinathan from Chennai airport. The state had earlier accused the advocate of engineering

the anti-Sterlite protests which led to the violence. According to their petition, leaders from the fishermen community concurred

to the Tuticorin police’s request to gather at the SAV ground to prevent law and order situation in the coastal town, during a

meeting held on May 20, two days before the planned siege of the collectorate was set to happen. However, the leaders were

not hurt, but 13 innocent lives were lost, according to a petitioner.
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TAMIL NADU

‘Court-monitored probe needed’

MADURAI,  JULY 01,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

It is the best way to bring out truth in Thoothukudi firing incident

Retired Judge of Madras High Court D. Hariparanthaman said that Madras

High Court-monitored investigation was the best available way to bring out the

truth and punish those responsible for the recent police firing during the anti-

Sterlite protest in Thoothukudi, in which 13 people were killed.

Speaking at a conference organised here on Friday to condemn the killing of

protesters and the arrest of advocate S. Vanchinathan for supporting them, he

said that despite criticism the judiciary still remained the only hope for justice.

“The Commissions of Inquiry, even if headed by a Supreme Court judge,

cannot help. Their investigation will get prolonged and they can only make

recommendations to the government,” he said.

He said that in the case of court-monitored investigation, there would at least
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be transparency since the police would be made to file periodic reports on the

investigation, which could be scrutinised.

Condemning the arrest of Mr. Vanchinathan, Mr. Hariparanthaman said that

there must be a demand for doing away with Article 19 (2) of the Constitution

that imposed reasonable restriction on freedom of speech and Article 22 that

provided room for preventive detention of people.

A number of lawyers and human rights activists spoke at the function, strongly

condemning the arrest of 13 people and cases allegedly foisted against Mr.

Vanchinathan.

Henri Tiphagne, Executive Director of the non-governmental organisation

People’s Watch, said that the number of people killed in Thoothukudi protests

was in fact 15 as it must include a man killed in police custody and a woman

who succumbed to injuries.

He said that a ray of hope was the role played by the subordinate judiciary and

lawyers in Thoothukudi to help the affected people, though the judiciary often

seemed to stand with the State and corporates.

B. B. Mohan, senior advocate, spoke of the need for advocates to play a

bigger role against injustice and “educate the judiciary.”

J. Nandhini, daughter of Jayaraman who was killed in the police firing, said,

“the government must provide answer for the death of my father and 12

others. I am proud of my father as he died fighting for people. He was not an

‘anti-social’ as projected by the State.”
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‘Court-monitored probe needed’

MADURAI,  JULY 01,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

It is the best way to bring out truth in Thoothukudi firing incident

Retired Judge of Madras High Court D. Hariparanthaman said that Madras

High Court-monitored investigation was the best available way to bring out the

truth and punish those responsible for the recent police firing during the anti-

Sterlite protest in Thoothukudi, in which 13 people were killed.

Speaking at a conference organised here on Friday to condemn the killing of

protesters and the arrest of advocate S. Vanchinathan for supporting them, he

said that despite criticism the judiciary still remained the only hope for justice.

“The Commissions of Inquiry, even if headed by a Supreme Court judge,

cannot help. Their investigation will get prolonged and they can only make

recommendations to the government,” he said.

He said that in the case of court-monitored investigation, there would at least
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be transparency since the police would be made to file periodic reports on the

investigation, which could be scrutinised.

Condemning the arrest of Mr. Vanchinathan, Mr. Hariparanthaman said that

there must be a demand for doing away with Article 19 (2) of the Constitution

that imposed reasonable restriction on freedom of speech and Article 22 that

provided room for preventive detention of people.

A number of lawyers and human rights activists spoke at the function, strongly

condemning the arrest of 13 people and cases allegedly foisted against Mr.

Vanchinathan.

Henri Tiphagne, Executive Director of the non-governmental organisation

People’s Watch, said that the number of people killed in Thoothukudi protests

was in fact 15 as it must include a man killed in police custody and a woman

who succumbed to injuries.

He said that a ray of hope was the role played by the subordinate judiciary and

lawyers in Thoothukudi to help the affected people, though the judiciary often

seemed to stand with the State and corporates.

B. B. Mohan, senior advocate, spoke of the need for advocates to play a

bigger role against injustice and “educate the judiciary.”

J. Nandhini, daughter of Jayaraman who was killed in the police firing, said,

“the government must provide answer for the death of my father and 12

others. I am proud of my father as he died fighting for people. He was not an

‘anti-social’ as projected by the State.”
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Sterlite stir: NCSC completes probe on police firing
TNN | Jul 1, 2018, 01.10 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: The National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) on

Saturday completed its three-day inquiry into the police firing on the anti-

Sterlite protesters in Tuticorin on May 22 and 23 that claimed 13 lives

including four dalits. NCSC vice-chairman L Murugan told reporters at

Tuticorin that the detailed report on the findings along with the

recommendations will be submitted to the President of India in a month.

Murugan said that he has inquired more than 20 people including the

families of the dalits who were killed, public and officials. The officials who

were quizzed include the then district collector, superintendent of police,

inspector-general of police (south zone), deputy inspector general of police

(Tirunelveli range) and the executive magistrates who ordered the firing on

May 22 and May 23.

“I also got a detailed report from the dean of the Thoothukudi Government Medical College and Hospital and the present

collector and SP on the situation after May 22 and steps taken by the district administration. The collector and SP will be

submitting a detailed report to me in seven to 15 days. The villagers said that they are still in fear. So I have asked the collector

and SP to ensure that people are out of fear,” he said.

The vice-chairman said that officials have been instructed to check if children from the affected areas are not dropping out of

school due to various reasons. He said that few more officials are yet to be inquired by the commission and that they will be

summoned to Chennai or Delhi to record their statements. He also said that the commission might come to Tuticorin again to
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conduct inquiry with the public.

Among the four dalits who were killed in the police firing are Kandhaiah (on May 22) a Sri Lankan repatriate and Kaliappan (May

23) a youth. Murugan said that Kandhaiah’s son and Kaliappan’s father are mentally affected and that the district administration

has been asked to give good medical attention to them.

When asked if he would recommend registering case under The Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act

against the officials and police personnel who have ordered the firing and those who fired, he said that he would be giving his

recommendation in this regard only after recording the testimonies of everyone concerned.
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Printed from

MADURAI: The National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) on

Saturday completed its three-day inquiry into the police firing on the anti-

Sterlite protesters in Tuticorin on May 22 and 23 that claimed 13 lives

including four dalits. NCSC vice-chairman L Murugan told reporters at

Tuticorin that the detailed report on the findings along with the

recommendations will be submitted to the President of India in a month.

Murugan said that he has inquired more than 20 people including the

families of the dalits who were killed, public and officials. The officials who

were quizzed include the then district collector, superintendent of police,

inspector-general of police (south zone), deputy inspector general of police

(Tirunelveli range) and the executive magistrates who ordered the firing on

May 22 and May 23.

“I also got a detailed report from the dean of the Thoothukudi Government Medical College and Hospital and the present

collector and SP on the situation after May 22 and steps taken by the district administration. The collector and SP will be

submitting a detailed report to me in seven to 15 days. The villagers said that they are still in fear. So I have asked the collector

and SP to ensure that people are out of fear,” he said.

The vice-chairman said that officials have been instructed to check if children from the affected areas are not dropping out of

school due to various reasons. He said that few more officials are yet to be inquired by the commission and that they will be

summoned to Chennai or Delhi to record their statements. He also said that the commission might come to Tuticorin again to
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conduct inquiry with the public.

Among the four dalits who were killed in the police firing are Kandhaiah (on May 22) a Sri Lankan repatriate and Kaliappan (May

23) a youth. Murugan said that Kandhaiah’s son and Kaliappan’s father are mentally affected and that the district administration

has been asked to give good medical attention to them.

When asked if he would recommend registering case under The Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act

against the officials and police personnel who have ordered the firing and those who fired, he said that he would be giving his

recommendation in this regard only after recording the testimonies of everyone concerned.
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AMIL NADU

Sterlite contract workers seek alternative jobs

KOVILPAT T I,  JULY 02,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Submit petition to Minister

Contractors and contract labourers, who lost their jobs after the closure of

Sterlite Copper plant, submitted a petition — seeking alternative employment

— to Information and Publicity Minister Kadambur C. Raju on Sunday.

Nearly 80 people, including contractors, contract labourers and transporters,

met the minister at his office here.

“Over 3,000 contract labourers lost their jobs after closure of the plant. At

least 2,000 more who were dependent on the industry have lost their

employment,” said S. Thiagarajan, president of Thoothukudi Sterlite All

Contract Workers Association.

After the closure, the employees were now seeking credit to pay their bills.
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Nearly 50% of the labourers, who belonged to different parts of the country,

had left in search of other jobs.

Mr. Thiagarajan said employees at Sterlite Copper received good benefits such

as employee safety insurance and provident fund. “The payments are done

promptly. In other companies in the district, however, payments, are not made

on time and are sometimes even delayed by a year.”

He claimed that rumours led to closure of the plant. “I have never heard of

employees affected by cancer.”

The minister said those who lost their jobs due to closure of the plant would

get preference for employment when projects such as the Thoothukudi-

Madurai industrial corridor, desalination plant and a new ship yard at

Thoothukudi were launched.

As work for most of the projects had not even started, the members were not

satisfied with the minister’s response.

“We may meet the Chief Minister soon,” Mr. Thiagarajan said.
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Youth who lost leg in Thoothukudi firing to get
artificial limb, government job

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JULY 02,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

After more than a month-long treatment at the Government Medical College

Hospital here, the State Government has decided to rehabilitate the youth,

who lost his right leg in the police firing during the anti-Sterlite protest here on

May 22 last, by fitting an artificial limb.

“We’ve decided to take G. Princeton along with his attendants to Chennai on

Monday (July 2) for fitting the artificial limb. Moreover, he will also be given a

government job as assured by the Chief Minister,” Minister for Information

and Public Relations ‘Kadambur’ C. Raju told reporters after visiting him at

Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital on Saturday along with Collector

Sandeep Nanduri.

Mr. Princeton of Terespuram, a diploma-holder in mechanical engineering,

who was working as ‘process operator’ in a titanium-di-oxide manufacturing

unit in SIPCOT Industrial Estate, suffered bullet injury on the right leg on
May 22. He was reportedly on his way to work when he was caught in the

anti-Sterlite agitation.

The badly damaged leg has been amputated and he is still undergoing

treatment in the Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital.

“The officials have made all the arrangements to shift Mr. Princeton to

Chennai,” Mr. Raju said
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Sterlite contract workers seek alternative jobs
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STAFF REPORTER

Submit petition to Minister

Contractors and contract labourers, who lost their jobs after the closure of

Sterlite Copper plant, submitted a petition — seeking alternative employment

— to Information and Publicity Minister Kadambur C. Raju on Sunday.

Nearly 80 people, including contractors, contract labourers and transporters,

met the minister at his office here.

“Over 3,000 contract labourers lost their jobs after closure of the plant. At

least 2,000 more who were dependent on the industry have lost their

employment,” said S. Thiagarajan, president of Thoothukudi Sterlite All

Contract Workers Association.

After the closure, the employees were now seeking credit to pay their bills.
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Nearly 50% of the labourers, who belonged to different parts of the country,

had left in search of other jobs.

Mr. Thiagarajan said employees at Sterlite Copper received good benefits such

as employee safety insurance and provident fund. “The payments are done

promptly. In other companies in the district, however, payments, are not made

on time and are sometimes even delayed by a year.”

He claimed that rumours led to closure of the plant. “I have never heard of

employees affected by cancer.”

The minister said those who lost their jobs due to closure of the plant would

get preference for employment when projects such as the Thoothukudi-

Madurai industrial corridor, desalination plant and a new ship yard at

Thoothukudi were launched.

As work for most of the projects had not even started, the members were not

satisfied with the minister’s response.

“We may meet the Chief Minister soon,” Mr. Thiagarajan said.
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

After more than a month-long treatment at the Government Medical College

Hospital here, the State Government has decided to rehabilitate the youth,

who lost his right leg in the police firing during the anti-Sterlite protest here on

May 22 last, by fitting an artificial limb.

“We’ve decided to take G. Princeton along with his attendants to Chennai on

Monday (July 2) for fitting the artificial limb. Moreover, he will also be given a

government job as assured by the Chief Minister,” Minister for Information

and Public Relations ‘Kadambur’ C. Raju told reporters after visiting him at

Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital on Saturday along with Collector

Sandeep Nanduri.

Mr. Princeton of Terespuram, a diploma-holder in mechanical engineering,

who was working as ‘process operator’ in a titanium-di-oxide manufacturing

unit in SIPCOT Industrial Estate, suffered bullet injury on the right leg on
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May 22. He was reportedly on his way to work when he was caught in the

anti-Sterlite agitation.

The badly damaged leg has been amputated and he is still undergoing

treatment in the Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital.

“The officials have made all the arrangements to shift Mr. Princeton to

Chennai,” Mr. Raju said
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Sterlite staff petition info minister
TNN | Jul 2, 2018, 12.30 AM IST

Printed from

Madurai: A group of contract employees with the now defunct Sterlite copper smelter in Tuticorin petitioned state Information

and Publicity Minister Kadambur C Raju on Sunday asking him to take steps to reopen the plant or provide them with alternative

employment.

According to petitioners, Minister has promised them that their concerns will be addressed and that the government would take

steps to provide alternate employment at the earliest. A group of about 50 persons, contractors and contract employees of

Sterlite, approached the minister in Tuticorin saying that their livelihood has been affected since the plant shut down. “It’s been

more than a month since the plant was closed. We all have been without work since,” Ponraj, former panchayat president of

Therku Veerapandipuram said. TNN
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Printed from

Madurai: A group of contract employees with the now defunct Sterlite copper smelter in Tuticorin petitioned state Information

and Publicity Minister Kadambur C Raju on Sunday asking him to take steps to reopen the plant or provide them with alternative

employment.

According to petitioners, Minister has promised them that their concerns will be addressed and that the government would take

steps to provide alternate employment at the earliest. A group of about 50 persons, contractors and contract employees of

Sterlite, approached the minister in Tuticorin saying that their livelihood has been affected since the plant shut down. “It’s been

more than a month since the plant was closed. We all have been without work since,” Ponraj, former panchayat president of

Therku Veerapandipuram said. TNN
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Why not a CBI probe into firing, asks CJ
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Stating that lawyers in Madurai had made a general request, to her, not to take

away cases filed in the Bench, she said: “I told them that no more cases will

be taken away from Madurai. What is here is here and what is there is there.”

She added that the protesters who indulged in violence during the Thoothukudi

protests and the police and government officials who violated the law must be

dealt with in accordance with law.

SP’s counter-affidavit

In the counter-affidavit, Thoothukudi Superintendent of Police Murali

Rambha rejected the plea of the one of the petitioners to register a case of

murder against the policemen who opened fire. “Police officials have acted

pursuant to lawful orders issued by the competent authority. Moreover, for

having acted in good faith in order to uphold public order, a police official or

revenue official cannot be charged with the offence of murder,” he said.

Accusing the protesters of having caused damage to 331 properties worth

about Rs. 15.67 crore apart from damage to the tune of Rs. 28.12 lakh caused

to the properties in the Collectorate and other government offices on May 22,

the SP stated that the rioters attempted to kill policemen and continued to

indulge in violence despite repeated persuasions, warnings, lathi charge and

opening of tear gas. He said the police opened fire only as a last resort.

It was also claimed that the necessity to use firearms arose only to save the

lives of policemen and the family members of Sterlite employees. The SP

contended that there was no necessity for a separate probe into the incident

since the State government had already constituted a Commission of Inquiry

headed by Justice Aruna Jagadeesan, a retired judge of the High Court.

Besides, the human rights commissions as well as the Scheduled Castes and

Scheduled Tribes Commissions were also conducting an inquiry into the

incident.
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Vedanta set to delist from LSE

LONDON,  JULY 03,  2018 00:00 IST

Vidya Ram

Vedanta Resources is set to delist from the London Stock Exchange after the

family trust of Anil Agarwal agreed to buy the remaining 33.47% minority

stake in the company, valuing the firm at £2.325 billion.

While the company sought to portray the development as a ‘natural

progression,’ the move follows events at its group firm Sterlite Copper in

Thoothukudi and calls from campaigners and Britain’s Labour Party for the

company to be delisted. In May, protests in Thoothukudi, demanding the

permanent closure of Sterlite smelter, led to police firing, resulting in several

deaths
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Sterlite ban, a cat on the wall: Vaiko

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JULY 03,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Again raises doubt if closure of plant would stand legal scrutiny

MDMK general secretary Vaiko on Monday once again asked if the

government’s seal and closure order on the Sterlite plant would stand legal

scrutiny.

Recalling the time when the Sterlite plant was ordered to be closed earlier in

relation to a case he had filed, he said that he had cited less space for the green

belt as one of the reasons, and that it was located too close to the city.

“Even then, the company managed to get the ban quashed by the Supreme

Court. Now, they say it’s a policy decision of the government because the

industry violated the Pollution Control Board’s norms. Will this stand in

court?” he asked. “This ban is only a cat on the wall,” he added.

‘People want peace’

Speaking to reporters in Thoothukudi before appearing in a judicial magistrate

court in connection with a case filed in 2009 for staging a black-flag protest

during the visit of the then External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee in

support of Sri Lankan Tamils, he said the Thoothukudi people had always

wanted peace.

He said he didn’t want to “blame anyone” for the Thoothukudi violence. The

police should stop harassing the people by slapping more cases, he added.

Mr. Vaiko added that the Supreme Court had “betrayed” the interests of the

State by allocating 14.75 tmcft of water for Bengaluru. “But, Karnataka is

feeling short-changed and challenging the order, while Tamil Nadu is holding

victory celebrations,” he said. As many as 169 people were named in the case

when the party members staged a demonstration in support of Sri Lankan

Tamils then.
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Sterlite moves NGT against closure order

CHENNAI,  JULY 04,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

‘Declare order sealing the plant illegal exercise of power’

Sterlite Copper on Tuesday said it has filed an appeal before the National

Green Tribunal (NGT), New Delhi, challenging the orders passed by the

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board directing the closure of its copper smelter

unit at Thoothukudi in the State.

In a brief statement, the company said it had also sought the NGT’s

permission to allow it to carry out “care and maintenance of the plant and

other interim reliefs”, during the pendency of the appeal.

It is learnt that in the petition, Vedanta Ltd, the parent company of Sterlite

Copper, has sought a direction to restrain the Tamil Nadu government from

preventing or interfering with the functioning and operations of the company in

any manner. It prayed to declare as unlawful and illegal the exercise of powers

by the State government in passing an order closing and sealing the copper

smelter unit under the Water Act.

In another prayer, the company urged the tribunal to direct the Tamil Nadu

Pollution Control Board to consider Vedanta’s applications for renewal of

consent afresh and pass appropriate orders within one month, granting the

consent letter for a period of five years.

Vedanta sought permission to operate the copper smelter pending

consideration of its appeal.

It further sought a direction to the TNPCB and Tangedco to restore and

provide minimum power supply, water and manpower access for safeguarding

the emergency systems of the plant.

The company said the factory housed various chemicals, resins and fuels and

that the sudden closure of the plant posed a threat to the surroundings and the

plant and machinery.
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No organisation infiltrated anti-Sterlite protests: VCK

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JULY 04,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

‘It is not possible to brainwash one lakh people’

Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi president Thol. Thirumavalavan on Tuesday

denied allegations that certain organisations had infiltrated the anti-Sterlite
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protests, and said “it is not possible to ‘brainwash’ one lakh people”. It may be

recalled that sections of residents of Threspuram and Madathur distanced

themselves from the members of Makkal Adhigaram who, they said, had

instigated the violence.

Speaking to reporters here before taking part in a condolence meeting

organised by the VCK for the 13 people who were killed in police firing, Mr.

Thirumavalavan said such rumours were being spread by the Sterlite

management and the police. The meeting was held here following the

permission granted by the Madurai Bench of the Madras High.

Further, Mr. Thirumavalavan said the State and Central governments were

trying to impose the Chennai-Salem eight-lane highway project on the people.

“The State government should take the consent of the people before any such

project is taken up,” he said.

He also said the red tape in providing community certificates for the SC/ST

community people should be done away with. “The post-matric scholarships

for Dalit students has been stopped by the State government, as a result of

which enrolment of students from the community in private colleges has come

down,” he added.

Speaking about the proposed shifting of Dr. Ambedkar Government Law

College campus at Parry’s Corner in Chennai to Tiruvallur and Kanchipuram,

he said, “The college may be expanded, but the old campus should stay. If

there are space constraints, the student strength of the college should be

reduced.”

The VCK leader also said loan waivers should be extended to people from the

SC/ST communities, who had taken loans from Tamil Nadu Adi Dravidar

Housing and Development Corporation to set up small businesses.
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More infrastructure for villages near Sterlite plant

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JULY 04,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

‘Various development projects will be completed soon’

Thoothukudi Collector Sandeep Nanduri interacted with residents of villages in

the vicinity of the Sterlite plant at Pudhiamputhur on Tuesday.

Residents of Kumarettiyapuram, Pudhiamputhur, Saminatham, South

Veerapandiyapuram, Jambulingapuram and Sillanatham participated in the

session, which was held at a marriage hall in the area.

He said that a committee under his purview, including the Revenue Divisional

Officer(RDO), Project Director of District Rural Development Agency

(DRDA), officials from the Animal Husbandry Department and doctors, have

been directly interacting with the people in the villages to understand their

problems.

Based on their interaction, Mr. Nanduri said that project reports for laying

roads, canals, water pipelines and desilting of rivers have been drawn up. He

said that as various departments have enough funds, the projects would be

completed soon.

He also inspected a nearby anganwadi centre and repair work being done for

restoring a pipeline damaged by the construction of a bridge near Sillanatham.

Project Director of DRDA Dhanapathi and Kovilpatti RDO J. Vijaya were

present. 661
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Collector vows steps to provide basic amenities to
villages near Sterlite plant
TNN | Jul 4, 2018, 05.49 AM IST

Printed from

MADURAI: Following the closure of Sterlite and efforts to clear the acids,

chemicals, gases and other components from the copper plant, the

Tuticorin district administration has now started taking steps to provide

basic amenities to villages around it. For years, these villagers have been

demanding basic amenities, especially clean drinking water.

“There are 13 to 15 villages around Sterlite. We have formed a district-level

committee headed by the collector and comprising the sub collector,

project director of the district rural development agency, doctors and

officials from the animal husbandry to visit these villages individually and

study their requirements,” collector Sandeep Nanduri said. He was

addressing reporters after interacting with villagers of Puthiamputhur,

Therku Veerapandiapuram and A.Kumarettiyapuram at a marriage hall in Puthiamputhur. During the meeting held on Monday,

people listed out their long-pending demands.

“We want to provide 100 per cent development. The officials will continue their visits and study their requirements and submit

an estimate based on which the works will be carried out under various schemes,” he said. After the meeting, he said that key

requirements of people were water facilities, proper roads, drainage and desilting of water bodies. Nanduri said that the district

administration had adequate funds to execute the development works. An important grievance of villagers was the arrest of

youth on the pretext of detaining the mob that was engaged in violence at Tuticorin on the 100th day of the anti-Sterlite protest

on May 22. The collector said that details of the arrests will be discussed with the superintendent of police of the district. “We

will discuss the cases registered against the persons and why they were arrested. If they can be released, efforts will be taken
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for that as well,” he added.

On the second phase of evacuation of acids and other components from Sterlite premises that began on Monday, the collector

said that 10 tankers carried sulphuric acid and phosphoric acid from the plant on the first day. “Evacuation of other chemicals,

gases and the other components has started today (Tuesday),” he said. Since there is no power supply to Sterlite after it was

sealed, three diesel generator sets with a capacity of 500 kilowatt each have been mobilised to facilitate the evacuation

process. “The entire evacuation is done under the supervision of senior officials,” he added.
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Tuticorin villagers accuse Left outfit of inciting violence
PTI | Jul 5, 2018, 05.09 PM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: Over a month after the unbridled violence during an anti-

Sterlite protest here that claimed 13 lives, some locals involved in the

incidents have claimed they were "brainwashed" by a Left outfit to picket

the district collectorate. 

Hundreds of protesters had gone on the rampage on May 22, storming the

collectorate, setting buildings and vehicles ablaze, and prompting police

action that triggered outrage and forced the Tamil Nadu government to

close the copper smelter unit.

The outfit--Makkal Adhikaram-- has, however, rejected the allegation. 

On May 22, after the district collectorate was picketed to seek closure of the copper plant of Sterlite, a unit of the Vedanata

group, over pollution concerns, large- scale violence had followed. In the consequent police firing, 13 people were killed on May

22 and 23.

Blaming Makkal Adhikaram (People's Power) for the picketing of the district collectorate, Madathur villagers in Tuticorin district

accused the outfit and its allied organisations of "changing their hearts". 

In a petition to the District Legal Services Authority on July 2, the villagers sought legal help apprehending that several residents

may be arrested in connection with the violence. 

The villagers said in their petition they had assured the district authorities at a peace meeting on May 20 that they would hold a
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peaceful demonstration at SAV grounds on May 22 to "draw the attention of the government" to the alleged pollution caused by

the unit.

However, two advocates and their associates "who belong to Makkal Adikaram changed our hearts" in favour of besieging the

district collectorate, they claimed. 

The two lawyers are now claiming they had nothing to do with the protest, the villagers said, adding it has caused "fear" among

them.

"We request (the authorities) to avoid linking us with Makkal Adhikaram," they said in their petition, and sought legal support to

avert "police trouble" and lead a peacful life. 

When asked why the petition was filed long after the violent incidents, D Pon Pandi, the main signatory to the petition and a

Madathur resident told PTI, "I have about 40 cases registered against me. We, the Madathur villagers, have got nothing to do

with the violence. That is why we have sought legal help." 

He said people were apprehensive of arrest soon after the conclusion of a local temple festival.

Like the villagers of Madathur, several fishermen of Threspuram, a coastal neighbourhood, have accused the oufit of fomenting

trouble, in their petition to the DLSA. 

They too accused two advocates of Makkal Adhikaram of "intruding" into the village and announcing protests like the one

against the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board on April 23. 

"They brainwashed the youths. It is an undeniable fact that they engaged in propaganda seeking participation in the May 22

'siege the district collectorate' protest." 

They said there are ample audio, video evidence of the Makkal Adhikaram advocates "whipping up passions" in support of the

stir for the closure of the Sterlite unit. 
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They claimed they too had assured the authorities that their protest will be peaceful.

After the violence during which public and private property worth several crores of rupees were damaged, the Tuticorin police

registered over 200 cases and arrested more than 100 people many of whom later got bail.

Advocate Vanchinathan, accused of leading the protest that turned violent, was arrested last month. A case was also registered

against another advocate Hari Raghavan. 

Makkal Adhikaram coordinator C Raju, however, claimed the villagers had submitted the petitions under "police intimidation". He

said the content of the pleas was "slanderous". 

Asserting that people from all walks of life protested against the plant, he asked "From where the claim of brainwash has come?" 

Raju asserted that none of the outfit's workers was involved in the violence. 

Alleging that police was on a "witch-hunt" for its cadres, he said six of them have already been arrested under the National

Security Act. He denied that the two advocates named in the petitions belonged to his outfit.

"Why the advocates and the outfit have been named now, more than 40 days after the violence," asked advocate, Subbu

Muthuramalingam, who appeared for Vanchinathan in a court here a few days ago, insisting "there are some suspicions".

Left activist R Jawahar said, "It is wrong to say that the protest on May 22 was organised by a single outift." 

Jawahar, who has authored books on the Left movement, said he suspected that those who submitted the petitions may have

been asked to do so by "vested interests".

On the claims and counter claims, a top Tuticorin district police official said each and every relevant aspect was being

investigated. "Probe is on. The focus is only on those who indulged in violence. Law will take its own course," he said. 
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Sterlite stir: House of arrested advocate Vanchinathan
searched
TNN | Jul 5, 2018, 12.45 AM IST

Printed from

Madurai: The house belonging to arrested advocate Vanchinathan in KK Nagar in Madurai city was searched by a police team

from Tuticorin on Wednesday. The team was led by inspector Suresh. The lawyer was arrested recently on the charges of

instigating the anti-Sterlite protest in May this year, resulting in the killing of 13 people in the police firing. 

Vanchinathan is the state coordinator of the People’s Right Protection Centre. He was arrested on June 20 at Chennai airport

when he arrived from Delhi. The police team which reached the office first in the morning conducted the search for at least 30

minutes. Then they went to his house and conducted search after showing the court order. They left after seizing a few

documents including photos and pamphlets.

He was booked under various charges of IPC including rioting with dangerous weapons, assault of criminal force in deterring

public servant from discharging duty and Tamil Nadu public property (prevention damage and loss) act, 1992. Another lawyer, K

Hariragavan was also recently arrested on the same charges.

669

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/


7/6/2018 Advocate Vanchinathan gets bail - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/advocate-vanchinathan-gets-bail/article24345636.ece 1/1

TAMIL NADU

Advocate Vanchinathan gets bail

MADURAI,  JULY 06,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court granted bail to advocate

Vanchinathan, who was arrested by the police on the charge of spearheading

the anti-Sterlite protests.

Justice G. R. Swaminathan while granting bail directed him to stay in Madurai

till a final order was made in the case.

The court also restrained him from addressing anything related to the anti-

Sterlite protests.

Vanchinathan should appear before the respondent police whenever

summoned, the court said.

The court taking into cognisance that he was implicated in as many as nine

cases, said that the bail would apply even if he was implicated in further cases,

subsequent to the court's direction.

Vanchinathan, in his petition, said that he took part in the agitations against

Sterlite Copper as a human rights activist.

He said that he was only offering legal aid to the people of Thoothukudi and

was not involved in any violent activities during the protests as alleged by the

prosecution.

The Thoothukudi police had booked cases against him under Sections 147

(punishment for rioting), 148 (rioting, armed with deadly weapon), 188

(disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant), 353 (assault or

criminal force to deter public servant from discharge of his duty) and 506

(punishment for criminal intimidation) of the Indian Penal Code and Section 3

of the Tamil Nadu Public Property (Prevention of Damage and Loss) Act,

1992.
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HC seeks counter from State

MADURAI,  JULY 06,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court on Thursday told the State that

it had taken cognisance of the visuals of Thoothukudi riots, including that of a

policeman taking aim from atop a police van.

A division bench of Justices C. T. Selvam and A. M. Basheer Ahamed made

the observation while hearing the habeas corpus petitions filed seeking the

production of advocate Vanchinathan and two others before the court. The

court sought a counter from the State in the case.

Senior counsel N. R. Elango, representing the petitioners, told the court that

his clients were implicated in multiple cases. He alleged that complaints against

them were multiplied and fabricated.

The case has been adjourned for further hearing on July 11.

671

https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/thoothukudi-riots-hc-seeks-counter-from-state/article24345395.ece#


7/10/2018 Prohibitory order copy submitted to HC - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/copy-of-prohibitory-order-submitted-to-high-court/article24345394.ece 1/2

TAMIL NADU

Prohibitory order copy submitted to HC

MADURAI,  JULY 06,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Collector promulgated the order based on a petition

The State submitted a copy of the prohibitory order imposed in parts of

Thoothukudi under Section 144 of CrPC in May to the Madurai Bench of the

Madras High Court on Thursday. The order was passed by the Collector

based on the representation given by Sterlite Copper following directions from

the High Court Bench. The court had directed that prohibitory orders may be

promulgated throughout the district in the interest of public order, peace and

tranquillity.

The General Manager (Legal), Sterlite Copper, in his representation, said that

inflammatory messages were being circulated on social media platforms

against Sterlite which might lead to unrest and disturb peace and tranquillity in

the area and endanger the safety of employees of the Sterlite plant. The

company had sought prohibitory orders under Section 144 CrPC for a radius
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of 500 metres around the plant and its residential quarters.

The order signed by the District Magistrate and Collector of Thoothukudi read

“ .... with a view to maintain (sic) law and order and to avoid disturbance of

public tranquillity..... promulgate an order under Section 144 CrPC in

SIPCOT and Thoothukudi South Police Station limits prohibiting any public

meeting or assembly of five or more persons or processions for a period from

2200 hrs on 21.05.2018 to 0800 hrs on 23.05.2018.” The order prohibited the

entry of all types of vehicles carrying persons intending to participate in

‘Muttrugai Porattam’ on May 22 within the SIPCOT and Thoothukudi South

police station limits.

However, the order did not apply to regular stage carriages, tourist vehicles

plying to other places, goods carriages, vehicles carrying school and college

students, essential commodities and regular omni buses. The order also did not

apply to public gatherings taking place with the permission of competent police

authorities, it read.

Advocate A. W. D. Tilak had filed the public interest litigation petition before

the High Court Bench seeking a direction to the Thoothukudi Collector to

produce the copy of the prohibitory order clamped in parts of Thoothukudi

during the anti-Sterlite protest. A division bench of Justices C. T. Selvam and

A. M. Basheer Ahamed adjourned the case to July 11 for further hearing.
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Sterlite protests: Advocate gets conditional bail
tnn | Jul 6, 2018, 12.31 AM IST

Printed from

Madurai: The Madurai bench of the Madras high court on Thursday granted conditional bail to advocate S Vanchinathan, who

was arrested by the Tuticorin police on charges of engineering anti-Sterlite protests and instigating violence. 

A special team of Tuticorin police had arrested Vanchinathan at the Chennai airport on June 18 after the court had dismissed his

advance bail petition. He was returning from Delhi when he was rounded up by the police. 

A practising advocate at the Madras high court’s Madurai bench, Vanchinathan along with another advocate Hari Raghavan of

Tuticorin were booked by the police under several sections of the IPC including 353 (criminal force to deter public servants from

carrying out duty), 148 (rioting with deadly weapons) and section 3 of Tamil Nadu Property (Prevention of Damage and Loss) act.

Both of them are district secretaries of Makkal Adhigaram in their respective regions.

Meanwhile, Vanchinathan moved the high court seeking bail claiming that there are several flaws in the charges framed against

him.

Additional advocate general, K Chellapandian expressed strong opposition to the bail petition contending that if out on bail,

Vanchinathan might indulge in anti-Sterlite activities and act in a way to disrupt the restored peace in Tuticorin. 

After hearing the arguments, justice G R Swaminathan granted bail to the lawyer on certain conditions. The court directed the

lawyer to not leave Madurai and also not indulge in anti-Sterlite speeches or writing while out on bail, but allowed him to share

opinion on other causes he has taken up.

Justice Swaminathan also directed Vanchinathan to appear before police when summoned for inquiry.
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TAMIL NADU

Advocate surrenders

MADURAI,  JULY 07,  2018 00:00 IST

STAFF REPORTER

Advocate K. Hariragavan, accused along with advocate Vanchinathan of

leading the anti-Sterlite protest in Thoothukudi, surrendered before the Judicial

Magistrate II here on Friday.

He was remanded in judicial custody till July 13.

Cases were booked against him under Sections 147 (punishment for rioting),

148 (rioting, armed with deadly weapon), 188 (disobedience to order duly

promulgated by public servant), 353 (assault or criminal force to deter public

servant from discharge of his duty) and 506 (punishment for criminal

intimidation) of the Indian Penal Code and Section 3 of the Tamil Nadu Public

Property (Prevention of Damage and Loss) Act, 1992.
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TAMIL NADU

Vaiko to implead himself in Sterlite Copper case

T HOOT HUKUDI,  JULY 07,  2018 00:00 IST

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Says protest against firm will continue irrespective of verdict

Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam general secretary Vaiko has said

he would implead himself in the case against Sterlite Copper in the National

Green Tribunal. Speaking to reporters here on Friday, Mr. Vaiko said the

State government, which did not really want to close Sterlite Copper

permanently, had sealed the company in a bid to escape the raging public angst

after the killing of 13 persons in police firing.
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Vaiko alleges deal between government, Sterlite to
open plant
TNN | Jul 7, 2018, 05.58 AM IST

Printed from

TUTICORIN: Alleging that the state government and Sterlite have entered into a secret pact that would facilitate the copper plant

to resume operations, MDMK general secretary Vaiko said that what is happening before the National Green Tribunal (NGT) in

Delhi is the climax of the drama staged by both parties.

Vaiko was addressing reporters in Tuticorin after appearing before a court in connection with a case where he had shown black

flag to then President, Pranab Mukherjee during the latter’s visit to Tamil Nadu. Vaiko said that he will be impleading himself in

the Sterlite case when it is taken up before the tribunal on July 18. “I have got the petition ready and will be appearing,” he said.

Vaiko, who has been fighting against Sterlite admitted that the company is likely to get a favourable direction. 

He claimed that the state government did not intend to permanently close the plant. “If it was the intention of the government, it

would have passed a law in this connection as a policy decision. If the court directs the plant to be reopened, the government

will blame the court saying it could do nothing but obey the court’s direction,” he said. 

The MDMK leader said that the copper plant has not only caused cancer but also damaged the atmosphere badly even as it

made profits to the tune of several crores of rupees. But for the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board’s directive, the state

government does not have any backing behind its decision to seal the plant.

According to him, this had given the confidence to the chairman of Vedanta Group – Sterlite’s parent group, Anil Agarwal to say

that the company will resume production in Tuticorin – despite the police firing that claimed 13 lives on May 22 and 23. 

Firing by the police is to frighten protesters so that nobody would dare to raise their voice against Sterlite when it is reopened.

“We will not fear the bullets. Even if Sterlite gets a favourable direction in the court we will mobilise the public and protest

without resorting to violence,” he said.
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Stating that the NGT in Chennai does not have judges he also alleged that the Modi government at the Centre is planning to

close all tribunals.

Meanwhile, minister for information and publicity Kadambur C Raju told reporters at Kovilpatti in Tuticorin district on Friday that

Sterlite was closed on April 9 and that it was publicised to make people understand that there is no need for them to protest

against a plant that has been closed.

“We explained to the people that they need not burden themselves by protesting despite the closure on April 9, but leaders like

Vaiko spread false information among people and instilled fear in their minds,” he said and held them responsible for the protest

on May 22. Raju also said that leaders like Vaiko should act responsibly.
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Sterlite: Advocate Hari Raghavan surrenders
TNN | Jul 7, 2018, 12.54 AM IST

Printed from

Madurai: Advocate Hari Raghavan of Tuticorin who was accused by the state of engineering anti-Sterlite protests and aiding in

violence during the protests, surrendered before the judicial magistrate in Madurai on Friday.

Raghavan’s surrender comes a day after the Madurai bench granted bail to another advocate S Vanchinathan. Both of them had

sought anticipatory bail after they came under the police radar. After the high court bench dismissed their bail petition, a special

team arrested Vanchinathan at the Chennai airport on June 18. 

Meanwhile, Raghavan who was searched by the police surrendered before the magistrate. Raghavan practises at the district

court in Tuticorin. He and Vanchinathan were booked by the police under several Sections of IPC including 353 (criminal force

to deter public servants from carrying out duty), 148 (rioting with deadly weapons) and section 3 of Tamil Nadu Property

(Prevention of Damage and Loss) Act. Both of them are district secretaries of Makkal Adhigaram in their respective regions.

Recently, fishermen from Threspuram in Tuticorin had submitted a petition before the District Legal Services Authority in

Tuticorin and claimed that Makkal Adhigaram, particularly advocates Raghavan and Vanchinathan brainwashed youngsters of the

fishermen community into marching towards the collectorate on May 22. Thirteen people were killed and more than a 100

suffered injuries as a result of police firing on May 22 and May 23.
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